Notice of Ex Parte Contact: Telecommunications Industry Association
On Wednesday, May 13, the Danielle Coffey (VP, Government Affairs) and Nick Fetchko (Director, International and Government Affairs) spoke telephonically with John Morabito, Communications Policy Analyst of the National Telecommunications and Information Administration.  The subject of the discussion was the implementation of the Buy American provision of the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act as it applies to NTIA’s Broadband Telecommunications Opportunity Program.

TIA urged NTIA to apply the Public Interest waiver for the Buy American provision given the complex global supply chain for information and communications technology equipment.  Requiring public entities to document the origin of broadband equipment and their components to determine whether they fit the definition of the Buy American provision of the ARRA will severely complicate those applicants’ ability to apply for funds.  The complexity involved in providing a comprehensive picture of the origin of all of the components in any final product that goes into a broadband network will create an undue burden and impede the ability of NTIA to release stimulus money in the timeframe set by the Obama Administration.

