American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 Broadband Initiatives
I would like to learn how to petition for a possible grant under this program. I am an IT Director at Quinebaug Valley Community College in Danielson, CT. Quinebaug Valley C.C. is one of 12 community colleges in the state of Connecticut. Presently colleges in the system are hooked up to broadband service through the CT Educational Network (CEN). This organization was charged and has done a very good job installing fiber lines to service K-12 and higher education in the state of CT. This organization provides network connectivity directly to ten of the colleges in the community system. Two colleges including Q.V.C.C. are not connected to trunk lines that have been pulled in the more populous central areas of the state.  

Service directly from CEN lines is not available in eastern Connecticut (yes there is a rural side of CT) and must therefore be purchased through a long distance vendor. I believe the monthly cost is a function of the amount of bandwidth versus mileage to the campus.   We do not have the same bandwidth capacity as other colleges in the system due to the cost. The college has grown dramatically over the last 10 years and I would like to determine if there is a way to obtain funding to upgrade our bandwidth and put it on a par with other colleges and schools in the state to provide for future growth.   
   
