NOTICE OF MEETING

On March 11, 2009, Tim Sloan, Dennis Amari, Jim McConnaughey, and legal intern Kevin Ryan of NTIA’s Domestic Policy Office initiated a meeting with Dr. Bill Gillis of EFRsource, Christopher McLean of E-Copernicus, and  James Stegeman and Mike Wilson of CostQuest Associates, collectively known as LinkAmerica Alliance. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss their methodology for creating maps of broadband services availability and adoption in various States.  During that discussion, the visitors made the following points:

· The Alliance’s mapping approach identifies areas that are currently served by broadband, as well as gaps in broadband service. In addition, it identifies each broadband technology available (including speeds) in a given area. Available content and required delivery speeds are determined.  The studies identify demand characteristics such as population, households, businesses, schools, hospitals, economic centers, and roads.  The analysis is supplemented with a broadband model that shows the investment needed to build out unserved areas.
· Key attributes to be defined as part of the mapping process include accuracy, components, display capabilities, updates, scale, and projection.  Mapping issues to be considered include definitions, ‘technology agnostic,” accuracy of maps, granularity of maps (use Census blocks), data attributes, layers to include, protections for the data (including homeland security safeguards), and verification.  Non-disclosure agreements would be needed to encourage provider participation. 
