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April 10, 2009

Ms. Anna Gomez

Deputy Assistant Secretary

National Telecommunications and Information Administration

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20230

Dear Deputy Assistant Secretary Gomez:

The National Caucus and Center on Black Aged (NCBA) is submitting comments to the NTIA because we believe that the manner in which the $4.7 billion of funds in the stimulus package allocated for broadband deployment is distributed is critically important for the low-income and minority consumers we represent.  Through this Congressionally-approved grant program the NTIA can vastly improve the lives of millions of seniors by expanding access to advanced telecommunications technologies and services. 

Advanced internet applications provide for independent living options and are becoming the gateway to increased education, employment and at-home business opportunities. Technology removes the tether that keeps many aging Americans home-bound and opens up countless options. 

Therefore, NCBA envisions that the way for the NTIA to succeed in its goal of building broadband networks to everyone is by focusing on an approach that relies on mapping to prioritize the distribution of money, especially to unserved areas.  These maps can also be made available online to measure pro
gress and solicit input from the public, including local senior groups and advocates. 
Additionally, a reliance on the states to work with private entities to construct the best possible solutions is important.  Looking to the states will allow them to identify unserved areas in the near term and make sure that qualified providers with sustainable business plans are meeting the requirements. Eventually, attention can be turned to and remaining funds used for underserved areas after all unserved areas have been reached. However, NTIA must not add unnecessary regulatory provisions that stifle growth and investment and subsequently dissuade potential participants from deploying broadband. The intent of Congress is to get the money out in an efficient manner not to impose onerous conditions on potential partners.

NCBA is excited about the possibilities that broadband deployment can provide to America’s aging minorities and we look forward to working with NTIA and the Department of Commerce to ensure that these funds lead to their intended outcome.

Sincerely,
Karyne Jones
President and CEO
