I believe that the first priority for broadband stimulus funding should be given to

community-based networks, especially nonprofit, municipal, and

cooperatives.

Here's why:

1.  Local networks create local jobs, rather than outsourcing jobs

overseas.

2.  Local networks re-invest local digital dollars in the community,

rather than transferring local wealth to Wall Street investors.

3.  Wall Street business models have failed rural America and

low-income urban communities for decades.  Local networks --

especially nonprofits -- are more likely to create sustainable

business models.

4.  Local network operators live and work in the communities they

serve, so they are more responsive to local needs (e.g. emergency

response, disaster-recovery) and will be more accountable for how

stimulus funds are spent.

5.  Local networks bring technical expertise back to our

communities, after decades of a "rural brain drain" as

absentee-networks consolidated information technology (IT) expertise

in major cities.

6.  Local IT expertise is an overlooked "social capital" benefit

critical for innovation, job-creation, and grassroots economic

development.  Network operators share their expertise in the

communities where they live and work -- in our schools, our youth

groups, and with local entrepreneurs who drive economic growth.

7. Local networks build and operate networks more cost-effectively

because their networks do not include costly electronics for "deep

packet inspection" (DPI), which big telecom carriers increasingly

use to track how their customers use the Internet.

8. Because local networks do not use "deep packet inspection"

electronics and staff expertise, they help protect core civil

liberties like privacy and free speech.

9. Local networks support "open network" protocols because their

business models require them to be "open to all comers."  More open

networks, in turn, ensures more competitive markets and more

opportunities for grassroots innovation.

10. Encouraging local networks is good public policy because it

helps the Internet return to its origins as a decentralized,

Jeffersonian "network-of-networks."

