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March 12, 2009

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program

U.S. Department of Commerce, Room 4812

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC  20230

To Whom It May Concern:

Fibertech Networks, a small business concern headquartered in Rochester, N.Y., has completed and submitted the following comments to the National Telecommunications and Information Administration on March 12, 2009, regarding the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 - Broadband Initiatives.

It is the purpose of these comments to educate and inform the National Telecommunications and Information Administration, the U.S. Department of Commerce, the Federal Communications Commission and the Department of Agriculture, about Fibertech Networks and the fiber optic network resources it has completed and can make available for lease as the agencies embark on their goal of deploying high-speed Internet service in rural and underserved areas.  It is our hope that the funding will be utilized to leverage existing open-access fiber networks such as ours and to help fund network deployment where no such commercial infrastructure exists. 
Fibertech is also offering its assistance in adding its network maps to the NTIA’s goal of establishing a comprehensive nationwide inventory map of existing broadband service capability and availability in the U.S., and would be available to provide its maps in a desired electronic format.


Fibertech Networks applauds President Obama’s commitment to expanding broadband service to rural and underserved areas which will provide these communities with high-speed access to education, IT and healthcare resources once only reserved for high-density population areas.  The company shares similar beliefs to the Obama administration, and since its inception in May 2000, has aggressively built “open access” fiber optic network facilities in more than 24 tier II and III cities across the Northeast, Midwest and Mid-Atlantic states to help carriers, as well as private and public enterprises, by providing them with direct access to our alternative fiber networks.  We now employ over 190 people and have grown our employee base by nearly 50% per year since our inception in 2000. Throughout our history, we have helped enable broadband competition within all of our markets. 
The company’s unique "open-access" design of its networks enables it to lease both dark fiber and broadband capacity to national telecommunications, wireless and internet carriers – providing them with the ability to offer on-net, facilities-based, high bandwidth intensive services, often to previously underserved areas.  The company’s carrier-ready networks strategically connect local Telco central offices, carrier hotels, data centers and other traffic aggregation points that provide a carrier level of service to these carriers in all of the markets it serves.

Another core competency of the company is its ability to extend these benefits to the end user. Targeting municipalities, educational institutions, office parks, financial institutions, healthcare facilities and large businesses, Fibertech builds fiber laterals off its core networks - extending the benefits of its broadband networks directly into these businesses.

In total, the company has built and currently operates more than 4,200 route-miles of core metropolitan fiber infrastructure.   We have local metro fiber optic networks operational in Syracuse, Rochester, Buffalo, Binghamton, White Plains, and Albany, N.Y.; Wilmington, Del.; Indianapolis, Ind.; Columbus, Ohio; Hartford, Danbury, Stamford, Bridgeport, New London, and New Haven, Conn.; Pittsburgh and suburban Philadelphia; Providence, R.I.; Montgomery County, Md.; Concord, N.H.; Worcester and Springfield, Mass.; and Newark and Camden, N.J.
Fibertech has gained expertise in all areas relevant to timely and cost-effective deployment of communications facilities in the public rights-of-way.  The company is knowledgeable regarding rights and obligations relative to access to utility right-of-way facilities such as poles and conduits. The Fibertech management has presented educational programs to lawyers regarding the legal and practical aspects of procuring governmental authorizations and utilities agreements essential to deployment of communications facilities within the public right-of-way.  The expertise gained in these areas is demonstrated by the company’s success in building thousands of miles of network in numerous jurisdictions. As a result of our experience, more than 90% of our jobs/orders are completed within 30 days of our committed dates.  

Of particular relevance to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 - Broadband Initiatives, Fibertech has worked with the Connecticut Department of Information Technology (DOIT) to build, operate and lease the largest, statewide communications network of its kind. The Connecticut Education Network (CEN) interconnects numerous public K-12, public and private higher education and library locations throughout the State. Fibertech also connected the DOIT data center with municipalities and city government buildings, which allows them to interconnect between locations and gain Internet access, storage access facilities, and disaster recovery and distance learning capabilities. The company has also completed and/or is currently engaged in similar work on a smaller scale in the State of New York, Ohio, Indiana, Providence and New Hampshire, as well as other state and local governments.

Fibertech would like to specifically comment on its ability to be of assistance to the NTIA in terms of leasing its core network capacity to help facilitate quicker broadband deployment by leasing its fiber facilities to other carriers or governmental entities to help them reach out to suburban and rural areas, or to connect healthcare, education or government facilities. These existing facilities would help a carrier more quickly and cost-effectively penetrate the identified underserved areas in which Fibertech can be of assistance today, as well as those that we may extend into in support of the initiatives of President Obama, the Federal Communications Commission, the National Telecommunications and Information Administration and the US Department of Agriculture.
We ask that you review our maps and include them into your discovery process.  We hope for an open process and the ability to compete for funded projects where our open-access fiber network model may be of assistance to the program.  We also welcome the opportunity to answer any additional questions and look forward to the opportunity to work with the FCC, NTIA and the USDA and help us all realize the true benefit of high-speed broadband that these rural and underserved areas need in order to survive, prosper and compete.

Sincerely,
Michael C. Hurley

Fibertech Networks

Vice President of Sales and Marketing

585-697-5116 (o)

585-721-2301 (c)

mhurley@fibertech.com

Encl.
phone  585-697-5100


fax  585-568-8499


300 Meridian Centre


Rochester, NY 14618














