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AGENDA ITEM 1.6.1    To consider possible additional primary allocations to the fixed-satellite service (Earth-to-space and space-to-Earth) of 250 MHz in the range between 10 GHz and 17 GHz in Region 1;and review the regulatory provisions on the current allocations to the fixed-satellite service within each range, taking into account the results of ITU R studies, in accordance with Resolution 151 (WRC 12)
BACKGROUND:

The existing unplanned fixed-satellite services (FSS) bands in the range 10-15 GHz have enjoyed widespread use for a variety of applications for which demand has grown rapidly. In all Regions, there is currently 750 MHz of unplanned FSS spectrum allocated in the Earth-to-space direction in the range 10-15 GHz. However, in Regions 2 and 3, the unplanned FSS allocation in the space-to-Earth direction is greater than the unplanned FSS allocation in the Earth-to-space direction. In Regions 2 and 3 the unplanned FSS space-to-Earth allocations are 1.0 GHz and 1.05 GHz, respectively. This asymmetry between unplanned FSS Earth-to-space and space-to-Earth allocations is seen to create bandwidth limitations that could impose restrictions on Regions 2 and 3 FSS operators, preventing them from making the most effective use of the allocated spectrum to meet growing demand from FSS users. In order to correct the aforementioned asymmetry, WRC-12 adopted Resolution 152 inviting the ITU-R to conduct studies of possible bands for new primary unplanned FSS Earth-to-space allocations of 250 MHz in Regions 2 and 300 MHz in Region 3. If new Earth-to-space FSS allocations are adopted in Regions 2 and 3 there will be an imbalance in unplanned FSS spectrum between Regions 1, 2 and 3 in the frequency range 10-15 GHz. Recognizing that frequency allocations (e.g. aligned services) should, wherever possible, be allocated on a worldwide basis, WRC-12 adopted Resolution 151 inviting the ITU-R to conduct studies of possible bands for new primary unplanned FSS Earth-to-space and space-to-Earth allocations of 250 MHz in Region 1 in the frequency range 10-17 GHz – with a particular focus on bands that are contiguous (or near contiguous) with existing unplanned FSS allocations. 

ISSUES:
· Determine whether an additional primary unplanned FSS allocation in the frequency range 10-17 GHz is needed in Region 1 given the linkage with agenda item 1.6.2.

· Protection of existing primary services in the frequency bands considered. 

· Protection and integrity of frequency bands that are already subject to a Plan (e.g. App. 30/30A/30B), if they are considered as candidate bands.

PRELIMINARY VIEWS:

To be completed.
__________________________
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