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Applicant Name:   ART Leasing, Inc. dba FiberTower Broadband Corp. 

_______________________Public Notice Submissions_______________________ 

-----Service Area:   FTWR-TX-104 

 

Submitter:   CenturyLink 

Comment:   CenturyLink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not 
underserved or unserved, under program guidelines.  Accordingly, the application must be denied as 
ineligible.  With limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be 
directed only to areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.   

  

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the 
applicant’s proposed service areas.  We attach a representative sample of areas where the application 
overlaps our existing broadband deployment.  This data is not exhaustive; the application may include 
other areas also currently served with broadband by CenturyLink or other providers.  We will provide 
additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.    

  

CenturyLink also provides data showing broadband availability in local telephone exchanges within the 
proposed service areas.  This includes areas served by CenturyLink and/or other broadband providers.  
This data further show the applicant would duplicate and overlap existing broadband services in the 
proposed service areas.    

  

CenturyLink has committed to upgrade and extend broadband.  

  

CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that service even 
further.  As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission, CenturyLink 
committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband eligible access 
lines by July 1, 2012.  Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq local operating 
companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.    

  



CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds.  CenturyLink will ensure 
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the 
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011.  It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3 
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by 
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date.  Nationwide, our 
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile.  This commitment ensures availability of 
broadband even to very rural consumers.    

  

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment 
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable.  CenturyLink has 
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline 
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas.  Today, it serves 7 million 
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states.  

 

 

Submitter:   Suddenlink Communications 

Comment:   This application, filed by a satellite provider of broadband services, proposes a multi-state 
funded service area (FSA), within which Suddenlink provides wireline broadband services.  The sizable 
number of responses that Suddenlink needed to file as part of this overall process, and the 30-day 
window in which we were allowed to do so, prohibited us from mapping all Suddenlink-served areas 
within this particular, multi-state FSA.  Accordingly, for the purposes of our response to this application, 
we have mapped one Suddenlink service area as an example of the company’s many service areas 
within the applicant’s proposed FSA.   Suddenlink requests that the agency reviewing this response take 
special care to determine ALL of the served areas in the applicant’s FSA and restrict any awarded funds 
to the provision of broadband service in the unserved and underserved portions of the proposed FSA.  

  

Additional information is provided in the uploaded document, including (1) sample marketing material; 
(2) a guide on how to read the data we entered in the  “Existing Broadband Subscribers” section of this 
response; (3) a summary of the vendor and methodology used for estimating competitive-service 
subscribers in the mapped area; (4) Suddenlink contact information, should one or more federal 
agencies have questions or require additional information; and (5) a summary of concerns with the 
response process and the limitations that process has placed on our ability to provide NTIA/RUS with 
relevant, timely data.   

 

 



 

-----Service Area:   FTWR-TX-162 

 

Submitter:   AMA TechTel 

Comment:   As a Texas service provider serving many Non rural communities including Amarillo and 
rural communites including Panhandle, Groom, Skellytown, White Deer, Texas, Texas for which funds 
are being requested in this application, we are filing comments to give the determining authority 
complete information so that they can accurately distribute funds to those areas that are either 
unserved or underserved as required by the NOFA.  

As we understand the NOFA, each proposed service area in the application must meet at least one of 
the following requirements to qualify as underserved or unserved, Amarillo, Panhandle, Groom, 
Skellytown, and White Deer, Texas does not qualify:  

 

 

Submitter:   Suddenlink Communications 

Comment:   This application, filed by a satellite provider of broadband services, proposes a multi-state 
funded service area (FSA), within which Suddenlink provides wireline broadband services.  The sizable 
number of responses that Suddenlink needed to file as part of this overall process, and the 30-day 
window in which we were allowed to do so, prohibited us from mapping all Suddenlink-served areas 
within this particular, multi-state FSA.  Accordingly, for the purposes of our response to this application, 
we have mapped one Suddenlink service area as an example of the company’s many service areas 
within the applicant’s proposed FSA.   Suddenlink requests that the agency reviewing this response take 
special care to determine ALL of the served areas in the applicant’s FSA and restrict any awarded funds 
to the provision of broadband service in the unserved and underserved portions of the proposed FSA.  

  

Additional information is provided in the uploaded document, including (1) sample marketing material; 
(2) a guide on how to read the data we entered in the  “Existing Broadband Subscribers” section of this 
response; (3) a summary of the vendor and methodology used for estimating competitive-service 
subscribers in the mapped area; (4) Suddenlink contact information, should one or more federal 
agencies have questions or require additional information; and (5) a summary of concerns with the 
response process and the limitations that process has placed on our ability to provide NTIA/RUS with 
relevant, timely data.  

 



 

 

-----Service Area:   FTWR-TX-165 

 

Submitter:   Charter Communications 

Comment:   Charter Communications (‘Charter’), a broadband service provider, has invested capital to 
provide a full range of Broadband services, including High Speed Internet services, in this service area.  
The applicant’s request in the proposed under-served and un-served service area would create an 
overlap in Charter’s service area.  Charter’s response includes the necessary information to validate the 
overlapping condition as a result of this applicant’s request.  

  

 

 

Submitter:   Etex Telephone Cooperative, Inc. 

Comment:   Etex Telephone Cooperative, Inc. is an ILEC providing reliable terrestrial broadband data 
service within portions of the proposed funding area. Etex is currently capable of delivering 4-5mbps 
broadband service throughout much of its service territory. 

 

Submitter:   CenturyLink 

Comment:   CenturyLink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not 
underserved or unserved, under program guidelines.  Accordingly, the application must be denied as 
ineligible.  With limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be 
directed only to areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.   

  

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the 
applicant’s proposed service areas.  We attach a representative sample of areas where the application 
overlaps our existing broadband deployment.  This data is not exhaustive; the application may include 
other areas also currently served with broadband by CenturyLink or other providers.  We will provide 
additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.    

  



CenturyLink also provides data showing broadband availability in local telephone exchanges within the 
proposed service areas.  This includes areas served by CenturyLink and/or other broadband providers.  
This data further show the applicant would duplicate and overlap existing broadband services in the 
proposed service areas.    

  

CenturyLink has committed to upgrade and extend broadband.  

  

CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that service even 
further.  As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission, CenturyLink 
committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband eligible access 
lines by July 1, 2012.  Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq local operating 
companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.    

  

CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds.  CenturyLink will ensure 
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the 
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011.  It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3 
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by 
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date.  Nationwide, our 
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile.  This commitment ensures availability of 
broadband even to very rural consumers.    

  

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment 
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable.  CenturyLink has 
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline 
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas.  Today, it serves 7 million 
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states.  

 

 

Submitter:   Suddenlink Communications 

Comment:   This application, filed by a satellite provider of broadband services, proposes a multi-state 
funded service area (FSA), within which Suddenlink provides wireline broadband services.  The sizable 
number of responses that Suddenlink needed to file as part of this overall process, and the 30-day 
window in which we were allowed to do so, prohibited us from mapping all Suddenlink-served areas 
within this particular, multi-state FSA.  Accordingly, for the purposes of our response to this application, 



we have mapped one Suddenlink service area as an example of the company’s many service areas 
within the applicant’s proposed FSA.   Suddenlink requests that the agency reviewing this response take 
special care to determine ALL of the served areas in the applicant’s FSA and restrict any awarded funds 
to the provision of broadband service in the unserved and underserved portions of the proposed FSA.  

  

Additional information is provided in the uploaded document, including (1) sample marketing material; 
(2) a guide on how to read the data we entered in the  “Existing Broadband Subscribers” section of this 
response; (3) a summary of the vendor and methodology used for estimating competitive-service 
subscribers in the mapped area; (4) Suddenlink contact information, should one or more federal 
agencies have questions or require additional information; and (5) a summary of concerns with the 
response process and the limitations that process has placed on our ability to provide NTIA/RUS with 
relevant, timely data.   

 

 

Submitter:   Eastex Telephone Cooperative, Inc. 

Comment:   Eastex Telephone Cooperative, Inc. is an ILEC providing reliable terrestrial broadband data 
service within portions of the proposed funding area. In Eastex's many years of experience within this 
rural service territory, wireless services are unlikely to be able to provide reliable broadband service 
throughout the area due to the size and density of local pine trees. 

 

 

-----Service Area:   FTWR-TX-354 

 

Submitter:   CenturyLink 

Comment:   CenturyLink is submitting data that shows the application’s proposed service area is not 
underserved or unserved, under program guidelines.  Accordingly, the application must be denied as 
ineligible.  With limited funding and a large pool of applications, program grants and loans must be 
directed only to areas that are truly underserved or unserved, as stipulated in the program guidelines.   

  

CenturyLink can certify that its affiliates currently offer broadband service in some or all of the 
applicant’s proposed service areas.  We attach a representative sample of areas where the application 
overlaps our existing broadband deployment.  This data is not exhaustive; the application may include 



other areas also currently served with broadband by CenturyLink or other providers.  We will provide 
additional information on request if that will further assist the agency’s review.    

  

CenturyLink also provides data showing broadband availability in local telephone exchanges within the 
proposed service areas.  This includes areas served by CenturyLink and/or other broadband providers.  
This data further show the applicant would duplicate and overlap existing broadband services in the 
proposed service areas.    

  

CenturyLink has an extensive broadband footprint today, and has committed to extend that service even 
further.  As part of its merger commitments to the Federal Communications Commission, CenturyLink 
committed to offer retail broadband Internet access service to 100% of its broadband eligible access 
lines by July 1, 2012.  Consequently, virtually no areas served by CenturyTel or Embarq local operating 
companies, in any state, will be underserved or unserved at the end of three years.    

  

CenturyLink also agreed to meet targets for minimum download speeds.  CenturyLink will ensure 
availability of retail broadband Internet access service with a download speed of 1.5 Mbps to 87% of the 
broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2011.  It will ensure availability with a download speed of 3 
Mbps to 75% of broadband eligible access lines by July 1, 2010, to 78% of broadband eligible lines by 
July 1, 2011, and to 80% of broadband eligible lines within 3 years of the close date.  Nationwide, our 
average tele-density is 23 customers per square mile.  This commitment ensures availability of 
broadband even to very rural consumers.    

  

The agency should consider the importance of this commitment, as CenturyLink’s continuing investment 
inevitably will make applications that overlap CenturyLink service areas less viable.  CenturyLink has 
proven, industry-leading experience in deploying broadband networks and services using both wireline 
and wireless technology, and a strong commitment and focus on rural areas.  Today, it serves 7 million 
access lines and 2.1 million broadband customers in 33 states.  

  

  

 

 

Submitter:   Suddenlink Communications 



Comment:   This application, filed by a satellite provider of broadband services, proposes a multi-state 
funded service area (FSA), within which Suddenlink provides wireline broadband services.  The sizable 
number of responses that Suddenlink needed to file as part of this overall process, and the 30-day 
window in which we were allowed to do so, prohibited us from mapping all Suddenlink-served areas 
within this particular, multi-state FSA.  Accordingly, for the purposes of our response to this application, 
we have mapped one Suddenlink service area as an example of the company’s many service areas 
within the applicant’s proposed FSA.   Suddenlink requests that the agency reviewing this response take 
special care to determine ALL of the served areas in the applicant’s FSA and restrict any awarded funds 
to the provision of broadband service in the unserved and underserved portions of the proposed FSA.  

  

Additional information is provided in the uploaded document, including (1) sample marketing material; 
(2) a guide on how to read the data we entered in the  “Existing Broadband Subscribers” section of this 
response; (3) a summary of the vendor and methodology used for estimating competitive-service 
subscribers in the mapped area; (4) Suddenlink contact information, should one or more federal 
agencies have questions or require additional information; and (5) a summary of concerns with the 
response process and the limitations that process has placed on our ability to provide NTIA/RUS with 
relevant, timely data.   

 

 

 

-----Service Area:   FTWR-TX-222 

 

Submitter:   Guadalupe Valley Telephone Cooperative, Inc. 

Comment:   GVTC provides broadband service in the highlighted areas of the application. 

 

 

-----Service Area:   FTWR-TX-73 

 

Submitter:   NTS Communications, Inc. 

Comment:   NTS Communications, Inc. is providing Broadband Services, beginnning at 8mbps download 
speed, to the residents of Lubbock,  Reese Center, and Wolfforth, TX via a Fiber to the User network.  



 

Submitter:   Suddenlink Communications 

Comment:   This application, filed by a satellite provider of broadband services, proposes a multi-state 
funded service area (FSA), within which Suddenlink provides wireline broadband services.  The sizable 
number of responses that Suddenlink needed to file as part of this overall process, and the 30-day 
window in which we were allowed to do so, prohibited us from mapping all Suddenlink-served areas 
within this particular, multi-state FSA.  Accordingly, for the purposes of our response to this application, 
we have mapped one Suddenlink service area as an example of the company’s many service areas 
within the applicant’s proposed FSA.   Suddenlink requests that the agency reviewing this response take 
special care to determine ALL of the served areas in the applicant’s FSA and restrict any awarded funds 
to the provision of broadband service in the unserved and underserved portions of the proposed FSA.  

  

Additional information is provided in the uploaded document, including (1) sample marketing material; 
(2) a guide on how to read the data we entered in the  “Existing Broadband Subscribers” section of this 
response; (3) a summary of the vendor and methodology used for estimating competitive-service 
subscribers in the mapped area; (4) Suddenlink contact information, should one or more federal 
agencies have questions or require additional information; and (5) a summary of concerns with the 
response process and the limitations that process has placed on our ability to provide NTIA/RUS with 
relevant, timely data.   

 

 

Submitter:   South Plains Telephone Cooperative 

Comment:   South Plains Telephone Cooperative serves the Merrell and Woodrow exchanges, portions 
of which are included in the proposed funded service area of ART Leasing Fiber Tower.  Because the 
Cooperative provides access to broadband service to 100% of households and businesses through the 
exchanes, it exceeds 50% of broadband availability to households and businesses and therefore the area 
does not meet the criteria for underserved. 

 

Submitter:   KeyOn Communications 

Comment:   KeyOn Communications currently provides access at speeds of at least 768kbps 
downstream and at least 200kbps upstream to more than 50% of the homes in the designated area. 

 

 



-----Service Area:   FTWR-TX-57 

 

Submitter:   James Cable LLC 

Comment:   James Cable LLC provides 8Mb broadband service to the communities of DeQuincy, Vinton, 
Moss Bluff and Westlake Louisiana. 

 

Submitter:   Cameron Telephone Company, L.L.C. 

Comment:   Cameron Telephone Company has been offering high speed broadband service throughout 
its exchanges for nine years.  The area applied for by the ARRA applicant is served with 3 Mbps service. 

 

 

-----Service Area:   FTWR-TX-367 

 

Submitter:   Charter Communications 

Comment:   Charter Communications (‘Charter’), a broadband service provider, has invested capital to 
provide a full range of Broadband services, including High Speed Internet services, in this service area.  
The applicant’s request in the proposed under-served and un-served service area would create an 
overlap in Charter’s service area.  Charter’s response includes the necessary information to validate the 
overlapping condition as a result of this applicant’s request.  

  

 

 

Submitter:   Stelera Wireless, LLC 

Comment:   The applicant’s proposed service area does not qualify as unserved or underserved as 
defined by the BIP or BTOP programs. Stelera Broadband provides broadband access to the service area 
with peak speeds of 6-7 mbps. The proposed service area is served by Stelera Broadband a broadband 
service provider which advertises and delivers broadband transmission speeds in excess of 3 mbps 
downstream.  Over 50% of the households in the proposed service area have access to terrestrial 
broadband service at greater than the minimum broadband transmission speed.  The rate of broadband 
subscribership is 40% or greater, many of whom are subscribers to Stelera Broadband. 



 

 

-----Service Area:   FTWR-TX-437 

 

Submitter:   Suddenlink Communications 

Comment:   This application, filed by a satellite provider of broadband services, proposes a multi-state 
funded service area (FSA), within which Suddenlink provides wireline broadband services.  The sizable 
number of responses that Suddenlink needed to file as part of this overall process, and the 30-day 
window in which we were allowed to do so, prohibited us from mapping all Suddenlink-served areas 
within this particular, multi-state FSA.  Accordingly, for the purposes of our response to this application, 
we have mapped one Suddenlink service area as an example of the company’s many service areas 
within the applicant’s proposed FSA.   Suddenlink requests that the agency reviewing this response take 
special care to determine ALL of the served areas in the applicant’s FSA and restrict any awarded funds 
to the provision of broadband service in the unserved and underserved portions of the proposed FSA.  

  

Additional information is provided in the uploaded document, including (1) sample marketing material; 
(2) a guide on how to read the data we entered in the  “Existing Broadband Subscribers” section of this 
response; (3) a summary of the vendor and methodology used for estimating competitive-service 
subscribers in the mapped area; (4) Suddenlink contact information, should one or more federal 
agencies have questions or require additional information; and (5) a summary of concerns with the 
response process and the limitations that process has placed on our ability to provide NTIA/RUS with 
relevant, timely data.   

 

 

 

-----Service Area:   FTWR-TX-447 

 

Submitter:   Texas Communications 

Comment:   Texas Communications provides high-Speed wireless Internet to the following counties in 
central Texas: Brazos, Robertson, Grimes, Burleson and Milam. The PNF in question would provide 
government funding to directly compete against our privately funded enterprise and increase 
competition in an already crowded marketplace.  



 

Submitter:   Reveille Broadband 

Comment:   Reveille Broadband is a small cable TV and Broadband service provider based in Lexington, 
Texas. Reveille operates in Lee and Burleson County in the proposed service area of ART Leasing, Inc. 
dba FiberTower Broadband Corp. Reveille offers a Broadband package to its customers consisting of 3 
Mbps download and 1.5 Mbps upload, five email addresses per account and a free web page all for a 
competetive rate. Reveille has a City franchise with the City of Somerville as well as a State issued 
franchise for Lyons, Lexington and the surrounding areas. Reveille also competes with Verizon and the 
incumbent wireless operator for its Broadband customers.  

 

 


