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April 4, 2009

Ms. Anna Gomez

Deputy Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20230

Dear Deputy Assistant Secretary Gomez:

The American Academy of Nursing (AAN) represents the foremost leaders of America’s largest health care workforce.  We seek to transform health care policy and serve both the public and nursing profession by the generation, synthesis and dissemination of nursing knowledge. Comprised of more than 1,500 nursing leaders from education, management, research and practice, our fellows are research scientists, executives, university deans, and government staff at the state and federal levels.  As funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 is distributed, we urge NTIA to consider the critical implications of broadband deployment for the nursing profession, and for the U.S. health care system as a whole.

With the nearly $7 billion of funds allocated to broadband deployment through ARRA, the NTIA has a unique opportunity to transform health care by improving access to and quality of advanced telecommunications technology and services.  Through the newly created grant program, state and local governments in partnership with private and not-for-profit sectors, will have additional opportunities to revolutionize healthcare with the deployment of high-speed broadband Internet.

American nurses recognize the importance of using these funds to modernize health care with 21st century technology.  Broadband deployment will provide a foundation for a nation-wide system of electronic health care records, lower costs for treatment, and reduce the occurrence of medical errors.  Patients previously unable to travel long-distances will benefit from telemedicine, and be able to interact with registered nurses in real time from the comfort of their own homes.  This will greatly improve healthcare in rural, un-served, and under-served communities. 

To successfully deploy high-speed broadband Internet to un- and underserved communities, NTIA must partner with state and local governments to gain a better understanding of areas where broadband is needed.  Using an existing model of state-based mapping will help measure grantee progress, help in eliminating waste and abuse, and act as a means of transparency and accountability.

Finally, to ensure that broadband networks have the capacity to run health care applications, grants should be awarded to next-generation networks with capabilities for high-speed data transfer.  Related to the need for next-generation technology is the need to quickly get the funding out there, without adding network conditions or requirements that will delay or discourage participation by the most capable providers. 

On behalf of the AAN, we greatly appreciate the NTIA allowing the public to comment on this very important process.  The delivery of broadband to our nation’s un- and underserved communities is of critical importance as it will have a lasting effect on the quality and delivery of health care to all American communities.

Cordially,
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Patricia Ford-Roegner, MSW, RN, FAAN

Chief Executive Officer
