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Re:  II. Policy Issues Addressed in the NOFA  
            A. Funding Priorities and Objectives 

 

I served as a reviewer for the first round of BTOP grants.  Following the reviews I have 

visited 114 of the 250 rural communities we have served through previous USDA RUS 

distance learning and telemedicine grant funding to meet with residents and discuss how to 

best bring their communities into the BIP/BTOP funding program. 

 

The most recurrent comment I have received had to do with the issue of very small rural 

communities not being able to compete with large, state or regional efforts primarily because 

of small population (last mile end-user) and core anchor agency statistics.  There was 

additional concern expressed regarding the very significant difference in support staff 

availability for the preparation of the grants with very small rural communities.   

 

Most of the rural communities I have held meetings with have populations between 400 and 

1,500.  This is a cause for concern because these rural areas have seen in the past that they 

are typically left without broadband access by large service providers because of their small 

size and there is unexpectedly vocal concern concerning the low priority these same very 

small rural communities will receive during the planning and roll-out of large regional or 

statewide broadband projects. 

 

I would recommend that consideration be given to the needs of these communities, 

prioritizing a portion of Federal funding specifically for very small rural communities.  These 

small communities make up a tremendous part of the National rural profile and rarely benefit 

from large Statewide or regional programs. 

 

Although large statistical benefit can be gained through funding of Statewide and regional 

proposals I believe an equal, and potentially greater end result for the BIP/BTOP funding will 

be achieved if a large number of very small rural communities are given an opportunity to 

take advantage of the available funding. 

 

The larger projects typically require very large grant and grant/loan budgets and draw on a 

significant percentage of total funding available without a guarantee that the result of these 

larger projects will have any greater impact in very rural, small community areas than the 

impact already achieved by large carriers such as AT&T and Verizon. 

 

I would be happy to meet with the Committee to review specific community concerns and 

share additional details from our meetings. 
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Thank you, 

 

Timothy 

 

Timothy Tyndall 

Director 

Visible Light / RAIN Rural Development Network 

1562 Cougar Ridge Road 

Buellton, CA. 93427 

Phone: 805-708-0127 

Email: timothy@rain.org 

 

 


