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The Voice for Women In Business
In Our Nation's Capital

'WOMEN IMPAGTING PUBLIC POLICY





April 10, 2009
Ms. Anna Gomez 

Deputy Assistant Secretary 

National Telecommunications and Information Administration 

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20230

Dear Deputy Assistant Secretary Gomez:

On behalf of Women Impacting Public Policy (WIPP), representing more than a half million business owners and women in business, we urge NTIA to consider the critical implications of broadband deployment for small and women-owned businesses.

Businesses of all sizes have been negatively impacted by the recession, but small businesses – a vital engine of economic growth - have been hit especially hard. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act represents an unprecedented opportunity to help address long-standing challenges that so many American small businesses face. For many small businesses, the road to economic recovery requires access to new and emerging technologies such as broadband. If deployed in a rapid, efficient, and transparent way; NTIA funding will play a crucial role in making broadband more accessible to small businesses owners and will help ensure that the United States can thrive in a 21st century economy.

Specifically, expanding access to advanced telecommunications technologies and services via broadband will spark the creation of new service providers, innovations, and exciting applications for which small businesses depend on to thrive. Such advancements are the most vital and efficient way to deliver information, services, and products such as e-commerce transactions including customer credit-card purchases, online/real-time chat customer assistance and supplier-partner transactions. These services are important touch-points for small businesses to engage customers, suppliers and partners beyond traditional person-to-person, point-of-sale interactions in an Internet global economy. Likewise, small businesses are increasingly seeking global opportunities via broadband connections to reach markets, customers and suppliers outside of traditional local and regional centers.

To that end, we strongly encourage the NTIA to quickly, efficiently, and transparently disperse the stimulus funding to state and local governments so that unserved and underserved small businesses can get on the road to recovery. While financial support and leadership from the federal government is important, state and local governments have the best understanding of what their communities need, can assist in transparent and accountable delivery of broadband, and are in the best position to create effective public-private partnerships to meet specific needs by leveraging private-sector expertise in network construction and management. The best way to gain the benefits of stimulus funding is to ensure that broadband gets to the unserved areas first. That is why we strongly recommend disseminating the funds through an existing model of state-based mapping. It is imperative that these much needed resources get dispersed quickly, without adding network conditions or requirements that will delay or discourage participation by the most capable providers.
We are excited about the prospect of bringing broadband accessibility to all small business owners and are grateful for NTIA’s hard work in ensuring the grants process is fair and efficient. Delivery of next-generation broadband services can not wait – we thank you in advance considering the needs of small businesses as you look forward to spurring economic growth through advanced telecommunications technology.

Sincerely,
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Barbara Kasoff

President/CEO
Women Impacting Public Policy
