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URL: www.usmaynrs.ocg

August 17, 2009

The Honorable Gary Locke
Secretary

U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20230 . B Pl

Dear Secretary Locke:

On behalf of The Umted States Conference of Mayors we wrlte to urge you to give carefu!
attention to reconsidering the restrictive criteria that requires public safety and anchor
institutions meet an underserved or unserved test before being eligible for broadband funding
in the first round of the Broadband Technology and Opportunities Program (BTOP) in the
Amerlcan Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) '

The U S. Conference of Mayors believes that Congress mtended to give publtc safety and
anchor institutions such as schools, Iibrarles, and medical and healthcare providers the
h:ghest ﬁ.zndmg priority in the BTOP. Section’ 6061 of the ARRA specifically lists public safety
and anchor institutions as two of the five priorities for fundlng tUnder the ARRA, the unserved
and-underserved test only applies to residential consumers. In addition, the underserved test
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{5 determine the availability of broadband by census block depends on data that the U.S.

- Cepsusdoes-notgather, Unless amended, these critical institutions, which in many cases

serve.our; most yulnemble p puiaflons, Jwill, not meet ARRA requ:rements for fund:ng under
the BTOP s o v o
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C‘mes and their metropolttan areas are WHere 84 percent‘ of our people lzve and more than [e]s]

"

. percent of fulure econorqac grpwth will aceur. The nation’s mayors do nct beligve Congress or

the Obama Adm:nlstratlon mtended to deny t these anchor instlfUtions ang the wu]nerabie
populatlons they sérve.in our citiés, the ability to compete 1or the broadband fundmg in effect

— excluding. iarge Pportions of the population from. receiving.the benefits of the BTOP funding. |

We are comm!tted to workmg with the Adm[nistration to correct this issue through an I C}

addendum to the, NO’EECS of Funds Avallabailty (NOFA) hat wouid wa;ve the' unde’rserved .
prerequisite for publlc safety and anchar lnstltu‘uons We, also tntend to, WOrk with the e
Administration to ehsure'the second andthird fourids betiér retiect whiat Webelisvé the goals
of Cangress and the Administration to be. Please contact our CEO and Executive Director
Tom Cpchran or, ,Assmtant Executrve Dlrector for Commun:cattons Pollcy Ron Thamel at

Fens el
,ﬁ'@m}‘ mmt i .! J‘~. ,,?t 2Rl

& mee Jeedug O ORI IR WY

l;k*:l-.i J.uu IJ\": E’f\ °’| ol ‘!‘{: i

Su'u:.erel:\/.€ e pae o) gh e
£ N L g
) e e DA RGN
N }", A o [ SRl § 4 '?‘1
T U TIPS 5 o e S . a4 ans L ST s
E R S S ¢ 2 Potely v fil AHOUNC T8 2,
"‘{:: I ) \u‘\\.r Tt aedld
B 5

WEEALAT SR BT e + G N = . A3 R
s AEa TR A ERI P )

o N e
vt e e

Beil

Greg Nickels

John Hickenloopér
‘Mayorof Sesitle /. .- : - Mayor.of Denver
Premdent MW e e T -.Chair, Transportatlon and Commumcat[ens
’ troo TR -t . .

Com mlttee
Ge; Thomas Power ;

Y
R

1%

R




