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June 29, 2009

The Honorable Gary Locke
Secretary

U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20230

Re:  Inclusion of Wireless in BTOP-Funded Broadband Mapping Efforts
Dear Secretary Locke:

CTIA — The Wireless Association® (“CTIA”) recognizes the crucial role that
the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (“NTIA”) is
playing in delivering economic stimulus funds into the marketplace as quickly as
possible under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (“ARRA”).
CTIA respectfully wishes to highlight the importance of wireless broadband in the
mapping efforts mandated by the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program
(*“BTOP”). As NTIA considers dispensing the funds for the development and
maintenance of a broadband inventory map, CTIA emphasizes that any mapping
efforts must include wireless broadband deployment.

CTIA notes that independent broadband mapping projects or inquiries are
currently underway or under consideration in many states. Unfortunately, CTIA has
learned that some states may not be considering including wireless in their broadband
mapping efforts. Only by including the substantial and increasing wireless broadband
growth in the U.S. will NTIA and Congress obtain an accurate picture of broadband
availability to American consumers and businesses. CTIA hopes that the NTIA agrees
that a condition for granting any broadband mapping funds is the requirement that the
mapping include wireless broadband.

CTIA also stresses that it is not necessary for NTIA to initiate duplicative
efforts that would increase burdens on broadband providers in developing its
broadband inventory map. CTIA observes that the Federal Communications
Commission (“FCC”) collects broadband deployment information from all broadband
providers, including wireless carriers, in its FCC Form 477. The NTIA should utilize
the data from the FCC (while ensuring the confidentiality of individual providers) or
establish a single unified collection system that addresses the issue of numerous
disparate and inconsistent efforts by individual states, no matter how well-intentioned.
In so doing, NTIA can best fulfill its mandate to expeditiously develop and maintain a
broadband inventory map with optimal accuracy and utility for Congress and the
public.
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We appreciate your consideration of this important matter and look forward to
working with NTIA as it implements the ARRA. Please do not hesitate to contact the
undersigned with any questions.

Respectfully submitted,
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