
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 

DRAFT PRELIMINARY VIEWS FOR WRC-15 
 
Agenda Item 1.4:  to consider possible new allocation to the amateur service on a secondary 
basis within the band 5 250-5 450 kHz in accordance with Resolution 649 (WRC-12) 
 
BACKGROUND:  Incumbent services in the 5 250-5 450 kHz range include the fixed, mobile 
(except aeronautical mobile), and radiolocation1 services.  Experience has shown that amateur 
service operation is incompatible with HF radiolocation; thus, the 5 250-5 275 kHz range is not 
suitable to satisfy this agenda item.  Some administrations, including the United States, have 
permitted amateur service licensees privileges within the 5 275-5 450 kHz range under Radio 
Regulations No. 4.4, in some cases permitting operation on discrete channels, and in other cases 
permitting access to a frequency band.  These amateur operations are typically limited to lower 
power levels (i.e., 100 watts effective isotropic radiated power).  In some cases, these amateur 
operations are restricted to specific emission designators (i.e., 2K80J3E, 2K80J2D, 60HOJ2B 
and 150HA1A). 
 
U.S. VIEW:  If ITU-R studies demonstrate compatibility with incumbent services, the United 
States will consider supporting a secondary allocation of up to 15 kHz to the amateur service 
within the 5 275-5 450 kHz range.  Contiguous spectrum is not a requirement for amateur 
operations in the band.  Sharing studies should consider non-contiguous, discreet allocations as 
well as listen-before-transmit protocols to provide additional protection for the primary services. 

                                                 
1 The allocation to the radiolocation service is in the band 5 250-5 275 kHz and comes into force on 1 January 2013. 


