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Agenda item 1.4:  to consider possible new allocation to the amateur service on a secondary basis within the band 5 250-5 450 kHz in accordance with Resolution 649 (WRC-12);

BACKGROUND:

Allocations to amateur services in the HF frequencies are interleaved in frequency to provide capability of communicating during different propagation conditions.  The amateur radio service has access to allocations in the vicinity of 3 500 and 7 000 kHz.  However, there is a big gap between these two allocations.  Sometimes, ionospheric conditions may render either or both of these allocations unsatisfactory for communications over the distances often required for responding to emergencies and disaster conditions.  Depending upon the nature of the emergency or disaster-relief traffic amateurs may be requested to carry, communications over relatively-short (less than 1 000 km) or relatively-long (greater than 1 000 km) distances.  Amateur Service disaster relief operations are described in the new Report ITU-M.[PPDR].  Accordingly, access to spectrum in the vicinity of around5 3000 kHz would be required by amateur stations to carry out reliable emergency and disaster-relief communications.

The particular attributes for communications, including those in times of emergencies, of the 5 250 to      5 450 kHz range have been recognized in provisions made by several administrations, including Bahrain, Canada, the Czech Republic, Cayman Islands, the Dominican Republic, Finland, Ireland, Sweden, the United Kingdom, and the United States, and subject to the provisions of the Radio Regulations (Chapter II, Article 4.4), for operation by amateur radio licensees in this frequency range subject to the provisions of RR 4.4.  Resolution 649 (WRC-12) invites WRC-15 to consider the possibility of making an allocation of an appropriate amount of spectrum, not necessarily contiguous, to the amateur service on a secondary basis within the band 5 250-5 450 kHz.  As the responsible group, ITU-R Working Party 5A (WP 5A) must perform the studies listed under Issues in time for consideration by WRC-15.
Amateur service characteristics in the frequency range 5 250 to 5 450 kHz are similar to land mobile service with respect to antenna types, power, modulation, and transmission bandwidths.  Preliminary results indicate that the Amateur Service and land mobile service can coexist within the same spectrum range.

Experience has shown that amateur service operation is incompatible with HF radiolocation; thus, the 5250-5275 kHz range is not suitable to satisfy this agenda item.

Compatibility studies indicate that observance by the Amateur Service of listen-before-transmit protocols would not cause harmful interference to the primary Fixed and Mobile services in the 5275-5450 kHz range.
A spectrum occupancy survey performed for the frequency range 5250 to 5450 kHz in Canada over a period of one year identified available spectrum for amateur use.
ISSUES:

· Study spectrum requirements for a secondary allocation to the amateur service within the band 5 275 to 5 450 kHz (this may include one or more blocks of spectrum not necessarily contiguous within the frequency range 5 275 to -5 450 kHz) in all three ITU Regions;

· Study potential the sharing among the amateur services and other services currently allocated in and/or adjacent to the band 5 250 to- 5 450 kHz taking careful account of the interference criteria of the primary services;

PRELIMINARY VIEWS:

CAN

Canada believes that the amateur service requires access to spectrum in the vicinity of 5 300 kHz to carry out reliable emergency and disaster-relief communications.  An allocation to the amateur service, on a secondary basis for one or more blocks of spectrum (not necessarily contiguous) in the range 5 275 kHz to 5 450 kHz, taking into account the results of ITU-R studies, could satisfy this requirement.

Canada continues to support the work of WP 5A and may on sharing, compatibility and other studies conducted under this agenda item.
B
Brazil recognizes the value of ongoing experiments with Amateur Service on the 5 250 to 5 450 kHz frequency range (promoted by national administrations under the provisions of section II, Article 4.4 of the Radio Regulations) and supports ongoing and future ITU-R sharing studies to determine appropriate compatibility criteria.
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