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The Wisconsin Technical College State Board is the governing body of the Wisconsin Technical College System (WTCS). The WTCS has 16 technical college districts throughout Wisconsin, which offer more than 300 programs awarding two-year associate degrees, one- and two-year technical diplomas and short-term technical diplomas. In addition, the System is a major provider of customized training and technical assistance to Wisconsin’s business and industry community and the primary provider of adult basic education services in the state. More than half of all adults in Wisconsin have accessed the technical colleges for education and training in the last decade. We appreciate this opportunity to comment on the broadband funding available in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).  Following are comments regarding specific RUS/NTIA questions.
Effective ways to offer broadband funds to ensure that rural residents receive it

To ensure that un-served and under-served populations gain access to broadband services, proposals that include public/private partnerships should be given priority for infrastructure funding.  Such projects should finance infrastructure to connect Community Anchor Institutions broadly defined to include Universities, Technical and Community colleges, Schools, Libraries, Museums, Health care facilities and other institutions that are able to aggregate regional entities, are geographically dispersed and are accessible to the public.  The WTCS supports such a project filed in this same docket by WiscNet (Wisconsin’s Research, Education, and Public Service Network); Go-GIG! 
If bandwidth can be expanded or brought to CANs (Community Area Networks)  or Community Anchor Institutions, then local users only need to get local connections, which is much cheaper than the long distances between communities.  Once we pay for the anchor sites – then the local ISP / providers can afford to connect public users on extra fiber that would be run when the Anchor Institutions are connected.  Local users may still need to pay for the local connections, but the return on investment for the vendors should be less, so fees can be less to the users. 

The $200 million for public computing centers should give priority to proposals that involve collaboration between libraries and community colleges and which leverage the existing broadband assets and capacity of both or multiple entities. To best leverage existing broadband capacity, and to ensure that the public can truly take advantage of new infrastructure or expanded capacity, services and staff associated with improving public access should be an eligible use of these funds, including training services, security, user support services, and equipment upgrades.
Eligible Grant Recipients 
Community Area Networks (CANs) operated or managed by the public sector, not-for-profits, or by the private sector should be eligible entities. Priority should be given to CANs that serve areas with large low income populations or un- and under-served populations.  
Establishing Selection Criteria for Grant Awards 
In addition to the specific criteria referenced in the Recovery Act, priority or preference in the grant ranking process should be given to: 

· Applications that seek to expand existing programs, infrastructure and services
· Applications that provide long-term benefits (e.g., fiber)

· Applications that show collaboration or partnerships, (e.g., CANs), and 

· Applications that demonstrate a large regional or statewide impact. 

Grant Mechanics 
Give priority to applications that build on existing programs and services and that have a track record the applicant can document. Consider a more streamlined application process for grants requesting less than $50,000. Have reasonable limits on the length of the grant application form. 
Grants for Expanding Public Computer Center Capacity 
The nation’s technical and community colleges have significant investments in broadband capacity that could be leveraged with the nation’s public libraries physical capacity to maximize the number of public computing centers established through the ARRA funding.  Key needs of such collaborative proposals include:

· Expanded bandwidth

· Security 

· Ongoing user training and support

· Ongoing maintenance and equipment upgrades

To encourage leveraging of existing resources, the $200 million for public computing centers should give priority to proposals that involve collaboration between libraries and community colleges and which leverage the existing broadband assets and capacity of both or multiple entities. To best leverage existing broadband capacity, and to ensure that the public can truly take advantage of new infrastructure or expanded capacity, services and staff associated with improving public access should be an eligible use of these funds, including training services, security, user support services and equipment upgrades. 
Innovative Programs to Encourage Sustainable Adoption of Broadband Services
The economic effect of expanding the nation’s broadband infrastructure will be reduced if the majority of end users of this structure (businesses, consumers) do not have the equipment, technical skills or knowledge to access the system.  Educational and community service organizations with established programs for delivering this technical skill and knowledge and whose service area includes un-served or under-served populations, should be eligible to apply for grants for education, awareness, training, access, equipment, and support under Section 6001(b)(3) ).   
Financial Contributions by Grant Applicants 
Allow in-kind contributions to be considered as the “match”.  Specifically, for public computing center projects, in-kind match should be required to demonstrate existing broadband and public access assets. 
