NOTICE OF EX PARTE MEETING
The Schools, Health and Libraries Broadband (SHLB) Coalition met on June 23, 2009 with Tom Power, NTIA Chief of Staff to discuss the importance of ensuring that schools, libraries and health care providers have high-capacity broadband.  The members of the Coalition made the following points:

1. The Coalition was launched on June 11 with a total of 28 members; it has since grown to over 40 members.

2. The Coalition believes that building high-capacity, “future-proof” broadband to every one of these anchor institutions will be an efficient and beneficial investment in America’s future, for at least two reasons:

a. First, these institutions provide critical and essential services to the public, and they rely upon broadband capabilities to provide education, health, information, public safety, and a variety of other consumer services to underserved and vulnerable members of the public.

b. Second, broadband facilities built with stimulus funds must be open to interconnection by other broadband providers.  These high-capacity broadband facilities can then provide  “jumping off” points that can lead to the further construction of broadband to serve residential and small business customers in the surrounding neighborhoods.  

3. Building such broadband connections to these anchor institutions will promote immediate jobs and economic growth.  
4. Building high-capacity broadband to schools, libraries and healthcare providers (identified in purpose #3 of the ARRA) will also help to serve the other four goals of the legislation.  As mentioned above, building broadband to these institutions will make it easier to build to serve neighboring residences (purposes #1-2).  Public safety organizations (purpose #4) can share the use of the broadband “pipes” built to these anchor institutions.  The goal of increasing demand (purpose #5) can be served by schools and libraries that provide training for people to learn how to use a computer in a way that encourages them to subscribe to a broadband connection at their home.  

5. Schools, health care providers and libraries have unique needs for high-capacity broadband.  Their needs for high-capacity broadband (100 Megabits, or 1 Gigabit or higher) should not be dictated by the same geographic boundaries (concerning unserved and underserved areas) that might apply to residential customers.  
6. The amount of money that it would take to construct high-capacity broadband to these anchor institutions is well within the NTIA’s budget for the BTOP program.   For instance, building fiber to almost all 16,000 libraries could cost less than $1 billion, and  some estimate that building broadband to all these institutions (schools, libraries and health care providers) could cost in the neighborhood of $3.5 billion.  

Attending the meeting were the following individuals:  John Windhausen (Telepoly Consulting, Coordinator of the SHLB Coalition), Corey Williams (ALA), Shmuel Feld (Benton Foundation), Christi Barnhart (Bernstein Strategies, on behalf of COSN and ISTE), and Alan Fishel (Arent, Fox, on behalf of Sunesys).  
