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	5510 Chrokee ave., suite 120

alexandria, va 22312-2320 

Tel: 703-752-4751   FAX: 703-642-1088

	MAIL TO: 

P.O. BOX 14414

WASHINGTTON, D.C. 20004



April 8, 2009

The Honorable Anna Gomez

Deputy Assistant Secretary

Herbert C. Hoover Building (HCHB) 
U.S. Department of Commerce / NTIA 
1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Secretary Gomez:

For three decades, the U.S.-Mexico Chamber of Commerce has helped minority-owned businesses bridge differences in legal, regulatory and economic systems, as well as promote competitive environments for economic growth.  For this reason, the U.S.-Mexico Chamber of Commerce urges the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) to quickly, efficiently, and transparently disperse the over $7 billion in funding from the stimulus bill to the states to begin the process of mapping and deployment to communities in need.

To expedite the flow of funds, the NTIA should award grants to states or regional public-private partnerships with experience in implementation. While financial support and leadership from the federal government is important, state and local governments have the best understanding their cities and towns. They are in the best position to create effective public-private partnerships to meet specific needs and to identify the experienced private sector providers in network construction and management. Additionally, state and local government can support mapping data that will help classify those communities that are unserved and underserved. These are areas that the NTIA must prioritize to bridge this digital divide for many families and small businesses.

Throughout the process, the NTIA must require transparency in deployment and accountability of all parties involved. For instance, coverage maps for each state should be made available online to the public and update as more information becomes available. Additionally, any state proposal should include detail time frames, funding updates, and expenditure reports. However, NTIA must be careful not to include regulatory provisions that dissuade growth and investment. The focus must stay on broadband deployment to businesses and communities instead of ill-considered Internet regulatory policies that would delay deployment and the accompanying stimulative effect that Congress intended.

While many members of the U.S.-Mexico Chamber of Commerce benefit from broadband Internet access, other members in rural or underserved areas often lack access to high-speed broadband internet.  As a result, these businessmen and women lose out on the opportunities that broadband Internet provides.  Access to broadband should not depend on where a business is located.  All businesses, particularly our members working with international customers, clients and vendors, must be connected with high speed Internet to compete in the global marketplace.

Former Federal Communications Commission Chairman Reed Hundt recently remarked that the key to expanding investment in these difficult economic times is to make it “irresistible for private companies to invest in infrastructure.”  The U.S.-Mexico Chamber of Commerce could not agree more. As minority business owners employing many Americans across the country, we know that improving broadband access will not only create jobs to stimulate the economy, but it will also provide millions of Americans with the tools to improve the quality of jobs in our economy.  

On behalf of the U.S.-Mexico Chamber of Commerce we ask that you use the broadband stimulus money to help spur private sector investment in broadband infrastructure, the critical component to ensuring our members and their businesses thrive in the 21st century and achieve their objectives in the global economy.

Sincerely,


Albert Zapanta
President & CEO
United States-Mexico Chamber of Commerce
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BOARD MEMBERS





Amedex Insurance Group





American Airlines





Azteca América





Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll, LLP





Barton Malow





Bell Helicopter Textron





Citibank Banamex USA





Cemex





Cydsa





Continental Airlines





Delta Air Lines





Duane Morris, LLP





Duty Free Americas





Ema Design Automation





Energy Metals Corporation 





Exxon/Mobil Corporation





Fedex





First American





Free Via Networks





General Motors Corporation





Greenberg Traurig, LLC





Gruma





Grupo Sanborns, S.A. de C.V.





Grupo Vigia





Harley Davidson Motor Company





Holland & Knight-Gallastegui y Lozano, S.C.





Industrias Monterrey, S.A





Inova, Inc.





International Bank of Commerce





Loreto Bay





Mantech International Corp.





Mary Kay





Megadirect





Mep Management Services





Metlife





Operational Technologies Corporation





Philatron International





Royal Caribbean Cruises, Ltd.





Ryder Systems, Inc.





Sempra Energy





Strasburger & Price, S.C.





Teléfonos de México





The Allen Group





The Boeing Company





The Coca-Cola Company





The Home Depot





The Trust For Sustainable Development





Transportacion Maritima Mexicana S.A. de C.V.





Tyson Foods, Inc.





Union Pacific





Verizon





Vitro, S.A.





Wal-Mart


























