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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

United Tribes Technical College (UTTC) submits the accompanying comments on behalf of the five (5) Tribes of United Tribes of North Dakota and on behalf of the College. UTTC is submitting comments relating to Sections I and II of the Joint Request for Information (RFI) referenced above.

Our comments are related to the following parts corresponding to the RFI: Section I. The Application and Review Process. A. Streamlining the Applications. 2, 3, and 4, and B.; Section II. Policy Issues Addressed in the NOFA. A. Funding Priorities and Objectives. 1, 2, and 3, and Section II. B. Program Definitions, C. Public Notice of Service Areas, D. Interconnection and Nondiscrimination Requirements, and F. Cost Effectiveness. 

Generally, UTTC urges a process by which Tribal proposals for broadband access grants and loans are prioritized. Because the Tribes in our region are extremely rural, with widely dispersed and young populations, UTTC wants the points allocated in such a way that federally recognized Tribes and Tribal colleges can meaningfully participate in the ARRA RUS and NTIA funding opportunities.  

Further, the application process does need to be streamlined, and modified so that one application can suffice for all funding opportunities.  In addition, Tribes should not have to rely on the state(s) in which they are located to specify the level of need for broadband access.  The rationales for these ideas are included in the statement below.
