NTIA Example Questions for Comment
WHYY Draft Responses and Comments

1. Should a certain percentage of grant funds be apportioned to each category?

Yes.

2. Should applicants be encouraged to address more than one purpose?

Absolutely 

3. How should the BTOP leverage or respond to the other broadband-related portions of the Recovery Act, including the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) grants and loans program as well as the portions of the Recovery Act that address smart grids, health information technology, education, and transportation infrastructure?

BTOP funded projects must clearly describe how they will utilize a variety of broadband technologies to affectively achieve the stated sustainable goals. 

4. How should the grant program consider State priorities in awarding grants?

The program should require applicants to align their proposed project(s) with state and regional community goals and initiatives whenever possible while not excluding independent, innovative, unique applications.      


5. What is the appropriate role for States in selecting projects for funding?

Supportive and Advisory 


6. How should NTIA resolve differences among groups or constituencies within a State in establishing priorities for funding?

By consideration of the number of people served and the highest impact value to stimulate the economy and the maximum number of immediate and long term jobs created.

7. How should NTIA ensure that projects proposed by States are well-executed and produce worthwhile and measurable results?

Regular progress reporting and measured value creation 


8. What should the weighting of these criteria be in determining consideration for grant and loan awards?

A demonstrated ability to deliver programmatic results with solid performance 

A record of commitment to ongoing investments in technological advancements

Outputs that address measured results, such as job creation, capacity building



9. Should priority be given to proposals that leverage other Recovery Act projects?

YES,  1st Priority


10. Should priority be given to proposals that address several purposes, serve several of the populations identified in the Recovery Act, or provide service to different types of areas?

Priority should be given to proposals that serve all three of the above criteria.


11. What factors should be given priority in determining whether proposals will encourage sustainable adoption of broadband service?

A service or resource that clearly is needed by the potential broadband end users 
Meets and well defined community/business need
Reaches that maximum number of people
Is easily to recognized by the potential end users as of “immediate value”
Spawns a rapid, viral social community response 
12. Should the fact that different technologies can provide different service characteristics, such as speed and use of dedicated and shared links, be considered given the statute’s direction that, to the extent practicable, the purposes of the statute should be promoted in a technologically neutral fashion?


Yes, neutrality is important.  Each proposal should be considered own it’s overall merit to meet the statue requirements independent of the technologies used to deploy.
 

13. What role, if any, should retail price play in the grant program?

Public service vs. commercial value.  While fee based services spawn expansion and growth, it is critical to also ensure free and open access to all.  The concept of “public media” and its many benefits must be preserved into the broadband economic development platform to come…  

14. What mechanisms for distributing stimulus funds should be used by NTIA and USDA in addition to traditional grant and loan programs?

 Guidance on transparency of organizations with respect to expenditure of funds

Supplemental funding for existing grants to ensure expedited completion, which matches may not have been attained due to economic stress.


15. What additional institutions other than community colleges and public libraries should be considered as eligible recipients under this program?

Clearly ensure that non-commercial, public media companies that have evolved from legacy public broadcasting heritage are fully qualified and recognized as establish and trusted resources of public content and educational services.  


16. What selection criteria should be applied to ensure the success of this program?   



Encourage for-profits to partner with non-profits



Projects that can be replicated across public media systems








Other Comments:
Project matching requirement of no more than 10%. 
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