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Carlson Wireless Technologies, Inc. (“CWT?”), a wireless technology and
equipment manufacturer based in Arcata, California, hereby responds to certain aspects
of the Request for Information (“RFI”) in the above-referenced proceeding. CWT
designs and manufactures rural broadband equipment dedicated to servicing low
teledensity and other underserved communities. CWT recently developed and began
marketing equipment that will provide long-distance wireless backhaul and connectivity
at affordable price points to facilitate affordable broadband access to rural areas. CWT
appreciates the opportunity to comment on the important issues raised in the RFI.

CWT agrees with the Comments filed with NTIA on April 10, 2009 by the
Wireless Internet Service Providers Association (“WISPA”), of which CWT is a member.
CWT believes that WISPA’s proposals would advance the deployment of broadband
services to consumers living in unserved, underserved and rural communities.

CWT believes that, while admirable and ambitious, the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (“Recovery Act”) will not enable every business in the country to
obtain affordable broadband access. For this reason, in response to Question 7 of the

RFI, CWT recommends that a portion of the $250,000,000 in Recovery Act funds set



aside for innovative programs to encourage sustainable adoption of broadband be
allocated to research and development of new and advanced technologies that could be
deployed in rural and low-density communities. Funding would support projects
designed to make equipment, technology and service more affordable and cost-effective
and, thus, more sustainable over the long-term.
An example of a project that would be eligible under such an R&D grant would

be the WiLDnet platform initiated by the TIER organization at UC-Berkeley. This is a
group that has been trying to address the price/performance issues of broadband
connectivity from an emerging countries standpoint for many years now. The team at
Berkeley has been researching and developing radio and antenna technologies that are
low-cost and perform well at long distance s. CWT strongly believes this model, if
properly funded, could have significant positive impact in making rural broadband
adoption possible and sustainable.
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