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Applicant Name: Stelera Wireless, L.L.C.

Public Notice Submissions

----- Service Area: Canyonville, OR +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination. AT&T has attempted to use the available manual
mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile
broadband service area footprint overlaid on the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.

----- Service Area: Akron,CO +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that
service even further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission,
CenturyLink committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband
eligible access lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq
local operating companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.



CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves 7 million
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states

----- Service Area: Ransom Canyon, TX +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination. AT&T has attempted to use the available manual
mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile
broadband service area footprint overlaid on the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.



Submitter: South Plains Telephone Cooperative

Comment: South Plains Telephone Cooperative serves the Ransom Canyon Exchange,, a portion of
which is included in the proposed funded service area of Stelera Wireless. Because the Cooperative
provides access to broadband service to all households and businesses throughout this exchange, it
exceeds 50% of availability to households and businesses and therefore the proposal does not meet the
criteria for an underserved area.

Submitter: KeyOn Communications

Comment: KeyOn Communications currently provides access at speeds of at least 768kbps
downstream and at least 200kbps upstream to more than 50% of the homes in the designated area.

----- Service Area: Clarksville, AR +

Submitter: Meghna Valentine

Comment: CenturylLink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not
underserved or unserved, under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as
ineligible. With limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be
directed only to areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the
applicant’s proposed service areas. Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas
where the application overlaps our existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data
showing broadband availability in our local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We
will provide additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.

This data is not exhaustive; the application may include other areas also currently served with
broadband by other providers, which should be considered in the assessment of the application. Our
data combined with that of other broadband providers would likely show further duplication and
overlap of broadband services in the proposed service areas.



----- Service Area: Yakimia County - East, WA +

Submitter: Charter Communications

Comment: Charter Communications (‘Charter’), a broadband service provider, has invested capital to
provide a full range of Broadband services, including High Speed Internet services, in this service area.
The applicant’s request in the proposed under-served service area would create an overlap in Charter’s
service area. Charter’s response includes the necessary information to validate the overlapping
condition as a result of this applicant’s request.

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination. AT&T has attempted to use the available manual
mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile
broadband service area footprint overlaid on the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.

----- Service Area: Lamar, AR +

Submitter: CenturyLink



Comment: Centurylink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not
underserved or unserved, under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as
ineligible. With limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be
directed only to areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the
applicant’s proposed service areas. Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas
where the application overlaps our existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data
showing broadband availability in our local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We
will provide additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.

This data is not exhaustive; the application may include other areas also currently served with
broadband by other providers, which should be considered in the assessment of the application. Our
data combined with that of other broadband providers would likely show further duplication and
overlap of broadband services in the proposed service areas.

Submitter: Windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure



the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

----- Service Area: Hamburg, AR +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination. AT&T has attempted to use the available manual
mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile
broadband service area footprint overlaid on the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.



----- Service Area: Blueberry Hill, TX +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Magazine, AR +

Submitter: Magazine Telephone Company

Comment: Magazine Telephone Company provides comments on this application regarding the
underserved designation of the proposed funded area.

----- Service Area: Valencia County, NM +

Submitter: Qwest

Comment: As authorized by the BIP and BTOP Notice of Funds Availability and the Public Notice
associated with the publication of BIP and BTOP broadband infrastructure project funding applications
found on the BroadbandUSA.gov website, Qwest responds with broadband service data to the



application of Stelera Wireless, LLC, Valencia County NM for funding for an area represented as
“underserved” that is located, in whole or in part, in Qwest’s broadband service area.

----- Service Area: Summitt County, CO +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination. AT&T has attempted to use the available manual
mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile
broadband service area footprint overlaid on the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.

----- Service Area: Booneville, AR +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: CenturylLink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not
underserved or unserved, under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as
ineligible. With limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be
directed only to areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the
applicant’s proposed service areas. Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas
where the application overlaps our existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data



showing broadband availability in our local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We
will provide additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.

This data is not exhaustive; the application may include other areas also currently served with
broadband by other providers, which should be considered in the assessment of the application. Our
data combined with that of other broadband providers would likely show further duplication and
overlap of broadband services in the proposed service areas.

----- Service Area: Mack, CO +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination. AT&T has attempted to use the available manual
mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile
broadband service area footprint overlaid on the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.

----- Service Area: Crosbyton, TX +

Submitter: windstream



Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

Submitter: KeyOn Communications

Comment: KeyOn Communications currently provides access at speeds of at least 768kbps
downstream and at least 200kbps upstream to more than 50% of the homes in the designated area.



----- Service Area: Gold Beach, OR +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination. AT&T has attempted to use the available manual
mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile
broadband service area footprint overlaid on the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.

----- Service Area: Wiley, CO +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that
service even further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission,
CenturyLink committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband
eligible access lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq
local operating companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.

CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by



July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves 7 million
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states

----- Service Area: Ozark, AR +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: Centurylink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not
underserved or unserved, under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as
ineligible. With limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be
directed only to areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the
applicant’s proposed service areas. Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas
where the application overlaps our existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data
showing broadband availability in our local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We
will provide additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.

This data is not exhaustive; the application may include other areas also currently served with
broadband by other providers, which should be considered in the assessment of the application. Our
data combined with that of other broadband providers would likely show further duplication and
overlap of broadband services in the proposed service areas.



----- Service Area: Grant County, WA +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: The proposed service areas are not wholly underserved or unserved.

CenturyLink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not underserved or
unserved, under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as ineligible. With
limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be directed only to
areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the
applicant’s proposed service areas. Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas
where the application overlaps our existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data
showing broadband availability in our local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We
will provide additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.

This data is not exhaustive; the application may include other areas also currently served with
broadband by other providers, which should be considered in the assessment of the application. Our
data combined with that of other broadband providers would likely show further duplication and
overlap of broadband services in the proposed service areas.

CenturyLink has committed to upgrade and extend broadband.

CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that service even
further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission, CenturyLink
committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband eligible access
lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq local operating
companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.



CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves over 7
million access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states.

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Yoncalla, OR +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: The proposed service areas are not wholly underserved or unserved.



CenturyLink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not underserved or
unserved, under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as ineligible. With
limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be directed only to
areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the
applicant’s proposed service areas. Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas
where the application overlaps our existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data
showing broadband availability in our local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We
will provide additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.

This data is not exhaustive; the application may include other areas also currently served with
broadband by other providers, which should be considered in the assessment of the application. Our
data combined with that of other broadband providers would likely show further duplication and
overlap of broadband services in the proposed service areas.

CenturyLink has committed to upgrade and extend broadband.

CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that service even
further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission, CenturyLink
committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband eligible access
lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq local operating
companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.

CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.



The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves over 7
million access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states.

----- Service Area: Pendleton, OR +

Submitter: Charter Communications

Comment: Charter Communications (‘Charter’), a broadband service provider, has invested capital to
provide a full range of Broadband services, including High Speed Internet services, in this service area.
The applicant’s request in the proposed under-served service area would create an overlap in Charter’s
service area. Charter’s response includes the necessary information to validate the overlapping
condition as a result of this applicant’s request.

----- Service Area: Holly, CO +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that
service even further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission,
CenturyLink committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband
eligible access lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq
local operating companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.

CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our



average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves 7 million
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states

----- Service Area: Dumas, AR +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: CenturylLink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not
underserved or unserved, under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as
ineligible. With limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be
directed only to areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the
applicant’s proposed service areas. Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas
where the application overlaps our existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data
showing broadband availability in our local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We
will provide additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.

This data is not exhaustive; the application may include other areas also currently served with
broadband by other providers, which should be considered in the assessment of the application. Our
data combined with that of other broadband providers would likely show further duplication and
overlap of broadband services in the proposed service areas.



----- Service Area: Garfield County, CO +

Submitter: JAB Wireless, Inc.

Comment: JAB Wireless, Inc. (“JAB”), operating under the trade name Skybeam, is providing
information specific to the proposed service area depicting JAB's existing broadband coverage, a sample
of JAB’s regular and routine advertising of the availability of 3 meg. or higher Internet service, and
subscriber information to assess broadband subscribership.

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

Submitter: Qwest

Comment: As authorized by the BIP and BTOP Notice of Funds Availability and the Public Notice
associated with the publication of BIP and BTOP broadband infrastructure project funding applications
found on the BroadbandUSA.gov website, Qwest responds with broadband service data to the
application of Stelera Wireless, LLC., Garfield County, Parachute for funding for an area represented as
“underserved” that is located, in whole or in part, in Qwest’s broadband service area.

----- Service Area: Polk County, TX +



Submitter: Lakelivingston Telephone

Comment: Revised Response: Lake Livingston Telephone Co is capable of providing broadband
internet access to more than 95% of its customers in it;s local service area at speeds of at least 1.5Mbps
downstream and advertises that capability.

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination. AT&T has attempted to use the available manual
mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile
broadband service area footprint overlaid on the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.

Submitter: Lake Livingston Telephone

Comment: The area proposed is not underserved and has service available to customers.

Submitter: Suddenlink Communications

Comment: This response conclusively demonstrates that Suddenlink and its competitors already offer
robust broadband service within the mapped area of the applicant’s proposed funded service area and
that this mapped area is neither unserved nor underserved. Additional information is provided in the
uploaded document, including (1) sample marketing material; (2) a guide on how to read the data we
entered in the “Existing Broadband Subscribers” section of this response; (3) a summary of the vendor
and methodology used for estimating competitive-service subscribers in the mapped area; (4)
Suddenlink contact information, should one or more federal agencies have questions or require
additional information; and (5) a summary of concerns with the response process and the limitations
that process has placed on our ability to provide NTIA/RUS with relevant, timely data.



Submitter: Livingston Telephone Company, Inc.

Comment: Livingston Telephone Company, Inc. provides comments on this application regarding the
underserved designation of the proposed funded area.

Submitter: Eastex Telephone Cooperative, Inc.

Comment: Eastex Telephone Cooperative, Inc. is an ILEC providing reliable terrestrial broadband data
service within portions of the proposed funding area. In Eastex's many years of experience within this
rural service territory, wireless services are unlikely to be able to provide reliable broadband service
throughout the area due to the size and density of local pine trees.

----- Service Area: Baker, OR +

Submitter: Qwest

Comment: As authorized by the BIP and BTOP Notice of Funds Availability and the Public Notice
associated with the publication of BIP and BTOP broadband infrastructure project funding applications
found on the BroadbandUSA.gov website, Qwest responds with broadband service data to the
application of Stelera Wireless, L.L.C., Baker for funding for an area represented as “underserved” that is
located, in whole or in part, in Qwest’s broadband service area.

----- Service Area: Valley, WA +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: The proposed service areas are not wholly underserved or unserved.

CenturyLink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not underserved or
unserved, under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as ineligible. With



limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be directed only to
areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the
applicant’s proposed service areas. Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas
where the application overlaps our existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data
showing broadband availability in our local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We
will provide additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.

This data is not exhaustive; the application may include other areas also currently served with
broadband by other providers, which should be considered in the assessment of the application. Our
data combined with that of other broadband providers would likely show further duplication and
overlap of broadband services in the proposed service areas.

CenturyLink has committed to upgrade and extend broadband.

CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that service even
further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission, CenturyLink
committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband eligible access
lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq local operating
companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.

CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline



and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves over 7
million access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states.

----- Service Area: Basin City, WA +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: The proposed service areas are not wholly underserved or unserved.

CenturyLink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not underserved or
unserved, under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as ineligible. With
limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be directed only to
areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the
applicant’s proposed service areas. Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas
where the application overlaps our existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data
showing broadband availability in our local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We
will provide additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.

This data is not exhaustive; the application may include other areas also currently served with
broadband by other providers, which should be considered in the assessment of the application. Our
data combined with that of other broadband providers would likely show further duplication and
overlap of broadband services in the proposed service areas.

CenturyLink has committed to upgrade and extend broadband.

CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that service even
further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission, CenturyLink
committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband eligible access



lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq local operating
companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.

CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves over 7
million access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states.

----- Service Area: Tulia, TX +

Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several



years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

----- Service Area: Crockett, TX +

Submitter: Windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.



Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps”’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

----- Service Area: Wiggins, CO +

Submitter: Roggen Telephone Enterprises, Inc.

Comment: Roggen Telephone Cooperative Company and its affiliate Roggen Telephone Enterprises,
Inc. (RTE) has been providing high-quality communications services to the residents of rural
communities of northeastern Colorado for 75 years. It was one of the first providers in this remote area
to offer broadband services seven years ago. Building on its reputation for providing cutting-edge
technologies to service areas that other larger providers ignore, RTE provides broadband services at
speeds up to 3 Mbps to 100% of its service areas. RTE also provides service to rural neighboring
communities within a 1200 square mile radius.



RTE is a local company that helps anchor the communities it serves. It provides much-needed jobs, 24-7
customer service, technical support, and local offices. RTE provides needed broadband services to
community anchor institutions including schools, local and state government offices and public safety
agencies. Due to the geographical remoteness of the areas where RTE serves, academic studies, both at
the secondary and university levels, are often online. Many of RTE’s customers rely on its broadband
service, as well as its computer service and sales, for educational purposes.

RTE, along with its parent company, strives to provide superior communications services to our
customers and communities. We look forward to a future, based on our past performance, of
innovation and a commitment to excellence. We serve our customers with pride and respect, and,
among our employees, have formed an enthusiastic team with the skills, abilities, and dedication that
make a positive difference in the communities we serve. Our customers rely on us to be a leader in the
industry, providing a bridge to their communications future.

Submitter: Wiggins Telephone

Comment: Wiggins Telephone Association has an existing RUS approved construction project design
and $29.7 million loan in place to provide broadband access throughout the entire service area with
Fiber to the Home. The town of Wiggins and surrounding area is now served by FTTH placed in service
beginning in the fall of 2008. All bandwidth packages offered to all areas are at FCC minimum (768
Kbps) and above.

----- Service Area: Chewelah, WA +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: The proposed service areas are not wholly underserved or unserved.



CenturyLink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not underserved or
unserved, under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as ineligible. With
limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be directed only to
areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the
applicant’s proposed service areas. Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas
where the application overlaps our existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data
showing broadband availability in our local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We
will provide additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.

This data is not exhaustive; the application may include other areas also currently served with
broadband by other providers, which should be considered in the assessment of the application. Our
data combined with that of other broadband providers would likely show further duplication and
overlap of broadband services in the proposed service areas.

CenturyLink has committed to upgrade and extend broadband.

CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that service even
further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission, CenturyLink
committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband eligible access
lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq local operating
companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.

CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has



proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves over 7
million access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states.

----- Service Area: Silt, CO +

Submitter: JAB Wireless, Inc.

Comment: JAB Wireless, Inc. (“JAB”), operating under the trade name Skybeam, is providing
information specific to the proposed service area depicting JAB's existing broadband coverage, a sample
of JAB's regular and routine advertising of the availability of 3 meg. or higher Internet service, and
subscriber information to assess broadband subscribership.

Submitter: Qwest

Comment: As authorized by the BIP and BTOP Notice of Funds Availability and the Public Notice
associated with the publication of BIP and BTOP broadband infrastructure project funding applications
found on the BroadbandUSA.gov website, Qwest responds with broadband service data to the
application of Stelera Wireless, L.L.C. Silt for funding for an area represented as “underserved” that is
located, in whole or in part, in Qwest’s broadband service area.

----- Service Area: Connell, WA +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: The proposed service areas are not wholly underserved or unserved.

CenturyLink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not underserved or
unserved, under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as ineligible. With



limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be directed only to
areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the
applicant’s proposed service areas. Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas
where the application overlaps our existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data
showing broadband availability in our local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We
will provide additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.

This data is not exhaustive; the application may include other areas also currently served with
broadband by other providers, which should be considered in the assessment of the application. Our
data combined with that of other broadband providers would likely show further duplication and
overlap of broadband services in the proposed service areas.

CenturyLink has committed to upgrade and extend broadband.

CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that service even
further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission, CenturyLink
committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband eligible access
lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq local operating
companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.

CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline



and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves over 7
million access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states.

----- Service Area: Yakima County - West, WA +

Submitter: Charter Communications

Comment: Charter Communications (‘Charter’), a broadband service provider, has invested capital to
provide a full range of Broadband services, including High Speed Internet services, in this service area.
The applicant’s request in the proposed under-served service area would create an overlap in Charter’s
service area. Charter’s response includes the necessary information to validate the overlapping
condition as a result of this applicant’s request.

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Anton, TX +

Submitter: windstream



Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

Submitter: KeyOn Communications

Comment: KeyOn Communications currently provides access at speeds of at least 768kbps
downstream and at least 200kbps upstream to more than 50% of the homes in the designated area.



----- Service Area: Altus, AR +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: Centurylink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not
underserved or unserved, under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as
ineligible. With limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be
directed only to areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the
applicant’s proposed service areas. Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas
where the application overlaps our existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data
showing broadband availability in our local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We
will provide additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.

This data is not exhaustive; the application may include other areas also currently served with
broadband by other providers, which should be considered in the assessment of the application. Our
data combined with that of other broadband providers would likely show further duplication and
overlap of broadband services in the proposed service areas.

----- Service Area: Colville, WA +

Submitter: Qwest

Comment: As authorized by the BIP and BTOP Notice of Funds Availability and the Public Notice
associated with the publication of BIP and BTOP broadband infrastructure project funding applications
found on the BroadbandUSA.gov website, Qwest responds with broadband service data to the
application of Stelera Coleville for funding for an area represented as “underserved” that is located, in
whole or in part, in Qwest’s broadband service area.



----- Service Area: Paonia, CO +

Submitter: JAB Wireless, Inc.

Comment: JAB Wireless, Inc. (“JAB”), operating under the trade name Skybeam, is providing
information specific to the proposed service area depicting JAB's existing broadband coverage, a sample
of JAB’s regular and routine advertising of the availability of 3 meg. or higher Internet service, and
subscriber information to assess broadband subscribership.

----- Service Area: Berryville, AR +

Submitter: Cox Communications, Inc

Comment: Cox Communications, Inc. (Cox) is a broadband communications and entertainment
company, providing advanced digital video, Internet, telephone and wireless services over its
nationwide IP network. The third-largest U.S. cable TV company, Cox serves over 6.2 million residences
and businesses.

Cox operates in hundreds of communities in 18 states and has invested over $16 billion in private capital
in its network over the least ten years. Cox provides its customers in Arkansas with 21st century
infrastructure that provides advanced broadband, video and telephone services. More than 99.5
percent of the households in our service areas have access to Cox high-speed Internet, at some of the
fastest broadband speeds available in the nation.

Cox supports the goals of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to extend broadband to parts of
the country that are unserved or underserved. We appreciate the efforts of the Rural Utilities Service
and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration in making sure that the limited
amount of broadband stimulus funding available under the ARRA is targeted toward those consumers in
greatest need, rather than to areas that already have access to broadband service.



To assist your agencies in ensuring that ARRA funds are directed to truly unserved and underserved
areas, Cox is providing supplemental information that demonstrates, for the above-referenced
application, the following: the location of Cox’s broadband infrastructure; broadband service levels
provided; number of customers served; pricing for each service tier; and marketing materials which
demonstrate service availability. Consistent with the statutory requirement to expend funds only for
projects in eligible areas, we trust that your agencies will use this information -- along with information
from other broadband providers -- to obtain a clear picture of service availability in the area covered by
the application. We encourage the use of independent due diligence to determine the extent of other
broadband service offerings in the proposed funded service area covered by this submission, if other
providers fail to submit information prior to the submission deadline.

We request that this data be treated as confidential and proprietary. Much of the information provided
with this letter constitutes trade secrets or commercial information that is privileged and confidential
and therefore exempt from public disclosure under 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4). Cox does not disclose this
information to the public, and release of this information could cause competitive harm, by enabling
other broadband providers to tailor their business strategies to unfairly compete with Cox.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this information. We trust that it will be helpful in your analysis,
and will inform your final decision concerning the application.

Submitter: Windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.



The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

----- Service Area: Granada, CO +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that
service even further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission,
CenturyLink committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband
eligible access lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq
local operating companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.

CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.



The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves 7 million
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states

----- Service Area: Coquille, OR +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination. AT&T has attempted to use the available manual
mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile
broadband service area footprint overlaid on the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.

----- Service Area: Floydada, TX +

Submitter: AT&T
Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband

footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed



service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,
satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.
Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Shallowater,TX +

Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile



broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination. AT&T has attempted to use the available manual
mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile
broadband service area footprint overlaid on the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.

Submitter: KeyOn Communications

Comment: KeyOn Communications currently provides access at speeds of at least 768kbps
downstream and at least 200kbps upstream to more than 50% of the homes in the designated area.

----- Service Area: McGehee, AR +

Submitter: AT&T
Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband

footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed



service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,
satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.
Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Lake Village, AR +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination. AT&T has attempted to use the available manual
mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile
broadband service area footprint overlaid on the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.

----- Service Area: Monte Vista, CO +

Submitter: Blanca Telephone Company

Comment: Broadband service of at least 3 mbps in the subject grant area is already advertized and
provisioned. Accordingly, the area is neither "underserved" nor "unserved" as defined by the NOFA. It



is uneconomic for stimulus money to be used to overbuild existing broadband services. The NOFA seeks
irrelevant information, fails to apply the standard required by the ARRA, requires commenters to
provide information without first publishing those requirements and procedures in the Federal Register,
and awards stimulus grants based upon “presumptions” which are not found in the ARRA.

----- Service Area: Karnes City, TX +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Idalou, TX +

Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.



Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.



Submitter: KeyOn Communications

Comment: KeyOn Communications currently provides access at speeds of at least 768kbps
downstream and at least 200kbps upstream to more than 50% of the homes in the designated area.

----- Service Area: Eagle County, CO +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that
service even further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission,
CenturyLink committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband
eligible access lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq
local operating companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.

CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves 7 million
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states

Submitter: AT&T



Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination. AT&T has attempted to use the available manual
mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile
broadband service area footprint overlaid on the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.

----- Service Area: Benton County, WA +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: The proposed service areas are not wholly underserved or unserved.

CenturyLink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not underserved or
unserved, under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as ineligible. With
limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be directed only to
areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the
applicant’s proposed service areas. Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas
where the application overlaps our existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data
showing broadband availability in our local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We
will provide additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.

This data is not exhaustive; the application may include other areas also currently served with
broadband by other providers, which should be considered in the assessment of the application. Our



data combined with that of other broadband providers would likely show further duplication and
overlap of broadband services in the proposed service areas.

CenturyLink has committed to upgrade and extend broadband.

CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that service even
further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission, CenturyLink
committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband eligible access
lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq local operating
companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.

CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves over 7
million access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states.

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.



Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination. AT&T has attempted to use the available manual
mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile
broadband service area footprint overlaid on the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.

Submitter: Suddenlink Communications

Comment: This response conclusively demonstrates that Suddenlink and its competitors already offer
broadband service within the mapped area of the applicant’s proposed funded service area and that this
mapped area is not unserved. Additional information is provided in the uploaded document, including
(1) sample marketing material; (2) a guide on how to read the data we entered in the “Existing
Broadband Subscribers” section of this response; (3) a summary of the vendor and methodology used
for estimating competitive-service subscribers in the mapped area; (4) Suddenlink contact information,
should one or more federal agencies have questions or require additional information; and (5) a
summary of concerns with the response process and the limitations that process has placed on our
ability to provide NTIA/RUS with relevant, timely data.

----- Service Area: Waldron, AR +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: Centurylink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not
underserved or unserved, under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as
ineligible. With limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be
directed only to areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the
applicant’s proposed service areas. Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas
where the application overlaps our existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data
showing broadband availability in our local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We
will provide additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.



This data is not exhaustive; the application may include other areas also currently served with
broadband by other providers, which should be considered in the assessment of the application. Our
data combined with that of other broadband providers would likely show further duplication and
overlap of broadband services in the proposed service areas.

----- Service Area: Warren, AR +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

AT&T has attempted to use the available manual mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to
approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile broadband service area footprint overlaid on
the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.

----- Service Area: Kenedy, TX +

Submitter: AT&T



Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Sundown, TX +

Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for



last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

Submitter: KeyOn Communications

Comment: KeyOn Communications currently provides access at speeds of at least 768kbps
downstream and at least 200kbps upstream to more than 50% of the homes in the designated area.

----- Service Area: Mancos, CO +

Submitter: Velocitynet LLC

Comment: VelocityNet, hereby, respectfully opposes and objects to this and all applications being
considered for Broadband competitors applying for BIP or BTOP funding to expand into our existing rural
markets of La Plata County and Montezuma County, Colorado.

These two counties are neither “unserved” nor “underserved” as defined by BIP and BTOP, and should
not be eligible for any BIP or BTOP funding.

VelocityNet LLC has been providing and advertising 3Mb of high-speed broadband, wireless Internet
services in Montezuma County and La Plata County in Colorado for over six years.

In addition to VelocityNet, there are six other Broadband companies, already providing and advertising
high-speed, broadband services in Montezuma County and la Plata County, Colorado, including Mancos,
Co.

Qwest provides DSL in Cortez, Durango & Mancos;

CenturyTel has DSL in Dolores, Lewis, and Arriola;



Baja has cable broadband in Cortez;
Farmers Telephone Company has broadband service in rural Montezuma County;
Brainstorm has DSL and High-speed Wireless service in rural La Plata County;

Mydurango.net also has service in rural La Plata County.

VelocityNet has grown, and prefers to grow, the old-fashion way...through hard-work and reinvesting
profits... without relying on grants, loans or other outside financing. If BIP or BTOP provide grants and/or
loans for the markets we serve, they would give an undeserved, “Government-funded financial
advantage” to our competitors, and that would be completely unfair in our American free-market
economy.

Therefore, as one of numerous incumbent broadband Internet service providers serving these two
counties, we respectfully request that this and all existing and/or future applications for Montezuma
County and La Plata County in Colorado be denied.

Submitter: Qwest

Comment: As authorized by the BIP and BTOP Notice of Funds Availability and the Public Notice
associated with the publication of BIP and BTOP broadband infrastructure project funding applications
found on the BroadbandUSA.gov website, Qwest responds with broadband service data to the
application of Stelera Wireless, LLC., Mancos for funding for an area represented as “underserved” that
is located, in whole or in part, in Qwest’s broadband service area.

----- Service Area: Fowler, CO +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that
service even further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission,
CenturyLink committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband
eligible access lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq
local operating companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.



CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves 7 million
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states

----- Service Area: Lorenzo, TX +

Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
gualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.



The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects

Submitter: KeyOn Communications

Comment: KeyOn Communications currently provides access at speeds of at least 768kbps
downstream and at least 200kbps upstream to more than 50% of the homes in the designated area.

----- Service Area: Sanford,CO +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: CenturylLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that
service even further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission,
CenturyLink committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband
eligible access lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq
local operating companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.



CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves 7 million
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states

Submitter: Blanca Telephone Company

Comment: Broadband service of at least 3 mbps in the subject grant area is already advertized and
provisioned. Accordingly, the area is neither "underserved" nor "unserved" as defined by the NOFA. It
is uneconomic for stimulus money to be used to overbuild existing broadband services. The NOFA seeks
irrelevant information, fails to apply the standard required by the ARRA, requires commenters to
provide information without first publishing those requirements and procedures in the Federal Register,
and awards stimulus grants based upon “presumptions” which are not found in the ARRA.

----- Service Area: Littlefield, TX +

Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency



officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps”’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

----- Service Area: Johnson City, KS +

Submitter: Pioneer Communications, Inc.

Comment: Pioneer Communications, a telecommunications provider serving 10 counties in western
Kansas, has connected rural communities for more than five decades, and today delivers telephone,
cable television and high-speed Internet service. Pioneer first became an Internet Service Provider (ISP)
in 1995 by introducing educational Internet networking services for the schools located in its service
area, and soon thereafter, made Internet access available commercially to Pioneer's telephone



customers. Currently, Pioneer provides broadband internet access to 100% of its wireline service area
using both Digital Subscriber Line (DSL) over its telephony infrastructure, and data over cable modems
via its cable television system.

The Proposed Service Area for the referenced application encompasses the town of Johnson City,
Kansas, the primary community of Pioneer’s coverage area in Stanton County. Pioneer offers broadband
internet access service to anyone requesting service within both Johnson City and furthermore, all of
Stanton County. The referenced application sates that there are 566 households and 68 business
located in the Proposed Service Area. Pioneer’s rate of broadband subscribership for the proposed
service area is over 40 percent of households.

Pioneer consistently and effectively advertises the availability of its broadband internet access
throughout the Johnson City and Stanton County area. Pioneer advertises its broadband internet access
service in the local newspaper, on television, through billing inserts and on the radio. Pioneer also
advertises by providing sponsorship to area high school events and other community activities. The
attached document is an example of ads that were distributed in Johnson City.

In conclusion, Pioneer stresses that the rate of broadband subscribership for the application’s
proposed service area is higher than 40% of households and businesses. The community of Johnson City
is well-served by broadband internet access and the above referenced application does not meet the
conditions for underserved as set forth in the NOFA.

----- Service Area: Huntsville, AR +

Submitter: Madison County Telephone Company, Inc.

Comment: In the Huntsville exchange - Madison County Telephone Company objects to the
classification of the proposed area being designated as underserved. Madison County provides access to
consumers of facilities-based broadband transmission speeds of at least 768 kilobits to 100% of the
Proposed Funded Service Area. Not only does Madison County provide services to this area, but two
wireless broadband service providers also compete and advertise broadband services of speeds up to
and over 5 megabits in the proposed funded service area. Madison County has a penetration rate of
over 40% of households, and when coupled with the two broadband wireless providers, the penetration
rate of broadband access far exceeds the 40% threashold rate in the proposed service area. Madison



County has invested extensively in the proposed funded service area to bring consumers the latest
broadband technologies. Therefore this application should be rejected based on the above statements.

Submitter: Windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”



----- Service Area: Pilot Rock, OR +

Submitter: Charter Communications

Comment: Charter Communications (‘Charter’), a broadband service provider, has invested capital to
provide a full range of Broadband services, including High Speed Internet services, in this service area.
The applicant’s request in the proposed under-served service area would create an overlap in Charter’s
service area. Charter’s response includes the necessary information to validate the overlapping
condition as a result of this applicant’s request.

----- Service Area: Kettle Falls, WA +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: The proposed service areas are not wholly underserved or unserved.

CenturyLink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not underserved or
unserved, under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as ineligible. With
limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be directed only to
areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the
applicant’s proposed service areas. Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas
where the application overlaps our existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data
showing broadband availability in our local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We
will provide additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.

This data is not exhaustive; the application may include other areas also currently served with
broadband by other providers, which should be considered in the assessment of the application. Our
data combined with that of other broadband providers would likely show further duplication and
overlap of broadband services in the proposed service areas.



CenturyLink has committed to upgrade and extend broadband.

CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that service even
further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission, CenturyLink
committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband eligible access
lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq local operating
companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.

CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves over 7
million access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states.

----- Service Area: Post, TX +

Submitter: Poka Lambro Telephone Cooperative. Inc.

Comment: Poka Lambro is a member-owned provider and has been providing quality
telecommunications services within the proposed funding area since 1950. Poka Lambro currently
provides both terrestrial and wireless broadband service that is ubiquitous throughout its service area.



Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps”’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

Submitter: KeyOn Communications



Comment: KeyOn Communications currently provides access at speeds of at least 768kbps
downstream and at least 200kbps upstream to more than 50% of the homes in the designated area.

----- Service Area: Wilson Couty, TX +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination. AT&T has attempted to use the available manual
mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile
broadband service area footprint overlaid on the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.

----- Service Area: Alamosa East ,CO +

Submitter: Blanca Telephone Company

Comment: Broadband service of at least 3 mbps in the subject grant area is already advertized and
provisioned. Accordingly, the area is neither "underserved" nor "unserved" as defined by the NOFA. It
is uneconomic for stimulus money to be used to overbuild existing broadband services. The NOFA seeks
irrelevant information, fails to apply the standard required by the ARRA, requires commenters to
provide information without first publishing those requirements and procedures in the Federal Register,
and awards stimulus grants based upon “presumptions” which are not found in the ARRA.



----- Service Area: Olathe, CO +

Submitter: JAB Wireless, Inc.

Comment: JAB Wireless, Inc. (“JAB”), operating under the trade name Skybeam, is providing
information specific to the proposed service area depicting JAB's existing broadband coverage, a sample
of JAB's regular and routine advertising of the availability of 3 meg. or higher Internet service, and
subscriber information to assess broadband subscribership.

----- Service Area: Carbondale, CO +

Submitter: JAB Wireless, Inc.

Comment: JAB Wireless, Inc. (“JAB”), operating under the trade name Skybeam, is providing
information specific to the proposed service area depicting JAB's existing broadband coverage, a sample
of JAB’s regular and routine advertising of the availability of 3 meg. or higher Internet service, and
subscriber information to assess broadband subscribership.

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination. AT&T has attempted to use the available manual
mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile
broadband service area footprint overlaid on the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.



Submitter: Qwest

Comment: As authorized by the BIP and BTOP Notice of Funds Availability and the Public Notice
associated with the publication of BIP and BTOP broadband infrastructure project funding applications
found on the BroadbandUSA.gov website, Qwest responds with broadband service data to the
application of Stelera Wireless, L.L.C. Carbondale for funding for an area represented as “underserved”
that is located, in whole or in part, in Qwest’s broadband service area.

----- Service Area: Cuero, TX +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Hermitage, AR +

Submitter: Troup Communications, LLC

Comment: We currently provide fixed wireless internet within and outside the Hermitage, AR area.



Submitter: South Arkansas Telephone Company

Comment: South Arkansas Telephone Company offers 1M service to 100% of the Proposed Funded
Service Area.

----- Service Area: Amherst, TX +

Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband



subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

Submitter: KeyOn Communications

Comment: KeyOn Communications currently provides access at speeds of at least 768kbps
downstream and at least 200kbps upstream to more than 50% of the homes in the designated area.

----- Service Area: Manassa, CO +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: CenturylLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that
service even further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission,
CenturyLink committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband
eligible access lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq
local operating companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.

CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline



and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves 7 million
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states

Submitter: Blanca Telephone Company

Comment: Asthe NTIA begins their process of reviewing and awarding grants, it is important that they
take into consideration the capabilities of the existing providers like BTC. BTC fully supports helping to
fund truly un-served or under-served areas. However, many of the applications propose to overbuild
existing facilities which results in an unnecessary duplication of service. This may be the case for BTC
should some of these grants be approved in our service territory.

The Blanca Telephone Company, BTC, a family owned telephone company, has been providing
telephone service to the North Costilla County and Eastern Alamosa County since 1922. The Blanca
Telephone Company has a local office and hires local people. The staff has grown from 1 to over 13
individuals. BTC has always had the mindset that the members of the counties and communities it
serves need advanced services much more than the people in the city, because rural Americas must
travel miles and miles to the nearest information source, while those in the city can walk across the
street.

The BTC also furnishes high speed EVDO wireless in Costilla and Conejos Counties. The EVDO system
offers 3 Mbps down and 1 Mbps up.

This appears to be a duplicate facility and is not necessary.

----- Service Area: Walla Walla County, WA +



Submitter: Charter Communications

Comment: Charter Communications (‘Charter’), a broadband service provider, has invested capital to
provide a full range of Broadband services, including High Speed Internet services, in this service area.
The applicant’s request in the proposed under-served service area would create an overlap in Charter’s
service area. Charter’s response includes the necessary information to validate the overlapping
condition as a result of this applicant’s request.

----- Service Area: Syracuse, KS +

Submitter: Pioneer Communications, Inc.

Comment: Pioneer Communications, a telecommunications provider serving 10 counties in western
Kansas, has connected rural communities for more than five decades, and today delivers telephone,
cable television and high-speed Internet service. Pioneer first became an Internet Service Provider (ISP)
in 1995 by introducing educational Internet networking services for the schools located in its service
area, and soon thereafter, made Internet access available commercially to Pioneer's telephone
customers. Currently, Pioneer provides broadband internet access to 100% of its wireline service area
using both Digital Subscriber Line (DSL) over its telephony infrastructure, and data over cable modems
via its cable television system.

The Proposed Service Area for the referenced application encompasses the town of Syracuse Kansas.
Syracuse is the primary community in Pioneer’s coverage area in Hamilton County. Pioneer offers
broadband internet access service to anyone requesting service within both Syracuse and all of Hamilton
County.

Pioneer consistently and effectively advertises the availability of its broadband internet access
throughout the Syracuse and Hamilton County area. Pioneer advertises its broadband internet access
service in the local newspaper, on television, through billing inserts and on the radio. Pioneer also
advertises by providing sponsorship to area high school events and other community activities. The
attached document is an example of ads that have been distributed in the town of Syracuse.

In conclusion, Pioneer re-emphasizes that it offers broadband to its entire wireline service area and
believes the community of Syracuse is well-served by broadband internet access.



Submitter: United Telephone Association

Comment: United Telephone Association, with its affiliate United Wireless, has been providing high-
quality communications services to the residents of the rural communities of southwestern Kansas for
more than 58 years. It was the first provider of Internet access services in this remote area when it
offered dial-up in 1997, wireline broadband in 2000 and wireless broadband in 2005. Currently, 100% of
United’s service areas have broadband capability reaching speeds up to 5 Mbps for both wireline and
wireless broadband services. United’s EVDO RevA network supports wireless broadband at speeds of
1.5Mbps. United is proud to provide broadband services to community anchor institutions including
schools, libraries, local government offices and public safety agencies.

United is a local cooperative that helps anchor the communities it serves. It serves from a local
perspective because United’s owners, who are also its customers, have a personal stake in the
communities where they work and live. United provides much-needed jobs, 24-7 customer service and
local offices. Due to the geographical remoteness of its service areas, United makes every effort to
ensure that its customers have access to not only the latest network technology but also the latest
consumer equipment and support services. This necessary equipment and service includes a wide
selection of wireless phones including smartphones, broadband-capable aircards, metering devices,
wireless routers, netbooks, computer support and website design. United is more than a
communications company to the residents of southwest Kansas — it is a important part of the local
economy.

----- Service Area: Charleston, AR +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: Centurylink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not
underserved or unserved, under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as
ineligible. With limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be
directed only to areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the
applicant’s proposed service areas. Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas
where the application overlaps our existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data



showing broadband availability in our local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We
will provide additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.

This data is not exhaustive; the application may include other areas also currently served with
broadband by other providers, which should be considered in the assessment of the application. Our
data combined with that of other broadband providers would likely show further duplication and
overlap of broadband services in the proposed service areas.

----- Service Area: Corrigan, TX +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Eudora, AR +

Submitter: AT&T
Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband

footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed



service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,
satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.
Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make
a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

AT&T has attempted to use the available manual mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to
approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile broadband service area footprint overlaid on
the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.

----- Service Area: Curry County, OR +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination. AT&T has attempted to use the available manual
mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile
broadband service area footprint overlaid on the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.



----- Service Area: Hereford, TX +

Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”



Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Snowmass, CO +

Submitter: JAB Wireless, Inc.

Comment: JAB Wireless, Inc. (“JAB”), operating under the trade name Skybeam, is providing
information specific to the proposed service area depicting JAB's existing broadband coverage, a sample
of JAB’s regular and routine advertising of the availability of 3 meg. or higher Internet service, and
subscriber information to assess broadband subscribership.

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'

currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make



a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination. AT&T has attempted to use the available manual
mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile
broadband service area footprint overlaid on the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.

Submitter: Qwest

Comment: As authorized by the BIP and BTOP Notice of Funds Availability and the Public Notice
associated with the publication of BIP and BTOP broadband infrastructure project funding applications
found on the BroadbandUSA.gov website, Qwest responds with broadband service data to the
application of Stelera Wireless, L.L.C. Snowmass for funding for an area represented as “underserved”
that is located, in whole or in part, in Qwest’s broadband service area.

----- Service Area: Earth, TX +

Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria



conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

----- Service Area: Paris, AR +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: CenturylLink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not
underserved or unserved, under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as
ineligible. With limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be
directed only to areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the
applicant’s proposed service areas. Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas
where the application overlaps our existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data
showing broadband availability in our local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We
will provide additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.

This data is not exhaustive; the application may include other areas also currently served with
broadband by other providers, which should be considered in the assessment of the application. Our
data combined with that of other broadband providers would likely show further duplication and
overlap of broadband services in the proposed service areas.



----- Service Area: Gould, AR +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: Centurylink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not
underserved or unserved, under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as
ineligible. With limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be
directed only to areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the
applicant’s proposed service areas. Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas
where the application overlaps our existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data
showing broadband availability in our local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We
will provide additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.

This data is not exhaustive; the application may include other areas also currently served with
broadband by other providers, which should be considered in the assessment of the application. Our
data combined with that of other broadband providers would likely show further duplication and
overlap of broadband services in the proposed service areas.

----- Service Area: Green Forest, AR +

Submitter: Cox Communications, Inc

Comment: Cox Communications, Inc. (Cox) is a broadband communications and entertainment
company, providing advanced digital video, Internet, telephone and wireless services over its
nationwide IP network. The third-largest U.S. cable TV company, Cox serves over 6.2 million residences
and businesses.



Cox operates in hundreds of communities in 18 states and has invested over $16 billion in private capital
in its network over the least ten years. Cox provides its customers in Arkansas with 21st century
infrastructure that provides advanced broadband, video and telephone services. More than 99.5
percent of the households in our service areas have access to Cox high-speed Internet, at some of the
fastest broadband speeds available in the nation.

Cox supports the goals of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to extend broadband to parts of
the country that are unserved or underserved. We appreciate the efforts of the Rural Utilities Service
and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration in making sure that the limited
amount of broadband stimulus funding available under the ARRA is targeted toward those consumers in
greatest need, rather than to areas that already have access to broadband service.

To assist your agencies in ensuring that ARRA funds are directed to truly unserved and underserved
areas, Cox is providing supplemental information that demonstrates, for the above-referenced
application, the following: the location of Cox’s broadband infrastructure; broadband service levels
provided; number of customers served; pricing for each service tier; and marketing materials which
demonstrate service availability. Consistent with the statutory requirement to expend funds only for
projects in eligible areas, we trust that your agencies will use this information -- along with information
from other broadband providers -- to obtain a clear picture of service availability in the area covered by
the application. We encourage the use of independent due diligence to determine the extent of other
broadband service offerings in the proposed funded service area covered by this submission, if other
providers fail to submit information prior to the submission deadline.

We request that this data be treated as confidential and proprietary. Much of the information provided
with this letter constitutes trade secrets or commercial information that is privileged and confidential
and therefore exempt from public disclosure under 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4). Cox does not disclose this
information to the public, and release of this information could cause competitive harm, by enabling
other broadband providers to tailor their business strategies to unfairly compete with Cox.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this information. We trust that it will be helpful in your analysis,
and will inform your final decision concerning the application.

Submitter: Windstream



Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

----- Service Area: Milton-Freewater, OR +

Submitter: Charter Communications



Comment: Charter Communications (‘Charter’), a broadband service provider, has invested capital to
provide a full range of Broadband services, including High Speed Internet services, in this service area.
The applicant’s request in the proposed under-served service area would create an overlap in Charter’s
service area. Charter’s response includes the necessary information to validate the overlapping
condition as a result of this applicant’s request.

----- Service Area: Madisonville, TX +

Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband



subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

AT&T has attempted to use the available manual mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to
approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile broadband service area footprint overlaid on
the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.

----- Service Area: Antonito, CO +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that
service even further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission,
CenturyLink committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband
eligible access lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq
local operating companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.



CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves 7 million
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states

Submitter: Blanca Telephone Company

Comment: Broadband service of at least 3 mbps in the subject grant area is already advertized and
provisioned. Accordingly, the area is neither "underserved" nor "unserved" as defined by the NOFA. It
is uneconomic for stimulus money to be used to overbuild existing broadband services. The NOFA seeks
irrelevant information, fails to apply the standard required by the ARRA, requires commenters to
provide information without first publishing those requirements and procedures in the Federal Register,
and awards stimulus grants based upon “presumptions” which are not found in the ARRA.

----- Service Area: Slaton, TX +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.



Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

Submitter: KeyOn Communications

Comment: KeyOn Communications currently provides access at speeds of at least 768kbps
downstream and at least 200kbps upstream to more than 50% of the homes in the designated area.

----- Service Area: Kress, Tx +

Submitter: Mid-Plains Telephone Cooperative

Comment: The proposed service area is being shown as underserved by Stelera Wireless. This area is

presently served by Mid-Plains Telephone Cooperative. The present service within the Kress exchange

includes Broadband service, up to 3Mbps, within the town of Kress and surrounding area that is within
18,000 feet of the Kress Central Office. This area that is served by Mid-Plains is greater than 90% of the
households in the proposed funded service area of Stelera Wireless.

----- Service Area: Grapeland, TX +

Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband



service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

----- Service Area: East Camden, AR +

Submitter: AT&T
Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband

footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed



service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,
satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.
Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Drain, OR +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: The proposed service areas are not wholly underserved or unserved.

CenturyLink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not underserved or
unserved, under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as ineligible. With
limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be directed only to
areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the
applicant’s proposed service areas. Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas
where the application overlaps our existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data
showing broadband availability in our local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We
will provide additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.

This data is not exhaustive; the application may include other areas also currently served with
broadband by other providers, which should be considered in the assessment of the application. Our
data combined with that of other broadband providers would likely show further duplication and
overlap of broadband services in the proposed service areas.

CenturyLink has committed to upgrade and extend broadband.



CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that service even
further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission, CenturyLink
committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband eligible access
lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq local operating
companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.

CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves over 7
million access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states.

----- Service Area: Hagerman, NM +

Submitter: Plateau

Comment: Plateau currently serves the Hagerman area with a licensed fixed wireless service.

----- Service Area: Loma, CO +



Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

Submitter: KeyOn Communications

Comment: KeyOn Communications currently provides access at speeds of at least 768kbps
downstream and at least 200kbps upstream to more than 50% of the homes in the designated area.

----- Service Area: Rifle, CO +

Submitter: JAB Wireless, Inc.

Comment: JAB Wireless, Inc. (“JAB”), operating under the trade name Skybeam, is providing
information specific to the proposed service area depicting JAB's existing broadband coverage, a sample
of JAB’s regular and routine advertising of the availability of 3 meg. or higher Internet service, and
subscriber information to assess broadband subscribership.

Submitter: Qwest

Comment: As authorized by the BIP and BTOP Notice of Funds Availability and the Public Notice
associated with the publication of BIP and BTOP broadband infrastructure project funding applications
found on the BroadbandUSA.gov website, Qwest responds with broadband service data to the
application of Stelera Wireless, LLC., Rifle for funding for an area represented as “underserved” that is
located, in whole or in part, in Qwest’s broadband service area.



----- Service Area: Dolores, CO +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that
service even further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission,
CenturyLink committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband
eligible access lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq
local operating companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.

CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves 7 million
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states

Submitter: Velocitynet LLC

Comment: VelocityNet, hereby, respectfully opposes and objects to this and all applications being
considered for Broadband competitors applying for BIP or BTOP funding to expand into our existing rural
markets of La Plata County and Montezuma County, Colorado.

These two counties are neither “unserved” nor “underserved” as defined by BIP and BTOP, and should
not be eligible for any BIP or BTOP funding.



VelocityNet LLC has been providing and advertising 3Mb of high-speed broadband, wireless Internet
services in Montezuma County and La Plata County in Colorado for over six years.

In addition to VelocityNet, there are six other Broadband companies, already providing and advertising
high-speed, broadband services in Montezuma County and la Plata County, Colorado, including Dolores.

Qwest provides DSL in Cortez, Durango & Mancos;

CenturyTel has DSL in Dolores, Lewis, and Arriola;

Baja has cable broadband in Cortez;

Farmers Telephone Company has broadband service in rural Montezuma County;
Brainstorm has DSL and High-speed Wireless service in rural La Plata County;

Mydurango.net also has service in rural La Plata County.

VelocityNet has grown, and prefers to grow, the old-fashion way...through hard-work and reinvesting
profits... without relying on grants, loans or other outside financing. If BIP or BTOP provide grants and/or
loans for the markets we serve, they would give an undeserved, “Government-funded financial
advantage” to our competitors, and that would be completely unfair in our American free-market
economy.

Therefore, as one of numerous incumbent broadband Internet service providers serving these two
counties, we respectfully request that this and all existing and/or future applications for towns and rural
ares in Montezuma County and La Plata County in Colorado be denied.

----- Service Area: Dexter, NM +

Submitter: Plateau

Comment: Plateau currently serves the Dexter area with a licensed fixed wireless service.

Submitter: PVT NetWorks, Inc.



Comment: PVT NetWorks, Inc. serves the majority of the Dexter map that has been overlapped by
Stelera Wireless, LLC. We are currently offering high speed internet with 700 MHz service and also with
cable modem service. PVT NetWorks, Inc. is offering packages up to 3.0 Mbps .PVT NetWorks, Inc. leases
excess capacity from Pefasco Valley Telephone Cooperative Inc. facilities for backhaul and transport.
These facilities were initially provided through RUS loans. The proposed project would require
additional and redundant federal spending. Excess capacity may be leased from Pefiasco Valley
Telephone Cooperative Inc. as a much more financially prudent alternative to duplicate federal funding.

----- Service Area: Coal Hill, AR +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: CenturylLink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not
underserved or unserved, under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as
ineligible. With limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be
directed only to areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the
applicant’s proposed service areas. Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas
where the application overlaps our existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data
showing broadband availability in our local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We
will provide additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.

This data is not exhaustive; the application may include other areas also currently served with
broadband by other providers, which should be considered in the assessment of the application. Our
data combined with that of other broadband providers would likely show further duplication and
overlap of broadband services in the proposed service areas.



----- Service Area: Groveton, TX +

Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”



----- Service Area: Stephens, AR +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Ordway, CO +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: CenturylLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that
service even further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission,
CenturyLink committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband
eligible access lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq
local operating companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.

CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.



The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves 7 million
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states

----- Service Area: Coos County, OR +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Lockney, TX +

Submitter: AT&T
Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,



satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.
Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Crossett, AR +

Submitter: Windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per



second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

----- Service Area: Rock Island, WA +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination. AT&T has attempted to use the available manual
mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile
broadband service area footprint overlaid on the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.

----- Service Area: Hotchkiss, CO +

Submitter: JAB Wireless, Inc.

Comment: JAB Wireless, Inc. (“JAB”), operating under the trade name Skybeam, is providing
information specific to the proposed service area depicting JAB's existing broadband coverage, a sample



of JAB’s regular and routine advertising of the availability of 3 meg. or higher Internet service, and
subscriber information to assess broadband subscribership.

----- Service Area: Douglas County, OR +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Roscoe, TX +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.



----- Service Area: Buna, TX +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Morton, TX +

Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several



years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects

----- Service Area: Yorktown, TX +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.



----- Service Area: Umatilla County, OR +

Submitter: Eastern Oregon Telecom, LLC

Comment: Eastern Oregon Telecom provides both ADSL Internet Services with speeds of up to 20 Mb/s
and Wireless Internet Services with speeds of up to 1.5 Mb/s in the greater Hermiston, Oregon area (the
area mapped and identified by Stelera as Umatilla). Additionally, this is a Qwest service areaand DSL is
available from them as well. As such, this area is not underserved as defined by the NOFA.

----- Service Area: Seagraves, TX +

Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-



Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

Submitter: Poka Lambro Telephone Cooperative, Inc.

Comment: Poka Lambro is a member-owned provider and has been providing quality
telecommunications services within the proposed funding area since 1950. Poka Lambro currently
provides both terrestrial and wireless broadband service that is ubiquitous throughout its service area.

----- Service Area: Grant County, NM +

Submitter: TransWorld Network, Corp.

Comment: TransWorld Network Corp. provides broadband transmission speeds of at least 3Mbps
downstream in Grant County, NM.

----- Service Area: Petersburg, TX +

Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service



(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

Submitter: KeyOn Communications

Comment: KeyOn Communications currently provides access at speeds of at least 768kbps
downstream and at least 200kbps upstream to more than 50% of the homes in the designated area.



----- Service Area: Skidmore, TX +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Magdalena, NM +

Submitter: Western New Mexico Telephone Company, Inc.

Comment: Respondent identifies locations within the Applicant’s service area that are not un-served or
underserved.

----- Service Area: Dermott, AR +

Submitter: AT&T
Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,



satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.
Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Tahoka, TX +

Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per



second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

Submitter: Poka Lambro Telephone Cooperative, Inc.

Comment: Poka Lambro is a member-owned provider and has been providing quality
telecommunications services within the proposed funding area since 1950. Poka Lambro currently
provides both terrestrial and wireless broadband service that is ubiquitous throughout its service area.

----- Service Area: Kirtland, NM +

Submitter: Qwest

Comment: As authorized by the BIP and BTOP Notice of Funds Availability and the Public Notice
associated with the publication of BIP and BTOP broadband infrastructure project funding applications
found on the BroadbandUSA.gov website, Qwest responds with broadband service data to the
application ofStelera Wireless, L.L.C. Kirtland for funding for an area represented as “underserved” that
is located, in whole or in part, in Qwest’s broadband service area.

----- Service Area: Monticello, AR +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband



footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed
service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,
satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.
Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make
a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

AT&T has attempted to use the available manual mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to
approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile broadband service area footprint overlaid on
the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.

----- Service Area: Stanfield, OR +

Submitter: Charter Communications

Comment: Charter Communications (‘Charter’), a broadband service provider, has invested capital to
provide a full range of Broadband services, including High Speed Internet services, in this service area.
The applicant’s request in the proposed under-served service area would create an overlap in Charter’s
service area. Charter’s response includes the necessary information to validate the overlapping
condition as a result of this applicant’s request.

----- Service Area: Hampton, AR +

Submitter: South Arkasnsas Telephone Company

Comment: South Arkansas Telephone Company offers 1M service to 100% of the Proposed Funded
Service Area.



----- Service Area: Jasper, TX +

Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”



Submitter: CMA Communications

Comment: CMA Communications is the current provider of broadband service to the rural
communities of Jasper and Woodville, TX. We appreciate the opportunity to share a public response
regarding Stelera Wireless LLC’s application. CMA's comments are intended to provide factual
information that will assist in review of this application.

Our Public Response includes an accurate rendering of our current service area, a summary of homes
capable of receiving our broadband products, a summary of customers and an overview of product
features. CMA Communications has made a significant private investment to allow delivery of High
Speed Internet service to both Jasper and Woodville.

Further, we believe that funding this project would create a government-funded overbuild situation.

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: O'Donnell, TX +

Submitter: Poka Lambro Telephone Cooperative, Inc.



Comment: Poka Lambro is a member-owned provider and has been providing quality
telecommunications services within the proposed funding area since 1950. Poka Lambro currently
provides both terrestrial and wireless broadband service that is ubiquitous throughout its service area.

----- Service Area: Kirbyville, TX +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Center, CO +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that
service even further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission,
CenturyLink committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband
eligible access lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq
local operating companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.

CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3



Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves 7 million
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states

Submitter: Blanca Telephone Company

Comment: Broadband service of at least 3 mbps in the subject grant area is already advertized and
provisioned. Accordingly, the area is neither "underserved" nor "unserved" as defined by the NOFA. It
is uneconomic for stimulus money to be used to overbuild existing broadband services. The NOFA seeks
irrelevant information, fails to apply the standard required by the ARRA, requires commenters to
provide information without first publishing those requirements and procedures in the Federal Register,
and awards stimulus grants based upon “presumptions” which are not found in the ARRA.

----- Service Area: Norphlet, AR +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'

currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make



a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Athena, OR +

Submitter: Qwest

Comment: As authorized by the BIP and BTOP Notice of Funds Availability and the Public Notice
associated with the publication of BIP and BTOP broadband infrastructure project funding applications
found on the BroadbandUSA.gov website, Qwest responds with broadband service data to the
application of Stelera Wireless, L.L.C., Athena for funding for an area represented as “underserved” that
is located, in whole or in part, in Qwest’s broadband service area.

----- Service Area: Shepherd, TX +

Submitter: Suddenlink Communications

Comment: This response conclusively demonstrates that Suddenlink and its competitors already offer
robust broadband service within the mapped area of the applicant’s proposed funded service area and
that this mapped area is neither unserved nor underserved. Additional information is provided in the
uploaded document, including (1) sample marketing material; (2) a guide on how to read the data we
entered in the “Existing Broadband Subscribers” section of this response; (3) a summary of the vendor
and methodology used for estimating competitive-service subscribers in the mapped area; (4)
Suddenlink contact information, should one or more federal agencies have questions or require
additional information; and (5) a summary of concerns with the response process and the limitations
that process has placed on our ability to provide NTIA/RUS with relevant, timely data.

----- Service Area: Bayfield, CO +

Submitter: Qwest



Comment: As authorized by the BIP and BTOP Notice of Funds Availability and the Public Notice
associated with the publication of BIP and BTOP broadband infrastructure project funding applications
found on the BroadbandUSA.gov website, Qwest responds with broadband service data to the
application of Stelera Wireless, LLC., Bayfield for funding for an area represented as “underserved” that
is located, in whole or in part, in Qwest’s broadband service area.

----- Service Area: Camden, AR +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

Submitter: Windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several



years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

----- Service Area: Woodville, TX +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.



----- Service Area: Reedsport, OR +

Submitter: Charter Communications

Comment: Charter Communications (‘Charter’), a broadband service provider, has invested capital to
provide a full range of Broadband services, including High Speed Internet services, in this service area.
The applicant’s request in the proposed under-served service area would create an overlap in Charter’s
service area. Charter’s response includes the necessary information to validate the overlapping
condition as a result of this applicant’s request.

----- Service Area: Port O'Conner, TX +

Submitter: TISD, Inc.

Comment: TISD, Inc currently offers high speed wireless access in Texas in the counties of Victoria,
Calhoun, Matagorda, and Jackson.

----- Service Area: LalJara, CO +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that
service even further. As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission,
CenturyLink committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband
eligible access lines by July 1, 2012. Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq
local operating companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.



CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds. CenturyLink will ensure
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011. It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date. Nationwide, our
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile. This commitment ensures availability of
broadband even to very rural consumers.

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable. CenturyLink has
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas. Today, it serves 7 million
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states

Submitter: Blanca Telephone Company

Comment: Asthe NTIA begins their process of reviewing and awarding grants, it is important that they
take into consideration the capabilities of the existing providers like BTC. BTC fully supports helping to
fund truly un-served or under-served areas. However, many of the applications propose to overbuild
existing facilities which results in an unnecessary duplication of service. This may be the case for BTC
should some of these grants be approved in our service territory.

The Blanca Telephone Company, BTC, a family owned telephone company, has been providing
telephone service to the North Costilla County and Eastern Alamosa County since 1922. The Blanca
Telephone Company has a local office and hires local people. The staff has grown from 1 to over 13
individuals. BTC has always had the mindset that the members of the counties and communities it
serves need advanced services much more than the people in the city, because rural Americas must
travel miles and miles to the nearest information source, while those in the city can walk across the
street.

The BTC also furnishes high speed EVDO wireless in Costilla and Conejos Counties. The EVDO system
offers 3 Mbps down and 1 Mbps up.



This appears to be a duplicate facility and is not necessary.

Submitter: Blanca Telephnoe Company

Comment: Broadband service of at least 3 mbps in the subject grant area is already advertized and
provisioned. Accordingly, the area is neither "underserved" nor "unserved" as defined by the NOFA. It
is uneconomic for stimulus money to be used to overbuild existing broadband services. The NOFA seeks
irrelevant information, fails to apply the standard required by the ARRA, requires commenters to
provide information without first publishing those requirements and procedures in the Federal Register,
and awards stimulus grants based upon “presumptions” which are not found in the ARRA.

----- Service Area: Newton, TX +

Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure



the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

----- Service Area: Goliad, TX +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination. AT&T has attempted to use the available manual
mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile
broadband service area footprint overlaid on the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.

----- Service Area: Abernathy, TX +



Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps”’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

Submitter: KeyOn Communications



Comment: KeyOn Communications currently provides access at speeds of at least 768kbps
downstream and at least 200kbps upstream to more than 50% of the homes in the designated area.

----- Service Area: Log Lane Village, CO +

Submitter: Qwest

Comment: As authorized by the BIP and BTOP Notice of Funds Availability and the Public Notice
associated with the publication of BIP and BTOP broadband infrastructure project funding applications
found on the BroadbandUSA.gov website, Qwest responds with broadband service data to the
application of Stelera Wireless, LLC., Log Lane Village for funding for an area represented as
“underserved” that is located, in whole or in part, in Qwest’s broadband service area.

----- Service Area: New Castle, CO +

Submitter: JAB Wireless, Inc.

Comment: JAB Wireless, Inc. (“JAB”), operating under the trade name Skybeam, is providing
information specific to the proposed service area depicting JAB's existing broadband coverage, a sample
of JAB's regular and routine advertising of the availability of 3 meg. or higher Internet service, and
subscriber information to assess broadband subscribership.

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'

currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make



a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

Submitter: Qwest

Comment: As authorized by the BIP and BTOP Notice of Funds Availability and the Public Notice
associated with the publication of BIP and BTOP broadband infrastructure project funding applications
found on the BroadbandUSA.gov website, Qwest responds with broadband service data to the
application of Stelera Wireless, LLC., New Castle for funding for an area represented as “underserved”
that is located, in whole or in part, in Qwest’s broadband service area.

----- Service Area: Woodsboro,TX +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Runge, TX +

Submitter: AT&T
Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband

footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed



service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,
satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.
Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination.

----- Service Area: Hale Center, TX +

Submitter: KeyOn Communications

Comment: KeyOn Communications currently provides access at speeds of at least 768kbps
downstream and at least 200kbps upstream to more than 50% of the homes in the designated area.

----- Service Area: Ralls, TX +

Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
gualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.



The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps’’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband
subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

Submitter: KeyOn Communications

Comment: KeyOn Communications currently provides access at speeds of at least 768kbps
downstream and at least 200kbps upstream to more than 50% of the homes in the designated area.

----- Service Area: Smackover, AR +

Submitter: AT&T

Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'



currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination. AT&T has attempted to use the available manual
mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile
broadband service area footprint overlaid on the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.

----- Service Area: Trinity, TX +

Submitter: windstream

Comment: Windstream’s data strongly suggest that the proposed funded service area likely does not
qualify as an underserved area. Windstream offers facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service
(meeting the definition set forth in the Notice of Funds Availability) to some of the households in the
proposed funded service area, and such households can readily subscribe to Windstream’s broadband
service upon request. Windstream also has reason to believe that competitive broadband offerings are
available in exchanges overlapping the proposed funded service area. Given this information, agency
officials should further investigate existing broadband offerings within the proposed funded service
area, so that officials can be sure that the area, in fact, qualifies as underserved.

Windstream is a communications and entertainment company with more than 1 million broadband
customers in 16 states. Investing more than $200 million in broadband deployment over the last several
years, Windstream now offers approximately 89% of its 3 million voice customers access to quality and
affordable broadband service.

The agencies define an “underserved area” as follows: “Underserved area means a proposed funded
service area, composed of one or more contiguous census blocks meeting certain criteria that measure
the availability of broadband service and the level of advertised broadband speeds. These criteria
conform to the two distinct components of the Broadband Infrastructure category of eligible projects-
Last Mile and Middle Mile. Specifically, a proposed funded service area may qualify as underserved for
last mile projects if at least one of the following factors is met, though the presumption will be that
more than one factor is present: 1. No more than 50 percent of the households in the proposed funded
service area have access to facilities-based, terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum
broadband transmission speed (set forth in the definition of broadband above); 2. No fixed or mobile
broadband service provider advertises broadband transmission speeds of at least three megabits per
second (“mbps”’) downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3. The rate of broadband



subscribership for the proposed funded service area is 40 percent of households or less. A proposed
funded service area may qualify as underserved for Middle Mile projects if one interconnection point
terminates in a proposed funded service area that qualifies as unserved or underserved for Last Mile
projects.”

----- Service Area: Star City, AR +

Submitter: CenturyLink

Comment: Centurylink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not
underserved or unserved, under program guidelines. Accordingly, the application must be denied as
ineligible. With limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be
directed only to areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the
applicant’s proposed service areas. Attached is a state map that is a representative sample of areas
where the application overlaps our existing broadband deployment. CenturyLink also provides data
showing broadband availability in our local telephone exchanges within the proposed service areas. We
will provide additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.

This data is not exhaustive; the application may include other areas also currently served with
broadband by other providers, which should be considered in the assessment of the application. Our
data combined with that of other broadband providers would likely show further duplication and
overlap of broadband services in the proposed service areas.

----- Service Area: Clayton, Wa +

Submitter: AT&T



Comment: AT&T is providing data about its wireline and mobile broadband
footprint to assist in determining whether the applicant's proposed

service area, which may be part of a larger application and project,

satisfies the unserved and underserved eligibility requirements.

Additional information regarding other broadband service providers'
currently operating in the service area may be needed in order to make

a reasonable analysis or a conclusive determination. AT&T has attempted to use the available manual
mapping tool, to the best of its ability, to approximately depict its combined wireline and 3G mobile
broadband service area footprint overlaid on the Applicant’s proposed funded service area.



