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Comments to NTIA regarding Broadband TOP Stimulus Grant Program 





In considering requests for federal broadband stimulus funds, NTIA should give priority to:


Networks that will use an “open access” or “open services” business model, in which the infrastructure constructed with federal funds is open in a nondiscriminatory manner to all qualified digital telecommunications service providers, and which employs a wholesale rate structure with the goal of encouraging a competitive market that offers greater choice and affordability to end users, particularly vulnerable populations.


Networks that use BTOP funds to build new open access infrastructure in underserved and unserved areas.  Underserved should be defined as an area where: 


Potential end users have access to only one terrestrial service provider


Potential end users live in an area to which service providers have not built


Existing service providers do not have redundant service facilities that permit immediate restoration of service in the event of an outage


Existing service providers cannot provide at least 10 megabits of symmetrical service to end users at an affordable rate


Entities that will use BTOP funds to build high capacity fiber optic backbones that will be fundamental to the distribution of services to unserved and underserved areas


Non-profit or municipal open access networks that demonstrate a viable business model for a public – private partnership which creates jobs in both public and private sector companies


Networks that will interoperate and peer with adjacent public and private fiber networks to facilitate traffic flow throughout a multi-county or multi-state geography


Networks that serve multiple counties and can be expanded into additional underserved and unserved regions


Networks that bring fiber service to significant community institutions such as hospitals, libraries, emergency management offices, municipal buildings, correctional facilities, schools, colleges, etc


Networks that will serve Native American communities and provide them with a role in network oversight


Networks that demonstrate a plan to increase digital literacy and expand demand for broadband connectivity.





The role of the states should be to certify projects that fit into a statewide plan for expanding broadband availability, and not to prioritize projects within the State.


Matching funds:  Allow in-kind expenses to qualify for grantee match; allow federal funds from outside of Treasury (e.g. FCC/USAC) to qualify for grantee match.





Submitted by Howard Lowe, President, and Julie West, Executive Director, April 13, 2009 
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