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Introduction
International Broadband Electric Communications, Inc. (IBEC) is a full service Internet Service Provider with 14 years experience providing Internet access. IBEC currently has contracts with 13 electric cooperatives (co-ops) to deploy its BPL solution throughout their entire network reaching over 300,000 customers.  
As a current Broadband provider in Rural America and an applicant in the first round of stimulus funding, IBEC appreciates the opportunity to submit comments to the Department of Commerce, National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) and the Department of Agriculture, Rural Utilities Service (RUS). 
      Recommendations

1.) Definition/Speed of Broadband:  
We would continue to advocate the agencies take a stronger stance on what is considered Broadband.  Such stance would ensure those typically left behind in the digital divide receive quality Broadband, a minimum threshold for speed should be set at 1.54 mbps symmetrically.  This is a T-1 speed and has consistently been thought of as Broadband.   Setting a minimum speed does not prohibit providers from offering lower speeds or even prevent customers from selecting a slower speed, but offers residents and businesses the opportunity to partake in high speed quality service.  
In addition, we would strongly urge both agencies that all technologies be scored and treated equally.  The speed thresholds and point allotment should not differ for wireless and wire line service.  We believe this would hold with Congress’ intent in remaining technology neutral.  
2.) Scoring of Remote Area Targeting:  
Under the first Notice of Funding Available, the scoring of a remote service area allows for up to five points with the first point being awarded for a service area that is 50 miles from a non-rural area and so on.  We would propose the scoring be changed to the first point being awarded for serving an area 10 miles from a non-rural area and for every addition 10 miles another point be added to total 5 points.  (1 point for 10 miles from a non rural area, 2 points for 20 miles, 3 points for 30 miles, 4 points for 40 miles, and 5 points for 50 miles)  Even today, 10 miles outside of a community of 20,000 or less it is often hard to find Broadband service available.  

3.) Applicants receiving award priority:  
We ask the current provision of 5 extra points given to Title II borrowers by Congress simply be expanded to include Title VI borrowers.  The Title VI borrowers under the Broadband Loan Program have the proven technological, managerial, and practical experience needed to make these projects a success.  We believe that level of proven commitment and experience warrants they receive the same benefits as the Title II borrowers.   
We thank you for the opportunity to submit suggestions/comments in regards to the stimulus    funding and look forward to the next rounds as more funds are made available.  
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