
Broadband USA Applications Database 

 

Applicant Name:   Northeast Ohio Managment Information Network 

_______________________Public Notice Submissions_______________________ 

-----Service Area:   Ashtabula 

 

Submitter:   Time Warner Cable, Inc. 

Comment:   As shown in the attached map and exhibit, TWC currently provides broadband Internet 
access service in the Proposed Funded Service Area. In addition, we advertise service of speeds above 3 
Mbps throughout this service area. We pass over 50% of households, and either (1) have actual 
broadband subscribership of over 40% of the households in these census blocks or (2) the combined 
broadband subscribership of the wireline broadband providers (including TWC) in these census blocks is 
reasonably likely to exceed 40%. Therefore, that portion of the proposed funded service area that 
overlaps Respondent’s service area reflected in this response is neither “unserved” or “underserved.” 

 

Submitter:   Orwell Telephone Company 

Comment:   Orwell Telephone Company (“Orwell”) is responding to this Public Notice Filing regarding 
Northeast Ohio Management Information Network’s application for broadband funding under the ARRA.  
The applicant’s proposed funded service area is located in northeast Ohio and covers most of Ashtabula 
County and parts of Trumbull County. Orwell is an incumbent broadband provider that currently offers 
broadband service (as defined in the NOFA) to 85% of its service area as outlined in response area map 
in Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties.   For the proposed funded service area which overlaps with 
Orwell’s incumbent service area, the applicant claims that it is “underserved”. The data provided in this 
response demonstrates that the applicant’s claim that the overlap with the proposed funded service 
area is “underserved” is not true. 

 

Submitter:   Windstream 

Comment:   Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not 
qualify as an unserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at 
advertised speeds of greater than 768 kbps downstream and 200 kbps upstream to some of the 
households within the proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to 
Windstream’s broadband service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive 
broadband offerings are available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given 



this information, agency officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the 
proposed funded service area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as unserved.  

  

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband 
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several 
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and 
affordable broadband service.      

  

The agencies define an “unserved area” as follows: “Unserved area means a proposed funded service 
area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks, where at least 90 percent of households in 
the proposed funded service area lack access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service, either 
fixed or mobile, at the minimum broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband 
above). A household has access to broadband service if the household can readily subscribe to that 
service upon request.”     

 

 

Submitter:   Armstrong Utilities Inc. 

Comment:   Significant portions of the proposed funded service area (PFSA) in the above Application do 
not satisfy the BIP or BTOP definitions of "unserved" or "underserved," and thus, should not be eligible 
to receive BIP or BTOP funding. Armstrong Cable provides broadband service at speeds of 3MBPS or 
greater throughout the portions of Applicant's PFSA mapped in this response. (Advertisement 
uploaded). Armstrong’s high speed broadband network passes more than 50%, and its high speed 
broadband exceeds 40%, of its households within the areas of Applicant's PFSA mapped herein. Given 
the presence of other broadband service providers in neighboring towns, it is reasonable to conclude 
that Applicant has failed to meet the required showings for its entire PFSA, and its application should be 
denied. At a minimum, Applicant has failed to meet the required showing in the portions of its PFSA 
served by Armstrong, and therefore, its Application should be denied with respect to the areas mapped 
herein. 

 

 

-----Service Area:   Trumbull 

 

Submitter:   Time Warner Cable, Inc. 



Comment:   As shown in the attached map and exhibit, TWC currently provides broadband Internet 
access service in the Proposed Funded Service Area. In addition, we advertise service of speeds above 3 
Mbps throughout this service area. We pass over 50% of households, and either (1) have actual 
broadband subscribership of over 40% of the households in these census blocks or (2) the combined 
broadband subscribership of the wireline broadband providers (including TWC) in these census blocks is 
reasonably likely to exceed 40%. Therefore, that portion of the proposed funded service area that 
overlaps Respondent’s service area reflected in this response is neither “unserved” or “underserved.” 

 

Submitter:   Armstrong Utilities, Inc. 

Comment:   Significant portions of the proposed funded service area (PFSA) in the above Application do 
not satisfy the BIP or BTOP definitions of "unserved" or "underserved," and thus, should not be eligible 
to receive BIP or BTOP funding. Armstrong (Telephone or Cable) provides broadband service at speeds 
of 3MBPS or greater throughout the portions of Applicant's PFSA mapped in this response. 
(Advertisement uploaded). Armstrong’s high speed broadband network passes more than 50%, and its 
high speed broadband exceeds 40%, of its households within the areas of Applicant's PFSA mapped 
herein. Given the presence of other broadband service providers in neighboring towns, it is reasonable 
to conclude that Applicant has failed to meet the required showings for its entire PFSA, and its 
application should be denied. At a minimum, Applicant has failed to meet the required showing in the 
portions of its PFSA served by Armstrong, and therefore, its Application should be denied with respect 
to the areas mapped herein. 

 

Submitter:   Orwell Telephone Company 

Comment:   Orwell Telephone Company (“Orwell”) is responding to this Public Notice Filing regarding 
Northeast Ohio Management Information Network’s application for broadband funding under the ARRA.  
The applicant’s proposed funded service area is located in northeast Ohio and covers most of Trumbull 
County and parts of Ashtabula County. Orwell is an incumbent broadband provider that currently offers 
broadband service (as defined in the NOFA) to 75% of its service area as outlined in response area map 
in Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties.   For the proposed funded service area which overlaps with Orwell, 
the applicant claims that it is “underserved”. The data provided in this response demonstrates that the 
applicant’s claim that the proposed funded service area is “underserved” is not true.  

 

Submitter:   Windstream 

Comment:   Windstream’s data conclusively establish that the proposed funded service area does not 
qualify as an unserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at 
advertised speeds of greater than 768 kbps downstream and 200 kbps upstream to more than 10% of 



the households in the proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to 
Windstream’s broadband service upon request.   

  

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband 
customers in 16 states.  Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several 
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and 
affordable broadband service.    

  

The agencies define an “unserved area” as follows: “Unserved area means a proposed funded service 
area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks, where at least 90 percent of households in 
the proposed funded service area lack access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service, either 
fixed or mobile, at the minimum broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband 
above). A household has access to broadband service if the household can readily subscribe to that 
service upon request.”     

 

 

Submitter:   Suddenlink Communications 

Comment:   This response conclusively demonstrates that Suddenlink and its competitors already offer 
broadband service within the mapped area of the applicant’s proposed funded service area and that this 
mapped area is not unserved.   Additional information is provided in the uploaded document, including 
(1) sample marketing material; (2) a guide on how to read the data we entered in the  “Existing 
Broadband Subscribers” section of this response; (3) a summary of the vendor and methodology used 
for estimating competitive-service subscribers in the mapped area; (4) Suddenlink contact information, 
should one or more federal agencies have questions or require additional information; and (5) a 
summary of concerns with the response process and the limitations that process has placed on our 
ability to provide NTIA/RUS with relevant, timely data. 

 

 


