From: Jeff Campbell (jeffrcam) 

Sent: Wednesday, April 15, 2009 3:55 PM

To: 'btop@nita.doc.gov'

Cc: 'Mark Seifert'

Subject: Notice of Ex Parte Discussion/Cisco Systems

On March 23, 2009, Jeffrey A. Campbell, Senior Director of Technology

and Trade Policy for Cisco Systems, Inc. spoke telephonically with Mark

Seifert, Senior Advisor to the Assistant Secretary, NTIA regarding the

applicability of the "Buy America" provisions of the American Recovery

and Reinvestment Act of 2009 to the Broadband Technology Opportunities

Program.  Mr. Campbell indicated that Cisco did not believe that

broadband grants under BTOP constituted a "public work" which would

subject them to the "Buy America" requirement.  Mr. Campbell also

indicated in the alternative that if the grants were determined to be

covered, then a public interest waiver of the "Buy America" requirements

should be granted for all electronics equipment used in broadband

networks.
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