[image: C:\Users\Evan Webster\Desktop\MI Connection logo_final.JPG]
April 10, 2009

Broadband Technologies Opportunities Program
U S Department of Commerce, Room 4812
1401 Constitution Ave., NW
Washington, DC  20230

Dear Sir or Madam:

MI Connection Communications System is a municipally owned cable, internet, and voice provider located in Iredell and Mecklenburg Counties in North Carolina.  We have approximately 16,000 customers.  

We will be submitting a request for stimulus funds in order to allow us to extend FTTP to underserved businesses in our service area.  We believe such extension will provide for economic development and job creation, as well as broadening the economic base.

MI Connection associates itself with the Comments of the national organizations of local government (Conference of Mayors, NATOA, National League of Cities, NACo, TeleCommUnity et al) and files these supplemental comments to highlight what we believe to be vitally important considerations for the NTIA Broadband Technology Opportunities Program.

1. Broadband that is unaffordable is unavailable.  Therefore, the pricing of broadband services must be a vitally important consideration in not only judging grants, but in defining what is a un and underserved area.  
1. NTIA should define an "underserved area" to be an area lacking sufficient access to affordable high speed broadband services needed to facilitate economic development.
1. NTIA should not surrender to the states the authority to prioritize BTOP grants and projects. 
1. NTIA should remain technologically neutral in its evaluation of grant applications and have as its goal promoting affordable access to the greatest number of Americans that the stimulus dollars may achieve, and
1. NTIA must rigorously define the "public interest" test a private enterprise must pass in order to be eligible for stimulus funds.  Limiting finds to only public-private partnerships as a means to meet the "public interest" test would not be too strong a standard.

The leadership of MI Connection looks forward to working with NTIA, RUS and the FCC to extend America’s connection to affordable broadband.

Yours very truly,
/s/ Evan Webster
Chairman, ewebster@mi-connection.com
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