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Broadband Technology Opportunities Program
U.S. Department of Commerce
Room 4812
1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Sir(s) Madame(s):

I am a county commissioner representing Lake County in Minnesota, a large county geographically but with a small population of only 11,000 people.  However, in the summer months we grow to twice that size because of tourists and seasonal property owners.  We have an international border with Canada to our north, the Boundary Waters Canoe Area and Lake Superior.  The majority of the county’s population lives along the North Shore of Lake Superior.

To keep up with the demands on our roads, our emergency services and schools we need to grow economically and in population.  Our nation is repairing and replacing infrastructure with large sums of money.  As a county I feel we must have our Information Highway in place for Lake County to have a better chance of attracting new business and new taxpayers along with helping existing businesses continue to grow and expand.

Because we are rural and with a small population, a county like ours would be the last served by the telecoms with fiber optics (high speed broadband) because of the industry term ROI or return on investment.  We need to bring in our own broadband now if we are to compete in the 21st century.

Please understand, counties get it when it comes to understanding services for the taxpayers.  As a county commissioner in Lake County I understand that the largely populated counties will receive broadband before counties with smaller populations. Obviously, larger counties will have more consumers to drive telecoms to install fiber optic cable service while the lesser populated counties will have to wait a long time if they have to depend on the telecoms.  The point I am trying to make here is that we are all taxpayers and as taxpayers why should we be punished because of our population size?  Programs that help level the playing field for underserved counties help all counties to grow economically with more jobs, help educate our children and insure the safety of our elderly.
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With the advances in technology the copper lines we depend on now will not handle the huge downloads and uploads needed for the internet and HD television applications.  A small population means a small tax base; we just don’t have the resources to pull this off by ourselves.  In summary, I am asking for your help in creating a program that will assist underserved counties install fiber optics.

Sincerely,



Paul Bergman, District Four
Lake County Board of Commissioners
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