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Topic #2)  

The Role of the States: The Recovery Act states that NTIA may consult the States

 (including the District of Columbia, territories, and possessions) with respect to 

various aspects of the BTOP. The Recovery Act also requires that, to the extent 

practical, the BTOP award at least one grant to every State. 
d. How should NTIA ensure that projects proposed by states are well executed and produce worthwhile and measurable results. 

Hal-Tec comments: We agree that this questions needs answered along with, how will the states be monitored to make sure that what they are doing in regards to broadband grants for rural and underserved areas is on the same scale as to what other states are doing? What will assure that one states definition of Broadband availability and Broadband service is the same as the other states?  What will be done to assure comparable speeds in each states Broadband definition?

Topic #8)  
 Broadband Mapping: The Recovery Act directs NTIA to establish a comprehensive 

nationwide inventory map of existing broadband service capability and availability in 

the United States that depicts the geographic extent to which broadband service 

capability is deployed and available from a commercial provider or public provider 

throughout each State. 
a. What uses should such a map be capable of serving? 

Hal-Tec comments: Map should be able to determine to  a street address actual Broadband providers available, and what threshold speeds are offered. Therefore identifying areas that do not have broadband capability or have minimal capabilities.

b. What specific information should the broadband map contain, and should the map provide different types of information to different users (e.g., consumers versus governmental entities)? 

Hal-Tec comments: The results of the maps should be made available to consumers. The 

proprietary information on Broadband Plant and technologies should only be available to 

the government agencies to once again assure capabilities.

c. At what level of geographic or other granularity should the broadband map provide information on broadband service? 

Hal-Tec comments: Map should be able to determine to service availability to a street address

d. What other factors should NTIA take into consideration in fulfilling the requirements of the Broadband Data Improvement Act, Pub. L. No. 110-385 (2008)? 

Hal-Tec comments: Compatibility of maps from state to state.
e. Are there State or other mapping programs that provide models for the statewide inventory grants? 

Hal-Tec comments:  State Mapping programs such as Connected Nation currently primarily depend on surveys, census, and existing broadband providers written information.  There is no real data such as actual service areas to the address, Available bandwidths, upstream and downstream speeds etc. The real solution is an independent study of broadband providers service levels that then can be converted to a comprehensive map that would give real information. This would also assure compatible maps from state to state.

f. Specifically what information should states collect as conditions of receiving statewide inventory grants? 

Hal-Tec comments:  States should have access to provider’s system maps. 

