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Prodea Systems, based in Plano Texas, is a private company formed to address the challenges of today’s increasingly complex digital home and connected small business environment.   Prodea Systems’ thanks Rural Utilities Service (RUS) and National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) for the opportunity to participate and comment on the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP). This comment is in response to the BTOP’s request for information related to the selection criteria for innovative programs and measuring success of an innovative project. Prodea Systems encourages RUS and NTIA to consider the following characteristics when determining the selection criteria and measurements for innovative projects: 

· Deploys value-add services over any type telecommunications and broadband infrastructure 

· Provides a compelling experience over modest broadband infrastructure.

· Enables wired and wireless technologies for local area networks reducing the need to retrofit the wiring infrastructure in homes and public buildings.

· Enables technologies over the broadband through a platform that allows the consumer to setup and use new technologies, services and devices simply and easily, because often the burden of learning and understanding new technologies is on the shoulders of a consumer, which results in a lack of interest and adoption of broadband services.

· Allows the creation of multi-sided business models which promotes an ecosystem of providers to monetize the presence of broadband including infrastructure providers, content partners, internet properties, device manufacturers, etc.

· Allows service providers and partners to create healthy business plans that do not place the cost burden on the end consumer 

· Promotes the creation of a community of users all connected by broadband including rural to urban residents, students and teachers, doctors and patients, friends and families, ...

· Allows participation from many vendors across the industry resulting in platform diversity and cost effective options for the consumer 

· Creates multiple usage models allowing different demographics including old, young, technically savvy, and new users to utilize broadband without requiring technical expertise.

Investment in innovative enabling technologies should be carefully considered. Driving consumer demand is the best way to leverage any investment to proliferate broadband access. Investing in technology which increases adoption and demand by end consumers through removing technology barriers and providing a set of compelling applications to those consumers will drive broad base adoption. This formula will result in not simply the build out of broadband infrastructure, but drive demand across the entire ecosystem of devices and services which support a set of compelling Internet based applications. 

