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Center of Innovation for Agribusiness

Rural Broadband Fixed Wireless Initiative

April 2009
Bernadette McGuire-Rivera

Associate Administrator

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program
U.S. Department of Commerce
Room 4812

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20230
Dear Ms. McGuire-Rivera: 

The absence of affordable internet connectivity in rural America today is preventing economic growth, hindering agricultural innovation and stifling our ability to educate our children and prepare our workforce.  Nowhere is this truer than in rural South Georgia, Northwest Florida, and Southeast Alabama.   Broadband internet access is the most important, over arching and affordable economic development tool we can provide to rural America.

Our South Georgia collaborative intends to apply for a portion of the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program funds, as outlined in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 

Budgetary estimates to establish the Wireless High Speed Internet Connection are approximately $1 million per rural county.  This varies with the size of the county and the number of towers needed to provide adequate coverage for the communities, shops, homes and farms.  When compared to a local county, who was just awarded $3.2 million to connect fiber optic cable to 85% of the geography in the county, this is a substantial savings and a higher rate of homes covered.  This will vary with the size of the county and the number of towers needed to provide adequate coverage.  

Our initial program will include up to 50 counties.   
We have the following questions:

· Will the USDA RUS program allow a multi-state and multi-county grant for a “smart grid” type rural broadband project?

· How will the funds for broadband stimulus projects be awarded? Directly to the grant requestor or will the funds have to go through the State?
· Will the states be able to dictate which projects get funded with these grants (both NTIA and RUS)? How much influence will they be able to assert? 

· How will the grant funds be distributed? Fully funded with reporting? Or as a draw down based on monies spent? Or draw down based on P.O. like the RUS Broadband Loan program?

· Can any of the stimulus money be used to conduct engineering assessment and design of project?

· Can engineering assessment and design be considered part of the 20% match requirement?

· Will there be a new set of guidelines that allow broadband borrowers to borrow in market areas where there are presently USDA or Commerce  borrowers? 

· Will there be guidelines for incumbents to either deploy ubiquitous broadband or lose their protected borrower status?
· When will the new grant applications be available or is it appropriate to use the current grant applications?  What are the projected timelines for the applications; submission and action on the application?
Respectfully Submitted,
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W.T. Boone

Director, Center of Innovation for Agribusiness

Cc: Marty McLendon
Bill Boone, Director

Center of Innovation for Agribusiness

PO Box 7350 * 2356 Rainwater Road * Tifton Georgia 31794

Phone (229) 391-6883 * Internet:  bboone@uga.edu * Website:  agribusiness.georgiaInnovation.org


