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Comments

On Novernber  I  6"  2009" t l re  Rura l  t i t i l i t ies Serv ice r ' "Rt  IS ' " )  and the Nat ional

' l -elect-xtt t trunicatioris 
artd Infbrrnation Adrninistrat ir-r lr  ("N-l ' lA") released tr. ioint RcqLrest lbr Inf irrrnatiort

("RFI" ')  requestir tg publ ic conrrrent on r, 'ar ious issues related to t lre irnplernerrtat ion of t l re Broadbarrd

Init iat ives Prograrn ("BIP") and t lre Broadband Technolo-uy'Opporlunit ies Prograrn ("B-fOP"). In this

f i l ing.  Your ' fe l  Arner ica,  Inc.  prov ides responsetc l t rvoof  the issues ra ised in  th is  RFI .

I l r  Sec t io l r  C l . .  Pub l ic  Not ice  o f  Served Areas .  t l re  RFI  seeks  co lnnrent  on  Sec t ion  VI l .B .  wh ic l r

a l lows " . . . fb r  ex is t ing  broac lbar rd  serv ice  prov iders  to  cornrner r t  on  the  i ipp l i can ts"assef t io r rs  tha t  t l re i r

prttposed f lnded service areas are unserved or unclerservecl." '  As surnrnarized. other par-t ies l tal 'e

suggested th is  process nrav have a ch i l l ing e l fbct  on BIP and BI-OP par l ic ipat ion as d isqual i f icat ion o1 '

appl icat iolts t l ta) 'occur based ort infbrnration fbr rvhiclr no rneans to rebut or sulrstantiate exists. Irr

respoltse to this gap. YourTel respectful ly requests any'ancl al l  inf irrnrat ion. data or conlnent provided by

an exist i l rg broadband provider in associat ion with anotlrer appl icant 's sublnission be provided to the

itppl icant. ln addit ion, the applicant slrould be provided rvit l r  a reasolratr le anrount of t inre to pror, ' idc

addit ional data to substattt iate the original appl icat iorr and/or rebuttal inforlnatiolt  belore any'decision is

t- l
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made on the application. With t lre goal

broadband to al l .  i t  r ,vould be less than

perception.

these progran"ls being nothing less than the provision of

if a unique approaclt were to be r,'etoed b1' an ttttttlocJccl

of

fair

In  Sect ior r  E, .  Sale of  Pro ject  Assets.  NOFA Sect ion IX.C.2 's  purpose is  descr ibed as prohib i t ing

the sale or lease of broadband fbci l i t ies f irrrded bv an ar,vard unless ceflain cortdit ions are It tet.  
- fhose

condit ions are ".. . the agencies Inay approve a sale or lease i f  i t  is for adequate cortsideration. the

purclraser agrees to t ir l f l l l  t l ie terrns and condit ir-xts relat ing to the proiect" and either the applicartt

i rrclucles t l te proposed sale or lease in i ts appl icat ion as paft of ' t l ie original reqr.rest fbr grant lunds or t l te

agettcies rvaive tltis prclvision fbr arry sale or lease occurring afier the tenlh -r-'ear frorrt tlre date the graltt.

loatr" or loan/grant al larcl is issrled." I  Yourl-el agrees r, l ' i th others rvho have pointed out this reqr-r irenrertt

as a d is i l tcent ive to par t ic ipate on t l re  BIP or  BTOP progra lns.  Cornpanies i ike YourTel  need thc abi l i ty ' to

reltrai l t  l lexible in i ts future plans and alr esseltt ial  part of that u,or- l ld be the leveraging of any' and al l

capital assets for f i r ture expansions as r.vel l  as ut i l iz ing those assets to trade up to Inore advanced

equiprncrr t .

Respectfl l ly' r,ours.
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