Internet Society of China comments on the IANA function

Internet Society of China welcomes National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA), the U.S. Department of Commerce, requesting for public comment on the Internet Assigned Numbers Authority (IANA) functions. Root servers and root file management are critical for security and stability of the Internet operation, to which the Internet community attached great importance. On behalf of nearly 500 million Internet users, Internet Society of China highly concerns the expiration of the IANA contract, and makes the following comments.

Firstly, Internet society of China would like to appreciate the contribution made by U.S. government, ICANN and all other stakeholders for a prosperous Internet today. 

Secondly, as the infrastructure of the information society, Internet has impact on the economic development and social life. Countries around the world have been put it as national interest. The root servers, root zone file and Top-Level Domains are the key resources of the Internet and become top priority in Internet governance. Contrasted to the period when the IANA contract was signed years ago, the Internet had taken profound changes along with the evolvement of top-level domains, the root name server operational requirements, and the root zone file management. In particular, the introduction of the IDNs is likely to pose  more challenges regarding the stability and security of the root, which needs to be dealt with carefully by all countries, c
ommunities and users.
Thirdly, according to C3.1 to C3.3 of the IANA contract, ICANN only submit reports to U.S government alone which authorizes the process to  modify, add and delete the entries in root zone files. Because of such constraints, as well as ICANN, as a private incorporation in California, should comply with the California law. It is difficult for ICANN to implement an open, fair process and be responsive to all the other governments and stakeholders. As a result, the accountability and transparency of ICANN can not be enhanced to meet the vision of multi-stakeholder governance model. Internet Society of China is of the opinion that the relevant arrangements should be reconsidered.
Fourthly, as the multi-stakeholder model of Internet governance has beening gradually taking shape, Internet Society of China believe that all stakeholders should equally be endowed with the participation right, information right and supervision right over IANA function to ensure that the accountability and transparency of IANA-related decision-making is recognized by all stakeholders. 
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