Dear BTOP

I urge you to consider the following:

1. establish the definition of “unserved area,” as (everyone without 5 megabit symmetric service) 
2. the definition of “underserved area,” (everyone without 20 megabit symmetric service)
3. the definition of “broadband, (5 megabit symmetric service)
4. the non-discrimination obligations that will be contractual conditions of BTOP (broadband technologies opportunity program) grants (wholesale access to anyone) 

5. the network interconnection obligations that will be contractual conditions of BTOP 
grants. (it is important that the interconnections be made available at fair and reasonable rates for providers who want to provide service in rural areas and need access to interconnects)
Here are additional critical things that should be looked at:
1. Please make immediate loan guarantees available immediately. We can turn 7.2 Billion into 72 Billion in buying power.

2. Shortening approval process to 60 days for RUS and NTIA.
3. Northern States should receive funding first because of winter elements that preclude us from developing networks after the first part of November.

4. Allowing municipalities to meet the 20% equity requirements with debt on par with the RUS/NTIA
5. Open Access which requires competitive pricing creates better networks for consumers and competitive pricing.
I urge you to consider the above ideas. I believe it is critical that we upgrade the rural communication infrastructure because rural America always is the last to get the quality communication infrastructure because companies cannot justify the “ROI” Please consider fiber as the technology that best serves our rural areas for the next 30-50 years. Please spend the money wisely by choosing the best technology available.

Sincerely,

Christopher Swanson

 719 3rd Ave

Two Harbors, MN 55616
