Some Broadband Stimulus Problems, Questions and Suggestions (11/30/09)

Problems
1. Need better access to map data. Connect Ohio had data for households served and names of providers by census block, but not if they subscribed to broadband and the connection speeds. It had no information on businesses. 

2. We need base line of current information on broadband usage for households and businesses. We need more openness in Data tracking of who is doing what.

3. How much will the local telcos and the state truly influence which projects get selected?

4. A lot of the financial projections the grant was asking for were not applicable to public municipalities like New Albany.  Another area to make improvement is how the application speaks to economic development and businesses.  The application says that businesses and economic development are eligible for funds, but the application guide does not help applicants with business application, only residential applications. 

Questions
1. Rural Utility Service (RUS) Deputy Administrator Jessica Zufolo said NTIA will most likely have only one more round. Have heard NOFA will be out December 14 – true?

2. Will the submission dates for the next round of applications have a longer timeframe then six weeks? Will they have a due date late in first quarter of 2010?

3. What will be the focus of Round 2? What will be the changes from Round 1?

4. Will there be more dollars for the Sustainable Broadband Adoption and Public Computer Center categories?

5. While first State Broadband Map awards have been announced, what about awards for Infrastructure and other categories? When will they ALL be announced? Does anyone know who may get awards yet?

6. Where does the Federal government see areas for innovation in technology? Is it only health care or energy based? Is it making USA more competitive globally?

7. What do the feds think about new ways to use technology to serve society (ex. Connecting generations – learned, older folks remotely helping kids to learn)? 

8. Only a drop in the bucket, how do we sustain the build-out? Study said it will take $20 billion to give all unserved areas broadband access at 768kbps, $50 billion to give minimum of 10mbps and $350 billion for a 100mbps minimum. What will government’s role be in moving USA towards faster broadband speeds?

Suggestions
1. Change “underserved” requirements so that cities and villages could better qualify.

2. The definition of “underserved” is unfair to applicants and the process to determine what is underserved is even worse.  Using a percentage of customers using broadband services is fine but those numbers should become public even if the companies providing the service are not identified.  

3. Increase the speed from 768 kilobits to at least 1.5 megabits and preferably 10 megabits per second.

4. National Broadband plan - the specific recommendations for funding each part of the plan MUST be included by the February 2010 deadline.

5. Need to have more education and roundtables on broadband and technology and what we can do to build competitive regional innovation environments; with public participation, to create and sustain quality jobs.
