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RE: East Central Vermont Community Fiber Net BTOP Application

On behaf of the Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional Commission, | am pleased to support East Central
Vermont Community FiberNet (ECFibernet) BTOP application for funding for their regional fiber to the
home broadband depl oyment project.

In our work in regional planning with our 30 member towns, we encourage sustai nabl e devel opment that
isvillage centered and also offers innovative solutions to commuting across our rural state. Many of our
smaller villages and rural areas do not have high-speed broadband options for its residents and the larger
internet providers' future plans for expansion are limited or progressing very sowly. ECFibernet’s
mission of creating a network combining financial sustainability, community ownership, and state-of-the
art technology complements our regiona planning goals of village centered services and innovative tools
that are accessible to our rural areas and residents.

The small businesses that are typical of our area and the rest of Vermont and New Hampshire are
increasingly reliant on high-speed communications to maintain or improve their competitive position.
Our region is part of the larger bi-state Upper Valey area which includes Dartmouth College and the
Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center in New Hampshire. These ingtitutions have encouraged a cluster
of related businesses, individuals and technol ogies across our region but many of these groups lack the
broadband infrastructure to fully realize their potential. Extending high-speed broadband accessto al our
citizens will enable them to participate fully in the sustainable economy of the future.

TRORC supports thiswork, and | encourage the BTOP to fully fund the application as presented.
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