Event:

Telephone Meeting with Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Subject:
Broadband Mapping – Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation's Broadband Assessment Project
Date:

Wednesday, April 22, 2009

Time:

 1:00 p.m.

Location:
NTIA Front Office (Telephone)

Participants:
Edward H. Smith (NTIA)


Emily Parker (Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation)

Jill Nishi (Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation)

Summary of Meeting 

Edward Smith spoke with Emily Parker and Jill Nishi of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation on the foundation’s collection of broadband availability data at public libraries nationwide pursuant to the foundation’s Broadband Assessment Project.  Reviewed in the meeting was data on public library connectivity, gathered from a single state.
The Broadband Assessment Project gathered detailed information on Internet connectivity and the resources dedicated to connectivity in each public library in the United States. The data represents a snapshot in time of key Internet connectivity variables including connectivity speed, the cost of Internet subscriptions, the service type, service provider, decision-maker and funding entity. All data were collected between October 2008 and March 2009.

