
Response to NITA's Request for Public Comments on the Internet Assigned Numbers Authority (IANA) Functions
Comments on Question 2:

The Internet has been constructed and operated through a series of community efforts by Internet users in different geographic areas around the world.  Therefore there should be formal procedures or mechanisms in place to ensure that regional Internet communities would have the opportunity to voice their opinions and concerns for consideration by the IANA to ensure that the implementation of IANA's functions recognize, or at the very least, do not hinder, disrupt, destabilize, conflict with or otherwise complicate, the practical realities of local Internet usage.  NTIA and any organization that it delegates with the power to oversee root zone and domain name management should remain politically neutral and should reserve as many matters as possible for local Internet communities to determine on their own, or at the very least, NTIA (or its delegates) should consult with and involve local Internet communities in its decision-making process.  The IANA's functions should continue to rely on, but also defer to (as appropriate) the policies and procedures developed within local Internet communities and by their ccTLD operators.  Especially when determining matters regarding delegation and redelegation of domain names, it is recommended that no decision should be made without the consultation with or consent of GAC, ccNSO, and/or relevant ccTLD operators.  NTIA, the IANA, or any other organization delegated by NTIA to oversee root zone management should minimize intervention (unless requested or as otherwise appropriate) and allow GAC, ccNSO, and/or relevant ccTLD operators to manage their own matters and affairs.  Specific mechanisms reflecting the principles above should be stated expressly in the new agreement governing IANA functions and/or in the constitutional documents of the IANA, its successors and any relevant assignees of the IANA.
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