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Applicant Name:   GlenMartin, Inc. 

_______________________Public Notice Submissions_______________________ 

-----Service Area:   2 Oregon De Kalb 

 

Submitter:   CenturyLink 

Comment:   The proposed service areas are not wholly underserved or unserved. CenturyLink is 
submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not underserved or unserved, 
under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as ineligible. With limited 
funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be directed only to areas that 
are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines. CenturyLink can certify that 
its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the applicant’s proposed service areas. 
Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas where the application overlaps our 
existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data showing broadband availability in our 
local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We will provide additional information on 
request if that will further assist the agency’s review. This data is not exhaustive; the application may 
include other areas also currently served with broadband by other providers, which should be 
considered in the assessment of the application. Our data combined with that of other broadband 
providers would likely show further duplication and overlap of broadband services in the proposed 
service areas. CenturyLink has committed to upgrade and extend broadband. CenturyLink has an 
extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that service even further. As part of 
its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission, CenturyLink committed to offer 
retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2012. 
Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq local operating companies, in any 
state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years. CenturyLink also agreed to meet 
targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure availability of retail broadband Internet 
access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the broadband eligible access lines by July 
1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3 Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access 
lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible 
lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our average tele-density is 23 customers per square 
mile. This commitment ensures availability of broadband even to very rural consumers. The agency 
should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment inevitably 
will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has proven, 
industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline and 
wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves over 7 million 
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states. 



 

Submitter:   Mediacom Communications Corporation 

Comment:   A large number of households in applicant's proposed service area are currently served 
existing broadband providers like Mediacom and Socket.  Broadband speeds well in excess of the 
minimum broadband speeds set forth in the NOFA are currently available within the applicant's 
proposed service area.  For its part, Mediacom advertises and provides broadband services within the 
proposed service area at speeds up 20 Mbps.   

 

Submitter:   Windstream 

Comment:   Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not 
qualify as an unserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at 
advertised speeds of greater than 768 kbps downstream and 200 kbps upstream to some of the 
households within the proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to 
Windstream’s broadband service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive 
broadband offerings are available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given 
this information, agency officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the 
proposed funded service area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as unserved.  

  

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband 
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several 
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and 
affordable broadband service.      

  

The agencies define an “unserved area” as follows: “Unserved area means a proposed funded service 
area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks, where at least 90 percent of households in 
the proposed funded service area lack access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service, either 
fixed or mobile, at the minimum broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband 
above). A household has access to broadband service if the household can readily subscribe to that 
service upon request.”     

 

 

 

-----Service Area:   2 Oregon Atchison 



 

Submitter:   IAMO Telephone Co 

Comment:   100% of the service area is covered by broadband service. 

 

Submitter:   CenturyLink 

Comment:   The proposed service areas are not wholly underserved or unserved. CenturyLink is 
submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not underserved or unserved, 
under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as ineligible. With limited 
funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be directed only to areas that 
are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines. CenturyLink can certify that 
its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the applicant’s proposed service areas. 
Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas where the application overlaps our 
existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data showing broadband availability in our 
local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We will provide additional information on 
request if that will further assist the agency’s review. This data is not exhaustive; the application may 
include other areas also currently served with broadband by other providers, which should be 
considered in the assessment of the application. Our data combined with that of other broadband 
providers would likely show further duplication and overlap of broadband services in the proposed 
service areas. CenturyLink has committed to upgrade and extend broadband. CenturyLink has an 
extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that service even further. As part of 
its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission, CenturyLink committed to offer 
retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2012. 
Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq local operating companies, in any 
state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years. CenturyLink also agreed to meet 
targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure availability of retail broadband Internet 
access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the broadband eligible access lines by July 
1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3 Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access 
lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible 
lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our average tele-density is 23 customers per square 
mile. This commitment ensures availability of broadband even to very rural consumers. The agency 
should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment inevitably 
will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has proven, 
industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline and 
wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves over 7 million 
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states. 

 

Submitter:   Rock Port Telephone Company and Affiliates  



Comment:   Executive Summary:  Rock Port Telephone Company and its affiliates advertize and are 
capable of providing broadband service at download rates of 1, 3 and 5 mbps to 99% of the households 
in their exchange territory. Within that ILEC service area 46% of households have subscribed to the 
broadband product. Countywide,  we provide broadband service with speeds greater than 3mbps to 
32% of the households.  In that area, two other companies also offer broadband. The three companies’ 
combined customer count is greater than 40%.  Atchison County does not qualify as an unserved or 
underserved area 

 

 

-----Service Area:   2 Oregon Andrew 

 

Submitter:   CenturyLink 

Comment:   The proposed service areas are not wholly underserved or unserved. CenturyLink is 
submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not underserved or unserved, 
under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as ineligible. With limited 
funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be directed only to areas that 
are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines. CenturyLink can certify that 
its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the applicant’s proposed service areas. 
Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas where the application overlaps our 
existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data showing broadband availability in our 
local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We will provide additional information on 
request if that will further assist the agency’s review. This data is not exhaustive; the application may 
include other areas also currently served with broadband by other providers, which should be 
considered in the assessment of the application. Our data combined with that of other broadband 
providers would likely show further duplication and overlap of broadband services in the proposed 
service areas. CenturyLink has committed to upgrade and extend broadband. CenturyLink has an 
extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that service even further. As part of 
its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission, CenturyLink committed to offer 
retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2012. 
Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq local operating companies, in any 
state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years. CenturyLink also agreed to meet 
targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure availability of retail broadband Internet 
access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the broadband eligible access lines by July 
1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3 Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access 
lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible 
lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our average tele-density is 23 customers per square 
mile. This commitment ensures availability of broadband even to very rural consumers. The agency 
should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment inevitably 



will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has proven, 
industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline and 
wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves over 7 million 
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states. 

 

Submitter:   Windstream 

Comment:   Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not 
qualify as an unserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at 
advertised speeds of greater than 768 kbps downstream and 200 kbps upstream to some of the 
households within the proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to 
Windstream’s broadband service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive 
broadband offerings are available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given 
this information, agency officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the 
proposed funded service area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as unserved.  

  

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband 
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several 
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and 
affordable broadband service.      

  

The agencies define an “unserved area” as follows: “Unserved area means a proposed funded service 
area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks, where at least 90 percent of households in 
the proposed funded service area lack access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service, either 
fixed or mobile, at the minimum broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband 
above). A household has access to broadband service if the household can readily subscribe to that 
service upon request.”     

 

 

 

-----Service Area:   2 Oregon Gentry 

 

Submitter:   Mediacom Communications Corporation 



Comment:   A large number of households in applicant's proposed service area are currently served by 
Mediacom and Socket.  Broadband speeds well in excess of the minimum broadband speeds set forth in 
the NOFA are currently available within the applicant's proposed service area.  For its part, Mediacom 
advertises and provides broadband services within the proposed service area at speeds up 20 Mbps.   

 

Submitter:   Windstream 

Comment:   Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not 
qualify as an unserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at 
advertised speeds of greater than 768 kbps downstream and 200 kbps upstream to some of the 
households within the proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to 
Windstream’s broadband service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive 
broadband offerings are available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given 
this information, agency officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the 
proposed funded service area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as unserved.  

  

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband 
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several 
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and 
affordable broadband service.      

  

The agencies define an “unserved area” as follows: “Unserved area means a proposed funded service 
area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks, where at least 90 percent of households in 
the proposed funded service area lack access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service, either 
fixed or mobile, at the minimum broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband 
above). A household has access to broadband service if the household can readily subscribe to that 
service upon request.”     

 

 

 

-----Service Area:   2 Oregon Worth 

 

Submitter:   GVNW Consulting, Inc 



Comment:   Grand River Mutual Telephone Company is capable of providing broadband at speeds of at 
least 768Kbps down and 200 Kbps up to 100% of its customers in all of its exchanges where WindTalk's 
application overlaps GRM's service territory with the majority of customers able to receive broadband at 
3.0 Mbps.  Over 90% of GRM's broadband customers receive service at 6.0 Mbps.  GRM's territory is 
neither unserved nor underserved. 

 

Submitter:   Windstream 

Comment:   Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not 
qualify as an unserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at 
advertised speeds of greater than 768 kbps downstream and 200 kbps upstream to some of the 
households within the proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to 
Windstream’s broadband service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive 
broadband offerings are available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given 
this information, agency officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the 
proposed funded service area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as unserved.  

  

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband 
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several 
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and 
affordable broadband service.      

  

The agencies define an “unserved area” as follows: “Unserved area means a proposed funded service 
area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks, where at least 90 percent of households in 
the proposed funded service area lack access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service, either 
fixed or mobile, at the minimum broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband 
above). A household has access to broadband service if the household can readily subscribe to that 
service upon request.”     

 

 

 

-----Service Area:   2 Oregon Clinton 

 

Submitter:   NPG CABLE INC., 



Comment:   NPG Cable, Inc. currently provides sufficient broadband access and broadband services to 
end users and/or end user devices in the Service Area identified by the applicant below.”  These services 
provide data rates that far exceed the underserved requirements set forth by BTOP/NITA, in addition 
NPG’s current wire solution scales to provide data rates that are unachievable through wireless 
solutions. 

 

Submitter:   Mediacom Communications Corporation 

Comment:   A large number of households in applicant's proposed service area are currently served by 
multiple broadband providers like Mediacom and Socket.  Broadband speeds well in excess of the 
minimum broadband speeds set forth in the NOFA are currently available within the applicant's 
proposed service area.  For its part, Mediacom advertises and provides broadband services within the 
proposed service area at speeds up 20 Mbps.   

 

Submitter:   CenturyLink 

Comment:   The proposed service areas are not wholly underserved or unserved. CenturyLink is 
submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not underserved or unserved, 
under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as ineligible. With limited 
funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be directed only to areas that 
are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines. CenturyLink can certify that 
its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the applicant’s proposed service areas. 
Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas where the application overlaps our 
existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data showing broadband availability in our 
local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We will provide additional information on 
request if that will further assist the agency’s review. This data is not exhaustive; the application may 
include other areas also currently served with broadband by other providers, which should be 
considered in the assessment of the application. Our data combined with that of other broadband 
providers would likely show further duplication and overlap of broadband services in the proposed 
service areas. CenturyLink has committed to upgrade and extend broadband. CenturyLink has an 
extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that service even further. As part of 
its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission, CenturyLink committed to offer 
retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2012. 
Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq local operating companies, in any 
state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years. CenturyLink also agreed to meet 
targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure availability of retail broadband Internet 
access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the broadband eligible access lines by July 
1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3 Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access 
lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible 
lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our average tele-density is 23 customers per square 



mile. This commitment ensures availability of broadband even to very rural consumers. The agency 
should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment inevitably 
will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has proven, 
industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline and 
wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves over 7 million 
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states. 

 

Submitter:   GVNW Consulting, Inc 

Comment:   Grand River Mutual Telephone Company is capable of providing broadband at speeds of at 
least 768Kbps down and 200 Kbps up to 100% of its customers in all of its exchanges where WindTalk's 
application overlaps GRM's service territory with the majority of customers able to receive broadband at 
3.0 Mbps.  Over 90% of GRM's broadband customers receive service at 6.0 Mbps.  GRM's territory is 
neither unserved nor underserved. 

 

Submitter:   Lathrop Telephone Company 

Comment:   Lathrop Telephone Company provides broadband service at speeds of up to 6.0 Mpbs 
throughout its Lathrop telephone exchange service area.  Lathrop Telephone advertises speeds of at 
least 3.0 Mbps throughout its Lathrop telephone exchange service area.  Lathrop's exchange is neither 
unserved nor underserved. 

 

 

-----Service Area:   2 Oregon Holt 

 

Submitter:   CenturyLink 

Comment:   The proposed service areas are not wholly underserved or unserved. CenturyLink is 
submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not underserved or unserved, 
under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as ineligible. With limited 
funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be directed only to areas that 
are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines. CenturyLink can certify that 
its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the applicant’s proposed service areas. 
Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas where the application overlaps our 
existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data showing broadband availability in our 
local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We will provide additional information on 
request if that will further assist the agency’s review. This data is not exhaustive; the application may 



include other areas also currently served with broadband by other providers, which should be 
considered in the assessment of the application. Our data combined with that of other broadband 
providers would likely show further duplication and overlap of broadband services in the proposed 
service areas. CenturyLink has committed to upgrade and extend broadband. CenturyLink has an 
extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that service even further. As part of 
its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission, CenturyLink committed to offer 
retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2012. 
Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq local operating companies, in any 
state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years. CenturyLink also agreed to meet 
targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure availability of retail broadband Internet 
access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the broadband eligible access lines by July 
1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3 Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access 
lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible 
lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our average tele-density is 23 customers per square 
mile. This commitment ensures availability of broadband even to very rural consumers. The agency 
should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment inevitably 
will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has proven, 
industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline and 
wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves over 7 million 
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states. 

 

Submitter:   Oregon Farmers Mutual Telephone Company 

Comment:   This grant proposes to bring wireless broadband internet service to 8 counties in their 
entirety. The vast majority of the locations covered by this grant already have broadband today and this 
grant doesn’t pay the slightest bit of attention to the grant rules. It characterizes these areas as 
underserved when in fact, most of the homes, businesses and anchor institutions within this footprint 
are already served with broadband today. This grant seems to confuse rural with unserved and 
underserved, when in fact most of the proposed service area already has broadband.    

For example, this grant request proposes to completely cover the service territory of Oregon Farmers 
Mutual Telephone Company. Oregon Farmers is an incumbent rural telephone company that has been 
serving this area for over 100 years. Oregon Farmers has been granted a franchised area to serve, and 
since it has been willing to serve a very poor and rural area also has been given a federal exemption 
against competition. Small rural areas like the one served by Oregon Farmers need a barrier against 
competition to ensure that people in the area can continue to get telephone and data services for the 
next century. Oregon Farmers has kept rates low and has brought advanced services and broadband to 
this rural area when nobody else was willing to make investments in such an impoverished area.  



The Oregon Farmers service territory is ‘served’ today using the definitions of the NOFA since the 
company has 1) more than a 40% broadband penetration, and 2) advertises broadband speeds of 3 
Mbps.     

Our local knowledge of the area tells us that this grant also proposes to bring broadband to many areas 
where AT&T and other small telephone companies already provide broadband today.  

This grant should be rejected in its entirety for not adhering to the grant guidelines for serving mostly 
unserved and underserved areas. We believe that the vast majority of residences and businesses 
covered by this proposed grant are ‘served’ with broadband using the definitions defined in the NOFA. 
This grant seems to think that rural equates to ‘underserved ‘ and ‘unserved’ as defined in the NOFA.  
This is not the case and the county seats, other towns and most census designated areas within these 33 
counties already have broadband today and are not eligible for grant funding. The NOFA allows using 
only a small portion of any grant to cover served areas, but this grant seeks to use grant money to bring 
broadband mostly to places that are defined as ‘served’ under the NOFA. Again, this grant request 
should be rejected.   

 

 

Submitter:   Americna Broadband Holt Nodaway exchange DSL 

Comment:   Holway Telephone Company is an incumbent local exchange carrier (ILEC), which is 
authorized by the Missouri Public Service Commission (PSC) and the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) to provide advanced and reliable telecommunications services ubiquitously 
throughout its designated serving areas in northwest Missouri.  The Holway Telephone Company offers 
broadband internet and data services utilizing digital subscriber line (DSL) and fixed wireless 
technologies.  Holway offers broadband services at speeds that meet and exceed the minimum 
download (768 Kbps) and upload (200 Kbps) speeds defined in the NOFA.  This specific response is from 
the perspective of the Holway broadband services that are offered within its designated serving areas 
that overlap with the GlenMartin’s Last Mile Stimulus Application in Holt County, Missouri.  Holway 
advertises broadband service alternatives that meet and exceed minimum download and upload speeds 
defined in the NOFA.  

Holway enjoys broadband penetration rates that exceed 40% of households in many of census blocks 
contained within its serving areas, and this does not count/include the penetration of other broadband 
competitors that operate in the service area that GlenMartin has applied for.   

The GlenMartin application overlaps with 140 census blocks in which Holway offers DSL and fixed 
wireless broadband services.  In these 140 census blocks, Holway  provides broadband service to 96 
residential customers and 8 business customers.  Holway approaches 40% penetration of residences all 
by itself and this does not include the number of residences served by other broadband competitors.  
Thus, the overlap area in the GlenMartin application is not unserved and it is not underserved.  



Furthermore, Holway offers its broadband service at speeds that exceed the NOFA minimums and 
exceed 3 Mbps, and Holway advertises speeds that exceed 3 Mbps.  

The GlenMartin stimulus application should be rejected for several reasons, which include but are not 
limited to:  

1. GlenMartin applied for Stimulus dollars in areas (Census Blocks) that are not unserved or 
underserved.  

2.The GlenMartin application is overly broad because it did not seek to perform validations of 
broadband penetration rates at the Census Block level, whereas Holway currently provides, advertises, 
and tracks broadband penetration to the Census Block level within its designated serving areas.   

3.Broadband stimulus dollars should not be directed to areas that do not meet the definitions of 
unserved or underserved territory.  

4.GlenMartin proposes a wireless technology solution.  Only Fiber-to-the-Premise solutions offer a long 
term future-proof solution for meeting the challenge of a rapidly increasing definition of minimum 
download and upload speeds.   GlenMartin is only one of several wireless providers within the 
geography applied for that already offer data services over their wireless networks (Verizon, AllTel, 
Sprint, AT&T, etc  

5.GlenMartin’s application overlaps with the designated service areas of Holway.  It is not apparent that 
GlenMartin has addressed the challenge of its application’s ability to be economically sustainable in 
areas that lack population density, and are already served by multiple broadband providers.  

6.Beyond initial network deployment, wireless infrastructure solutions have not demonstrated the 
ability to create sustained employment opportunities within the immediate service area.  This is 
contrasted by the fact that Holway has a resident work force, located within its designated serving areas 
in northwest Missouri, and it has a history of sustained employment.  

  

 

 

 

-----Service Area:   2 Oregon Nodaway 

 

Submitter:   CenturyLink 

Comment:   The proposed service areas are not wholly underserved or unserved. CenturyLink is 
submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not underserved or unserved, 



under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as ineligible. With limited 
funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be directed only to areas that 
are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines. CenturyLink can certify that 
its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the applicant’s proposed service areas. 
Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas where the application overlaps our 
existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data showing broadband availability in our 
local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We will provide additional information on 
request if that will further assist the agency’s review. This data is not exhaustive; the application may 
include other areas also currently served with broadband by other providers, which should be 
considered in the assessment of the application. Our data combined with that of other broadband 
providers would likely show further duplication and overlap of broadband services in the proposed 
service areas. CenturyLink has committed to upgrade and extend broadband. CenturyLink has an 
extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that service even further. As part of 
its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission, CenturyLink committed to offer 
retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2012. 
Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq local operating companies, in any 
state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years. CenturyLink also agreed to meet 
targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure availability of retail broadband Internet 
access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the broadband eligible access lines by July 
1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3 Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access 
lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible 
lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our average tele-density is 23 customers per square 
mile. This commitment ensures availability of broadband even to very rural consumers. The agency 
should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment inevitably 
will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has proven, 
industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline and 
wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves over 7 million 
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states. 

 

Submitter:   American Broadband Maitland, Nodaway exchange 

Comment:   Holway Telephone Company is an incumbent local exchange carrier (ILEC), which is 
authorized by the Missouri Public Service Commission (PSC) and the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) to provide advanced and reliable telecommunications services ubiquitously 
throughout its designated serving areas in northwest Missouri.  The Holway Telephone Company offers 
broadband internet and data services utilizing digital subscriber line (DSL) and fixed wireless 
technologies.  Holway offers broadband services at speeds that meet and exceed the minimum 
download (768 Kbps) and upload (200 Kbps) speeds defined in the NOFA.  This specific response is from 
the perspective of the Holway broadband services that are offered within its designated serving areas 
that overlap with the SHOW-ME Technologies, L.L. C. Middle/ Last Mile Stimulus Application in Nodaway 



County, Missouri.  Holway advertises broadband service alternatives that meet and exceed minimum 
download and upload speeds defined in the NOFA.  

Holway enjoys broadband penetration rates that exceed 40% of households in many of census blocks 
contained within its serving areas, and this does not count/include the penetration of other broadband 
competitors that operate in the service area that SHOW-ME Technologies L.L.C. has applied for.   

SHOW-ME Technologies L.L.C. has submitted a broadband stimulus application that overlaps Holway 
Telephone Company serving areas.  The SHOW-ME Technologies L.L.C. application overlaps with 193 
census blocks in which Holway offers DSL and fixed wireless broadband services.  In these 193 census 
blocks, Holway  provides broadband service to 87 residential customers and 2 business customers.  
Holway approaches 22% penetration amongst residences all by itself and this does not include the 
number of residences served by other broadband competitors.  Thus, the overlap area in the SHOW-ME 
Technologies L.L.C. application is not unserved and it is not underserved.  Furthermore, Holway offers its 
broadband service at speeds that exceed the NOFA minimums and exceed 3 Mbps, and Holway 
advertises speeds that exceed 3 Mbps.  

The SHOW-ME Technologies L.L.C. stimulus application should be rejected for several reasons, which 
include but are not limited to:  

1. SHOW-ME Technologies L.L.C. applied for Stimulus dollars in areas (Census Blocks) that are not 
unserved or underserved.  

2.The SHOW-ME Technologies L.L.C. application is overly broad because it did not seek to perform 
validations of broadband penetration rates at the Census Block level, whereas Holway currently 
provides, advertises, and tracks broadband penetration to the Census Block level within its designated 
serving areas.   

3.Broadband stimulus dollars should not be directed to areas that do not meet the definitions of 
unserved or underserved territory.  

4.SHOW-ME Technologies L.L.C. proposes a wireless technology solution for the last mile portion of its 
application in rural communities using 200 foot towers.  Only Fiber-to-the-Premise solutions offer a long 
term future-proof solution for meeting the challenge of a rapidly increasing definition of minimum 
download and upload speeds.   SHOW-ME Technologies L.L.C. is only one of several wireless providers 
within the geography applied for that already offer data services over their wireless networks (Verizon, 
AllTel, Sprint, AT&T, etc.).  Furthermore, the middle mile portion of the application is largely redundant 
with respect to the fact that the Missouri Network Alliance (MNA) already has a robust fiber optic 
middle mile infrastructure that is already in place across vast sections of the state of Missouri.  

5.SHOW-ME Technologies L.L.C.’s application overlaps with the designated service areas of Holway.  It is 
not apparent that SHOW-ME Technologies L.L.C. has addressed the challenge of its application’s ability 
to be economically sustainable in areas that lack population density, and are already populated with 
multiple providers.  



6.Beyond initial network deployment, wireless infrastructure solutions have not demonstrated the 
ability to create sustained employment opportunities within the immediate service area.  This is 
contrasted by the fact that Holway has a resident work force, located within its designated serving areas 
in northwest Missouri, and it has a history of sustained employment.  

  

 

 

Submitter:   IAMO Telephone CO 

Comment:   100% of the service area is covered by broadband service. 

 

Submitter:   Suddenlink Communications 

Comment:   This response conclusively demonstrates that Suddenlink and its competitors already offer 
robust  broadband service within the mapped area of the applicant’s proposed funded service area and 
that this mapped area is neither unserved nor underserved.   Additional information is provided in the 
uploaded document, including (1) sample marketing material; (2) a guide on how to read the data we 
entered in the  “Existing Broadband Subscribers” section of this response; (3) a summary of the vendor 
and methodology used for estimating competitive-service subscribers in the mapped area; (4) 
Suddenlink contact information, should one or more federal agencies have questions or require 
additional information; and (5) a summary of concerns with the response process and the limitations 
that process has placed on our ability to provide NTIA/RUS with relevant, timely data.  

 

 


