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RE: Request for Comments on the Internet Assigned Numbers Authority Functions
The Internet Service Provider and Connectivity Providers (ISPCP) Constituency of ICANN’s Generic Names Support Organisation (GNSO), welcomes the opportunity to respond to the Request for Comments on the Internet Assigned Numbers Authority (IANA) Functions issued by the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) of the US Department of Commerce (Docket N° 110207099-1099-01),

The ISPCP fully supports the need to ensure a stable and secure Internet. Sound management of the Domain Name System (DNS), IP addresses and other Internet protocol parameters play a vital part in achieving that required stability.
The Internet is a global medium supporting economic growth and innovation worldwide, and the framework under which the IANA operates must now fully reflect that situation. The stable and secure functioning of the Internet is a shared responsibility among all stakeholders in the Internet community and a specific responsibility of ICANN, as set out in section 2 of its Bylaws.  In addition ICANN’s Affirmation of Commitments (AoC) underlines the desire to make the global technical coordination of the DNS fully accountable to the multi-stakeholder, private sector led, bottom-up policy development model. 

It is the view of the ISPCP that the IANA responsibilities should remain with ICANN and not fall under any Government oversight. Moreover the ISPCP sees no valid reason to separate the independent technical functions and their management from the current combined approach. A move away from the existing cohesive approach appears to offer few, if any, additional benefits. The implementation of the AoC and its resulting Recommendations coupled with the obligatory periodical reviews affords an appropriate, efficient and effective way of monitoring ICANNs overall performance and its adherence to its core values and mission. 
The ISPCP fully appreciates that performance of the IANA functions must be reliant upon the policies and procedures developed within the Internet technical community, but to date the existing arrangements have worked well.  It is indeed important that those involved in IANA actively participate within those forums responsible for developing relevant technical standards, policies and procedures. Whilst there appears little reason to change the existing arrangement at this time, this question should be reconsidered later if proven benefits or safeguards from that action can be established.
Submitted on behalf of ICANNs Internet Service Providers & Connectivity Providers Constituency.

