NOTICE OF EX PARTE CONTACT
On March 21 and March 24, John Marinho, Alcatel-Lucent, and Mark

Seifert, NTIA, had telephone conversations regarding application of the

Recovery Act's Buy American provision to the BTOP program.

Alcatel-Lucent responded to questions and also provided information in

support of the view that information and communications technology (ICT)

products should not be subject to the provision. 

 Alcatel-Lucent made the following points.  BTOP projects do not fit

within "public work" or should be exempt.  In any event the vast

majority of stimulus dollars for broadband projects will be devoted to

the labor costs of deployment, not ICT equipment.  The majority of

companies in the ICT sector - both U.S.-based and those headquartered

elsewhere - rely on a globalized supply chain for broadband equipment,

and investment would be delayed if a restrictive rule were applied.

Alcatel-Lucent supported the view that the provision should not apply to

the BTOP program, consistent with the comments it submitted on April 13.

Sincerely,

Michael McMenamin
Alcatel-Lucent
