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On Tuesday, January 6, 2009 the United States Senate and House of Representatives created one the most important documents in history. The first two items on that document are as follows:
· To preserve and create jobs and promote economic recovery.

· To assist those most impacted by the recession.

Program Purpose (BTOP)
To provide access to broadband service in the unserved and underserved areas of the United States. To include broadband education, training, access equipment and support, to schools, libraries, medical and healthcare providers, community colleges, other institutions of higher 
 (b) The purposes of the program are to—

· provide access to broadband service to consumers residing in unserved areas of the United States;

· provide improved access to broadband service to consumers residing in underserved areas of the United States;

· provide broadband education, awareness, training, access, equipment, and support to—

(A) schools, libraries, medical and healthcare providers, community colleges and other institutions of higher education, and other community support organizations and entities to facilitate greater use of broadband service by or through these organizations;

(B) organizations and agencies that provide outreach, access, equipment, and support services to facilitate greater use of broadband service by low-income, unemployed, aged, and otherwise vulnerable populations; and

(C) job-creating strategic facilities located within a State-designated economic zone, Economic Development District designated by the Department of Commerce, Renewal Community or Empowerment Zone designated by

the Department of Housing and Urban Development, or Enterprise Community designated by the Department of Agriculture;

(4) improve access to, and use of, broadband service by public safety agencies; and

(5) stimulate the demand for broadband, economic growth, and job creation.

Eligibility
(e) To be eligible for a grant under the program, an applicant

shall—

(1)(A) be a State or political subdivision thereof, the District

of Columbia, a territory or possession of the United States,

an Indian tribe (as defined in section 4 of the Indian Self-

Determination and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 450(b))

or native Hawaiian organization;

(B) a nonprofit—

(i) foundation,

(ii) corporation,

(iii) institution, or

(iv) association; or

(C) any other entity, including a broadband service or infrastructure provider, that the Assistant Secretary finds by rule to be in the public interest. In establishing

such rule, the Assistant Secretary shall to the extent practicable promote the purposes of this section in a technologically neutral manner.
We believe the following to be true:

· The creation of jobs to spend capital dollars without preservation of some jobs when the construction is finished is unacceptable.

· Not to assist those most impacted is against the rules.

The amount of dollars being committed to stimulate the economy is without precedence. There will never be another opportunity within our lifetime to make such an impact on our economy as we are posed to create. We have to get it right this time. The rules are written to get it right. Our legislators did a good job in a very short period of time.

We have spent a considerable period of time since the rules were made public to define broadband, when we were really trying to define the slowest acceptable speed for an internet connection. “The slowest acceptable speed is the fastest speed that you had the last time you logged onto the internet.” 768 kbps is a good minimum speed. The majority of internet users utilize the network for e-mail. The largest bandwidth users are businesses. 
If you have a telephone line you are served. If you have a digital cell phone you are served. The speed to send pictures, transact business and secure an education is unacceptable. What we are really dealing with are the underserved. The group attached to the network knows as the PSTN (Public Switched Telephone Network) The group in the rural areas that have been ignored for so many years by the large telephone companies that now want to secure some public funding and keep their money in their pockets.
The rules are written that basically all entities are welcome to apply. I think you could call it double dipping since the internet cannot be accessed without utilizing a large telephone provider for access to the internet at a major POP. 

Conclusion

The economy is supported largely by small business. 

· Small business owners do not hire people to lay them off a few months later. They work the extra hours to keep the business viable.

· Small business owners are local. They are a pillar to the community.

· Small business owners are usually very efficient or they don stay in business. 
We have seen what large businesses do to the economy and the people that helped build the large businesses. It is now time for the small business owners to receive the help and support necessary to stimulate the economy. Add additional points to the evaluation scale for small, disadvantaged, that includes female owned businesses. Add additional points to the evaluation scale for creativity. 
Do not rush to spend the taxpayer dollars on the first proposals that are presented unless they are presented for underserved areas along with the small  unserved areas.
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