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 Promoting a Diversity of Digital Communications


June 16, 2009
Mr. Tom Vilsack
Secretary

U.S. Department of Agriculture

1400 Independence Ave. SW

Washington, D.C.  20250

Mr. Gary Locke
Secretary

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Ave. NW

Washington, D.C.  20230


RE:  Schools, Health and Libraries Broadband Coalition

Dear Secretary Vilsack and Secretary Locke,

This letter is to inform you of the launch of the Schools, Health and Libraries Broadband (SHLB) Coalition last Thursday, June 12, 2009.  As of this writing, the Coalition consists of 35 members representing the education, library and health communities, non-profit foundations and private sector companies.  We are continuing to expand the Coalition (we have added 7 new members since our announcement last week).  

 

The purpose of the Coalition is to heighten policy-makers' awareness of the urgent need that these anchor institutions have for high-capacity broadband.   Whether a hospital or rural health clinic, a public library or research library, a K-12 school, community college or university – these  institutions require high-capacity broadband connections (100 Megabits to 1 Gigabit and faster) to provide essential services to the some of the most vulnerable segments of our population – rural, low-income, elderly, disabled, and other disadvantaged consumers.  It is important that all anchor institutions be eligible for funding for high-capacity broadband deployment, including those in urban and rural areas, because of the unique value they provide to the community and because their broadband needs are so different from the needs of residential consumers.

 

Further, building high-capacity broadband to these institutions provides a "stepping stone" for additional broadband deployment to surrounding residential and business consumers.  Broadband facilities built to serve these anchor institutions should be open to interconnection by other network providers as a way to encourage additional broadband investment.  We believe that building broadband to these anchor institutions will promote jobs and will be an efficient, long-term investment in our nation's broadband future.  

 

I am serving as the Coordinator of the Coalition, and I would be happy to meet with you to discuss this Coalition's objectives in more detail.  
The complete Mission Statement of the Coalition and the current list of members are attached.  Thank you for your attention.

 

Sincerely,
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John Windhausen, Jr.
President

Telepoly Consulting

jwindhausen@telepoly.com
(202) 256-9616

Coordinator

Schools, Health and Libraries Broadband Coalition
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