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November 25, 2009

Mr. Jonathan Adelstein
Broadband Initiatives Program
Rural Utility Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue SW
Stop 1599

Washington DC 20250

Re: Joint Request for Information published 11-16-09
Dear Mr. Adelstein:

National Public Broadband, Inc., a non-profit organization that designs, builds and
operates municipally-owned FTTP networks, would like to offer the following
comments.

1. Middle Mile “Comprehensive Community” Projects

RUS and NTIA should not concentrate on, or limit funding to only include funding to
“middle mile infrastructure facilities into a group of communities and connect key anchor
institutions within those communities.” Our organization’s primary focus is on rural
communities and we believe the above action would make it more difficult, not less
difficult, to build last mile ubiquitous service in these communities. The referenced
anchor institutions are usually “anchor tenants” on newly developing local FTTP
networks. Removing these institutions from last mile networks will deprive these
markets of the revenue needed to establish last mile networks. The result from this type
of effort will be well connected institutions that are islands in a sea of poorly served
residences and small businesses.

It is difficult to generate the necessary economies of scale in small rural markets. RUS
can help address this issue by encouraging multiple community last mile projects. A
necessary component of these networks will be the middle mile to connect them. With
the commitment of multiple communities to a last mile network and the resulting larger
market, the cost of the middle mile is usually a minor consideration. Thus RUS
objectives would be best met by encouraging “Comprehensive Community Last Mile
Projects”, not “Middle Mile Projects.”
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Thank you for your consideration,
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Tim Nulty, CEO, National Public Broadbang, Inc.

Brian Estrem, COO, National Public Broadband, Inc.

John Schultz, CTO, National Public Broadband, Inc.

Caney L Felll

Gary Fields, CFO, National Public Broadband, Inc.




