AMERICAN INDIAN PETITION FOR TECHNOLOGY RECOGNITION OF 2009

The 1996 Telecommunications Act makes no mention of American “Indians”, and as a result, the “American” Reinvestment and Recovery Act of 2009 is in the process of establishing a new policy, which jeopardizes the future well-being of all of Indian Country through policies and laws that neglect the Federal Government’s “Trust Responsibility”, which founded America, as it were the “American Indians”, whom held title to the land since “Time Immemorial”, but traded it for “Future” security instead.   With that responsibility the Federal Government has played a key role in the deception, as it pertains to actually fulfilling that responsibility. This is supported and stated by the ‘Federal’ Courts in several awards of agreement that “YES” the Federal Government is “Sorely lacking in Trust”, as a result the future of Indian Country (“Domestic Sovereigns”) and Federal Government relations are unknown.  In fact, the court’s decisions are proof that lack of insight and vision on part of the Federal Government is paramount when it comes to the resources abused by the various private and public organizations, which take more than advantage of Indian Country.  One major example of this abuse would be the use of Tribal Land for easements that traverse the country and provide “Fiber Optic Connectivity” throughout.  Without legislation to guide anyone, the Department of the Interior is left to negotiate on behalf of the Tribes, when it comes to negotiating “Easements”. The result is a policy, which “Tramples Tribal Sovereignty” because the actual benefits that could be derived, such as, “Access Points” are not even considered; As a minimal flat rate is applied to each situation at a fraction of the cost and opens up many revenue streams that “Literally Bypass” Indian Country, as a whole.  A practice that has lasted for many years, are the Tribes to allow these types of “Discriminatory Activities” to continue?  If the Stimulus Package continues this practice, what precludes future abuses? Who represents Indian Country? Answer: NO ONE!  Without legislative representation the unconstitutional act of appropriating money to the ‘States’ without considering or legislating for Indian Country “The New Abuse” is blatantly obvious.  However, will this curtail the current melee to distribute “Community” resources to “STATES”, when current internal policies at the United States Department of Agriculture are barring certain large land based tribes from accessing any “Community Broadband Grants” through policies that have been in place since 2006?  Highly unlikely, as there are “No Laws to guide Federal Policy”, Agency Administrators are left to develop “Policies” that do not address the issues and are actually restricted from making any decisions that re-define the Notice of Funds Availability.   The result is both discriminatory and disabling to the future of Indian Country Health, Well-Being and Educational prospects, thus, jeopardizing U.S. Treaty Rights.  Without immediate legislative representation that affects a solid direct line of funding, which is based in legislation, Indian Country will again be forced into “Judicial Actions”, which may not be adhered to by the agencies, as a result, the Tribes that allow easements may be forced to disallow those easements through disruption of services through execution of “Temporary Restraining Orders” and “Ground Breaking” Actions, which will force surrounding concerns to finally consider the American Indians perspective as it pertains to Technology, Healthcare and Education, all agreed “Treaty Rights”.   

ON BEHALF, of the people of Indian Country, the National Congress of American Indians (Replace with Your Organization) demands emergency legislation that provides Indian Country with direct funding access to the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act of 2009, Community Broadband Grant resources as one necessary step in the process of recognizing American Indians in 21st Century Advancements that require technology, participation and “Investment” in order to ensure the “Future Survival” of Indian Country. Federal Law states ‘Congressional Action’ is required, NOW!
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