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BROADBAND TASK FORCE
209 E. Musser Street, Room 200

Carson City, Nevada 89701-4298
http://nv.gov/recovery/Broadband_ARRA.htm 
MEMORANDUM
To 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 


Department of Commerce

From
Nevada Broadband Task Force

Date
November 20, 2009

Re
Broadband Initiatives Program and Broadband Technology Opportunities Program Request for Information Round Two

Nevada’s Broadband Task Force would like to respond to the joint Request for Information from the Rural Utilities Service (RUS) and National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) which was published in the Federal Register this November, seeking public comment on implementation of the Broadband Initiatives Program (BIP) and the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP).  Nevada’s Broadband Task Force was created by Executive Order of Governor Jim Gibbons on July 5, 2009 in part to take advantage of the funding opportunities available under BTOP.     

Broadband technology has the potential to create jobs, fundamentally alter our economy and improve the quality of life for all Americans.  This is especially important in Nevada where many of our citizens reside in areas that are currently unserved and underserved.  While we are excited to see a national focus on this type of transformational infrastructure, we are concerned that the legislative time frames may hinder accomplishing this task, thus preventing us from achieving these worthwhile goals as effectively as might otherwise have been possible. 

The Nevada Broadband Task Force has an overriding concern with regard to the timing of the second round of applications.  Nevada had planned that its preliminary broadband map would be completed by February 1, 2010 and its final map by March 1, 2010.  However, funding from the State Broadband Data and Development Grant (SBDDG) Program for these activities has not yet been approved.  This will delay completion of the mapping.   We understand that a number of other states are also waiting for final approval of their SBDDG to complete mapping.  We urge the NTIA to consider delaying the second round of funding so states have sufficient time to complete their preliminary maps and at least 30 days to use the final maps in reviewing round two applications.
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