Notice of Ex Parte Meeting – ADTRAN, Inc.

ADTRAN, Inc. (ADTRAN) met yesterday with staff from NTIA to address certain issues in the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP). Representing ADTRAN were Dr. Kevin Schneider (CTO), Gary Bolton (VP Global Marketing) and Steve Goodman (Butzel Long Tighe Patton). Attending on behalf of NTIA were Tim Sloan, James McConnaughey, Dennis Amari and Rahul Gaitonde.

ADTRAN primarily focused on its previously submitted White Paper “Defining Broadband Speeds: an Analysis of Peak vs. Sustained Data Rates in Network Access Architectures” (filed with NTIA on April 13, 2009). ADTRAN explained that in establishing any minimum data rates to define “broadband,” NTIA should base the definition on actual, sustainable data rates experienced by the subscriber, not on “peak” or “theoretical maximum” data rates. The paper models these different characteristics for different broadband architectures and establishes a means to make an “apples-to-apples” comparison of data rates for different broadband access technologies. ADTRAN did not advocate a specific minimum data rate, but suggested that NTIA should look to the ability to support common user applications, which are likely to evolve over time. In addition, because the user experience is important, ADTRAN suggested that NTIA should also include latency as a factor in defining broadband for purposes of this grant/loan program.

In this meeting with NTIA, ADTRAN also generally discussed the current capabilities of copper technologies for last-mile broadband access, including techniques for increasing data rates such as pair bonding and dynamic spectrum management. ADTRAN additionally addressed advances in fiber optic broadband access technologies, including WDM PON.

Finally, ADTRAN discussed the perverse chilling effect the stimulus plan is having on current capital expenditures by broadband service providers. Because of the 20 percent matching requirement, many service providers are not making any broadband investments presently in order to be in a position to make the 20 percent matching investments to qualify for grants. As a result of the significant reductions in current investment, jobs in the telecommunications industry and jobs associated with telecommunications build out are being lost currently. ADTRAN urged NTIA to adopt a policy as soon as possible, even in advance of resolution of the other issues, that allows (otherwise qualifying) investments made after enactment of the ARRA to count towards the 20 percent match. 

