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                                                                                                                                   Ref: dotafrica/2011/03/31

 Africa's map in the digital inclusion! 

31 March 2011

 

Ms. Fiona M. Alexander  

Associate Administrator

Office of International Affairs 

National Information Telecommunications and Administration 

US Department of Commerce

IANAFunctions@ntia.doc.gov
 Dear Ms. Alexander:

Subject:
Request for comments on Internet Assigned Numbers Authority (IANA) functions
DotConnectAfrica (DCA) is a not-for-profit, non-partisan organization registered in Mauritius, Africa, Reg.ID CT8710DCA90, which was inspired to come to fruition to coordinate the implementation of the .Africa initiative.   DCA’s mission is to sponsor, establish and operate a regional Internet namespace with global recognition and regional significance, dedicated to the needs of the Pan-African and African community.   Additionally, DCA will reinvest surpluses in socio-technological advancement initiatives relevant to the Pan-Africa and African community.
DCA supports that the status quo be maintained, as the Internet Numbers Assigned Authority (IANA) functions re-award the contract to ICANN.  ICANN has done a successful job of managing the operations already with a multi-stockholding governance body.  Any new entity introduced, particularly at this time of transition to new gTLDs and IPV6 will likely to cause a breakdown in knowledge and governing structure that will cause an impact in the domain name and IP addressing resources already in place. 

Respectfully submitted,

Ms. Sophia Bekele, B.S., M.B.A., C.I.S.A, C.C.S, CGEIT 

Executive Director (.Africa)

DotConnectAfrica.org 

Ex. gTLD Policy Advisor to ICANN (2005-07) 
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