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I represent an emerging technology company, Rim Semiconductor.  


Some of the panelists in Tuesday evening’s forum opined that companies which have developed new technologies, that is, technologies which have yet to be mass marketed, should be precluded from the selection criteria.  

This view, in our opinion goes against the very purpose of the 2009 Broadband Stimulus. 

Congress envisioned that the broadband stimulus package would enable innovative and successfully tested new technologies to be made available to the unserved and underserved citizens in our nation.  If existing technologies could have bridged the digital divide in a robust and cost-effective manner, this would have already occurred.  

In our opinion, innovation, through the adoption of cutting edge technology is the key to meeting the next generation broadband challenges.  Furthermore, the deployment of new technology will create many more new jobs than simply increasing utilization of existing technology. 
With regard to the concerns presented by the panelists, there are ways to insure that emerging technologies have both viability and sustainability.  

1. Virtually 80% of the world’s deployed telecom equipment has been tested and proven by independent testing laboratories such as Telcordia or Tellabs.  Telcordia confirmation is equivalent to the “Good Housekeeping Seal of Approval” for telecom equipment.

Solution:  Require Telcordia (or equivalent) approval prior to grant consideration for all technologies. 

2. The question of time to deployment was raised with regard to emerging technologies. Research and development and resultant beta testing can often take years.  

Solution:  Successful beta testing must be completed for all emerging technologies prior to grant application.  Once successful beta testing has been completed, time to deployment can be measured in weeks and months rather than years. 

    3.  The costs for customer premise equipment (CPE) in times past has been precluded from RUS funding.  In keeping with the purpose behind the 2009 stimulus bill, we believe the cost for CPE should be included.  If by statute, only projects that would not have been funded save the stimulus mandated grants/loans is followed, by not funding the necessary CPE portion, many worthwhile projects will go unfunded. In addition, certain technologies, which do not require CPE, would be unfairly favored.   

In summary, we understand the governments concern with regard to assuring that taxpayer funds are used wisely and for their specified purpose.  The challenge is that existing technologies have not been demonstrated to be either robust or cost-effective enough, or both, to bridge the digital divide.  Hence the very reason a broadband stimulus is required.  


At Rim Semiconductor, we believe that state of the art; verifiable, sustainable and cost-effective emerging technologies should not only be included but receive priority in grant funding.  The risks we take in maintaining the status quo are additional years of lost broadband service to our nations unserved and underserved.   
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