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RURAL NOBILE BROADBAND ALLIANCE




COMMENTS FOR NTIA, RUS AND THE FCC ON BROADBAND POLICY

The Rural Mobile Broadband Alliance, RuMBA USA, consists of a group of concerned rural carriers, broadband equipment makers and mobile Internet corporations and individuals, linked through blogs and commentaries in the cyberspace (www.rumbausa.com). RuMBA hopes to bring the needs of the rural communities to the forefront of the broadband debate within the Commerce Dept. (NTIA), Agriculture Dept. (RUS) and the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), with regards to the recently enacted American Recovery and Investment Act.

As the stimulus package for Broadband gets underway, RuMBA is attempting to answer the following questions in a unified fashion, hoping to reduce the clutter and confusion that the current debate can generate: 

1. Who ought to be the immediate beneficiaries of the stimulus package funds allocated to rural mobile broadband? How can everyone, affected, engage, including: healthcare, education providers and Native Indian reservations? 

2. How can the stimulus portion allocated to mobile broadband for rural areas create jobs and spur economic growth in rural communities? What are the true needs and statistics? 

3. How can mobile broadband genuinely help the average Joe or Jane in America’s rural communities? 

4. What is the best model for growth in rural communities through technological enhancements? 

5. What are the best, fastest, most robust and affordable technologies available for rural mobile communications? Can a united front of service providers, equipment makers, educational and healthcare institutions, community centers, approaching the Feds for funding, best serve the rural communities? 

RuMBA is committed to the vision of the Next Generation Wireless Network Grid. The development of a broad coalition committed to this vision, we believe, will provide the group a competitive advantage for grants and increase the speed of awards to our members. 

The development of a broad and relevant coalition will also provide a competitive advantage for American industry and – more important - for our rural communities, increasing the speed of awards to those outlying regions. 
We believe the Congressional Act provides an unprecedented opportunity to build our nation’s first Next Generation Mobile Network (NGMN) “Grid” Consistent with the goals of the Broadband Opportunities Program, the NGMN Grid will leverage 4th Generation (4G), Internet-based network technology providing the most economical and ’green’ operation the world has seen. 

Additional key benefits of the NGMN Grid include: 

• Key public safety support, including E-911, Phase II location services and weather alerts

• Integrated roaming support for domestic and global carriers

• Pre-engineered, end-to-end reference solutions for rapid deployment
We believe, mobile broadband provides a unique opportunity for the Recovery Act to meet the litmus test of: affordability, speed of deployment, limited environmental impact, and the most advanced technology available from US companies for rural America, thus reducing the need for costly upgrades required by such other options as fiber optics, copper wiring and fixed wireless. 

Some of our members have deployed that kind of equipment on sites run by US Department of Defense, rural Alaska and other states, as well as overseas, in countries like India, or China - where 50,000 phone calls were made at the time of the latest earth quakes in that country, and no calls were jammed or dropped. In the eventuality of a similar disaster in the US, and we experienced this through the 9/11 attacks, the US, ranked 17th in the world for broadband,  would not be able to cope.

Joining the RUMBA Alliance will provide members with the best options for funding mobile broadband network development through sustainable growth. RuMBA proposes, in the next 24 months, to ensure that construction begins in earnest for state of the art, affordable, economically sustainable, wireless broadband networks, owned and operated by rural carriers covering 1.5 million square miles of territory, thereby doubling wireless broadband coverage and increasing E-911 coverage and weather alerts four-fold.

RuMBA is in the process of incorporating as a non-profit, and members from all interested parties are welcome to join. We are technology agnostic, with the only proviso being: the best of the best, as outlined above. If those standards can be met, RuMBA intends to help all those companies willing to work together to create the solution that the US government is seeking for rural, unserved and underserved areas.

I look forward to your support and comments.

Sincerely,

Luisa Handem

Managing Director

Rural Mobile Broadband Alliance (RuMBA USA)
45 Tiburon Drive

The Hills, TX 78738

Main: 512-608-9102
Mobile: 512-468-8569

Email: luisahandem@rumbausa.com
http://www.rumbausa.com
RuMBA Network: rumbausa.com
